& Then Philip
opened his mouth,
and beginning
with this Scripture
he told him

the good news
about Jesus.

aCTS 8:35, ESV
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May 11,2025 Mother’s Day

Welcome, and Happy Mother’s Day!
Today we remember that no matter the state of our
human relations with parents, children and others, Jesus
our Good Shepherd loves and cares for us without fail.

Welcome
Organ Prelude Creation’s Praise Dennis Eliot
Creation’s Praise by Dennis Eliot
© 2008 The Lorenz Corporation (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.)
CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A
GIVE PRAISE TO GOD
* Ca" to WorShip Based on Acts 8:26-40 & Isaiah 56

The Spirit of God calls us, sometimes to unexpected places, onto
unfamiliar roads.

God meets us on our journey, right where we are.

Like the traveler from Ethiopia, we come seeking, searching the
scriptures, longing for understanding.

Open our hearts, Lord, to hear Your voice in Your Word.

Like Philip, we are invited to draw near, to share the Good News
of Jesus Christ.

Good News that breaks down dividing walls and welcomes the
outcast.

Isaiah prophesied a house of prayer for all peoples, a place where
foreigners are joined to the Lord, and eunuchs receive an
everlasting name.

What can prevent us from receiving God’s welcome? Nothing!

God has already said “Yes!” through Jesus Christ. Let us,
therefore, gather with joy!

Let us rejoice and worship the God who gathers us all in!



* Opening Prayer

Gracious and surprising God, You are the One who guides Your
servants by Your Spirit, leading us not always to the centers of
power or the expected crowds, but often to the quiet roadside,
the unexpected encounter, the single seeking soul. We thank You
for the story of Philip and the Ethiopian official — a reminder that
Your plan of salvation reaches across borders, beyond social
conventions, and into the depths of individual hearts.

Like the Ethiopian traveler, we come today with questions,
holding the ancient words and seeking their meaning for our lives
now. Open our minds and hearts, Lord, as Philip opened the
scriptures. Reveal Jesus to us — the Suffering Servant, the Risen
Lord, the source of Good News that transforms and includes.

Forgive us for the times we, like the assemblies of old, have
created barriers where You desire welcome. Tear down the walls
of prejudice, exclusion, and misunderstanding in our hearts and
in Your Church. Help us to see, as Philip did, that when You have
already said “Yes,” we have no right to say “No.”

Fill us with the same joy that sent the eunuch on his way rejoicing
— the joy of acceptance, the thrill of understanding, the peace of
belonging in Your family through the waters of grace. May our
worship today be a response to Your incredible, boundary-
breaking love. Guide our thoughts, our songs, our prayers, and
the hearing of Your Word. In the name of Jesus Christ, our
Savior, Amen.

* Opening Song  As / Went Down to the River to Pray ~ #4537

Refrain:  As | went down to the river to pray,
studyin’ about that good old way,
and who shall wear the starry crown,
good Lord, show me the way.

[: Oh, sisters, let’s go down, let’s go down, come on down.
Oh, sisters, let’s go down, down to the river to pray.



Refrain

2: Oh, brothers, let’s go down, let’s go down, come on down.
Oh, brothers, let’s go down, down to the river to pray.

Refrain

3: Oh, children, let’s go down, let’s go down, come on down.
Oh, children, let’s go down, down to the river to pray.

Refrain

4: Oh, sinners, let’s go down, let’s go down, come on down.
Oh, sinners, let’s go down, down to the river to pray.

Refrain

CELEBRATE GOD’S FAMILY

Time with our Children

Song of Praise  Come, Now Is the Time to Worship 29

Come, Now s the Time to Worship by Brian Doerkson
© 1998 Vineyard Songs (UK/Eire) (Admin. by Integrity Music)
CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A

Refrain:  Come, now is the time to worship.
Come, now is the time to give your heart.
Come, just as you are, to worship.
Come, just as you are, before your God. Come.

| One day every tongue will confess you are God;
one day every knee will bow.
Still, the greatest treasure remains for those
who gladly choose you now. Refrain

2 Willingly we choose to surrender our lives.
Willingly our knees will bow.
With all our heart, soul, mind and strength,
we gladly choose you now. Refrain



Prayers of the People on Mother’s Day

One: Let us bring our prayers to the God who meets us on the
road, who welcomes the seeking heart, and whose love
knows no bounds.

Loving God, on this day when many celebrate mothers and
mothering figures, we give You thanks. We thank You for the
gift of mothers — for those who carried us, nurtured us,
taught us, and shaped us through their love, sacrifice, and
guidance. We thank You for adoptive mothers, foster
mothers, stepmothers, grandmothers, aunts, mentors,
teachers, and all who have shown motherly care and
compassion, reflecting Your own nurturing heart. Grant them
strength, wisdom, joy, and the deep knowledge of Your love
for them today. (Pause)

Lord, in Your mercy,
Many: Hear our prayer.

One: We also lift before You those for whom this day is
difficult or painful. We pray for those who grieve the loss of
their mother, feeling her absence keenly today. Surround
them with Your comfort and precious memories. We pray for
those who experience distance or brokenness in their
relationship with their mother; bring healing, understanding,
and paths toward reconciliation where possible, and peace
where it is not. (Pause)

Lord, in Your mercy,
Many: Hear our prayer.

One: We hold in our hearts those who long to be mothers but
face the pain of infertility, miscarriage, or waiting. Grant
them patience, resilience, and a sense of Your loving presence
amidst their deep desire and perhaps disappointment. We
pray for mothers who have lost children, carrying an
unimaginable grief; may they know Your nearness and the



hope of resurrection life. \We remember those who never
knew their mothers, or whose experience of mothering was
marked by harm or neglect; bring Your healing touch to their
wounds. (Pause)

Lord, in Your mercy,
Many: Hear our prayer.

One: Gracious God, You are the one who gathers the outcast
and welcomes the stranger. Just as You welcomed the
Ethiopian official into Your family through baptism, help us as
a church to be a place of radical welcome and belonging for
all people, in all circumstances of life and family. May we
truly be Your house of prayer for all peoples, offering
support, love, and acceptance in Your name. (Pause)

Lord, in Your mercy,
Many: Hear our prayer.

One: We pray for families in all their diverse forms. Strengthen
the bonds of love and mutual respect. Guide parents and
children, siblings and extended family, that our homes might
be places of grace, forgiveness, and encouragement. We also
pray for the needs of our wider community and the world...
(mention specific local/global concerns if desired). (Pause)

Lord, in Your mercy,
Many: Hear our prayer.

One: Gather all our prayers, spoken and unspoken, into Your
loving heart, O God. Fill us, like the Ethiopian eunuch, with
the joy that comes from understanding Your Word and
receiving Your gracious welcome. We pray all this in the
name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who taught us to
pray together-...

ALL: OUR FATHER WHO ART IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE THY NAME. THY
KINGDOM COME. THY WILL BE DONE ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN.
GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD, AND FORGIVE US OUR DEBTS, AS
WE FORGIVE OUR DEBTORS, AND LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION, BUT



DELIVER US FROM EVIL. FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM, AND THE POWER,
AND THE GLORY, FOREVER AND EVER. AMEN.

WORSHIP IN GIVING

Thoughts on Giving

Today’s scripture features a wealthy official, yet despite his
status, he faced barriers to full inclusion. He sought
understanding from the scriptures, and through Philip, he
received something far more valuable than his earthly
treasures: the Good News of Jesus and God’s radical welcome.
This gift, overcoming old divisions, filled him with such joy that
he went on his way rejoicing.

Our giving is a response to this same generous God who
welcomes us all, regardless of background or perceived
barriers. It flows from the joy of knowing we belong in God’s
family through Christ.

Just as Philip was sent to share this inclusive message, our
offerings empower this church to continue that mission —
sharing the Good News and creating a community where
everyone seeking Christ finds a place. Let us give generously,
reflecting the joy of the welcome we have received.
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To God be the glo - ry For the things He has done.

With His blood He has saved me; With His power He has raised me;
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LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED
Scripture Lesson Acts 8:26-39 CEB

%% An angel from the Lord spoke to Philip, “At noon, take the
road that leads from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a desert
road.) ¥’ So he did. Meanwhile, an Ethiopian man was on his
way home from Jerusalem, where he had come to worship.

He was a eunuch and an official responsible for the entire

treasury of Candace. (Candace is the title given to the

Ethiopian queen.) ** He was reading the prophet Isaiah while
sitting in his carriage. *° The Spirit told Philip, “Approach this

carriage and stay with it.”

30 Running up to the carriage, Philip heard the man reading

the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you really understand
what you are reading?”

3! The man replied, “Without someone to guide me, how

could 1?” Then he invited Philip to climb up and sit with him.

32 This was the passage of scripture he was reading:



Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter
and like a lamb before its shearer is silent
so he didn’t open his mouth.
33 In his humiliation justice was taken away from him.
Who can tell the story of his descendants
because his life was taken from the earth?

% The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, about whom does the
prophet say this? Is he talking about himself or someone
else?” ¥ Starting with that passage, Philip proclaimed the
good news about Jesus to him. ** As they went down the
road, they came to some water.

The eunuch said, “Look! Water! What would keep me from
being baptized?” ** He ordered that the carriage halt. Both
Philip and the eunuch went down to the water, where Philip
baptized him. 3* When they came up out of the water, the
Lord’s Spirit suddenly took Philip away. The eunuch never
saw him again but went on his way rejoicing.

Special Music The Family of God William J. Gaither

The Family of God by Gloria Gaither, William J. Gaither
© 1970 William J. Gaither, Inc. (Admin. by Gaither Copyright Management)
CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A

Sermon “No Longer a Dry Tree:
Finding Our Place in God’s ‘Yes™”

GO IN GOD’Ss NAME

* Hymn For We Are Strangers No More #409 VT

Refrain:  For we are strangers no more,
but members of one family;
strangers no more,
but part of one humanity;
strangers no more,
we're nejghbors to each other now;



strangers no more,
we re bound to one another now.

[: Come, walk with me, we’ll worship God together,
as we join song to song, and prayer to prayer.
Come, take my hand, and we will work together
by lifting all the burdens we can share.

Refrain

2: Where diff’ring cultures meet, we’ll serve together.
Where hatred rages, we will strive for peace.
Come, take my hand, and we will pray together
that justice come, and strife and warfare cease.

Refrain

3:  There is a love that binds the world together,
a love that seeks the last, the lost, the least.
One day that love will bring us all together
in Christ, from South and North, from West and East.

Refrain

* Benediction

Ol‘gan POStIUde In /‘/iS lOI/é’ Scott A. Ressman

In His Love by Scott A. Ressman
© 1995 The Lorenz Corporation (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.)
CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A

* Please stand as able and led
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Our thanks to all who have helped to prepare and lead this morning’s worship service:
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Pastor......ccccoveeennnne David Whitten  Guitarist .................. David Whitten
Minister of Music ... Vanessa Morton  Special Music............ Barbara Beers,
Worship Assistant.....Sarah Hartman Sarah Hartman,
Worship Leader.............. Sonia Riaz Vanessa Morton

Flautist ..........ouvee. Sarah Hartman  Dir. of Media & Tech ..... Kevin Beers



