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May 4, 2025 Third Sunday of Easter

Welcome

Prelude We Praise Thee, O God, Our Redeemer  ar. Edward Kremser

GIVE PRAISE TO GOD

* Call to Worship (One/Many)

Brothers and sisters, let us gather as the people of God!

We come, diverse individuals called together by Christ.

How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together
in unity! (Psalm 133:1)

Yet we confess that divisions can arise among us, even as they
did in the early church.

The early church faced challenges, but sought God's wisdom
to serve faithfully and remain focused on His Word.

We too seek God's wisdom to navigate our challenges and
avoid distractions.

Let us set aside our divisions and diversions, and unite our
hearts and voices in worship.

Let us devote ourselves to seeking the Lord together! Let us
worship God!

* Opening Prayer

Gracious God, thank You for gathering us as Your Church. Like
the believers in Acts, we confess our own struggles with
division that can fracture our unity, and diversion that can
distract us from our core calling. Forgive us, Lord. Grant us
the wisdom to overcome friction and to prioritize You above all
else. As we open Your Word today on these very themes, send
Your Spirit to teach us. Bless the preaching, open our hearts,
and help us recommit to both serving others faithfully and
devoting ourselves fully to prayer and Your Word. Unite us now
in worship, in Jesus’ name. Amen.



* Opening Song Holy Spirit, Truth divine #508 HAVE

[: Holy Spirit, Truth divine, dawn upon this soul of mine.
Voice of God, and inward Light, wake my spirit, clear my sight.

2: Holy Spirit, Love divine, glow within this heart of mine.
Kindle ev’ry high desire, purify me with your fire.

3: Holy Spirit, Pow’r divine, fill and nerve this will of mine.
Boldly may I always live, bravely serve and gladly give.

4: Holy Spirit, Law divine, reign within this soul of mine.
Be my law and | shall be firmly bound, forever free.

5: Holy Spirit, Peace divine, still this restless heart of mine.
Speak to calm this tossing sea, grant me your tranquility.

6: Holy Spirit, Joy divine, gladden now this heart of mine.
In the desert ways | sing, spring, O living Water, spring!

CELEBRATE GOD’S FAMILY

New Testament Reading Acts 6:1-7 CEB

Selection of seven to serve

6 About that time, while the number of disciples continued to
increase, a complaint arose. Greek-speaking disciples accused
the Aramaic-speaking disciples because their widows were
being overlooked in the daily food service. 2 The Twelve called
a meeting of all the disciples and said, “It isn’t right for us to
set aside proclamation of God’s word in order to serve tables.
3Brothers and sisters, carefully choose seven well-respected
men from among you. They must be well-respected and
endowed by the Spirit with exceptional wisdom. We will put
them in charge of this concern. *As for us, we will devote
ourselves to prayer and the service of proclaiming the word.”
>This proposal pleased the entire community. They selected
Stephen, a man endowed by the Holy Spirit with exceptional
faith, Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and
Nicolaus from Antioch, a convert to Judaism. © The community



presented these seven to the apostles, who prayed and laid
their hands on them. "God’s word continued to grow. The
number of disciples in Jerusalem increased significantly. Even a
large group of priests embraced the faith.

Songs of Praise You Are Exalted #86 VT

He Is Exalted by Twila Paris
© 1985 Jubilee Communications Inc. (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
Mountain Spring Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A

You are exalted, forever exalted on high. I will praise you.
You are exalted, forever exalted, and I will praise your name!

You are my God—forever your truth shall reign.
Heaven and earth rejoice in your holy name.
You are exalted, forever exalted on high!

You are Good #33 VT

You are Good by Israel Houghton
© 2001 Integrity's Praise! Music (Admin. by Integrity Music)
Sound Of The New Breed (Admin. by Integrity Music)
CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A
Verse:  Lord, you are good,
and your mercy endureth forever;
Lord, you are good,
and your mercy endureth forever.
People from every
nation and tongue,
from generation to generation,

Refrain:  we worship you, hallelujah, hallelujah;
we worship you for who you are.
We worship you, hallelujah, hallelujah;
we worship you for who you are:
for you are good. Repeat verse & refrain

Bridge: You are good all the time;
all the time you are good;
you are good all the time;
all the time you are good. Refrain



Pastoral Prayer

WORSHIP IN GIVING

Thoughts on Giving

Friends, our giving is an act of worship, responding to God’s
Word. Today’s message from Acts warns against Division and
Diversion. Our offerings push back against both dangers. By
giving together, we affirm our unity in Christ’s mission. And
by resourcing our church, we empower both vital ministries of
service and our essential devotion to prayer and the Word,
ensuring that good things don’t divert us from the best things.
Let us give faithfully and gratefully, investing together in the
focused, unified work God calls us to.

SPCCiaI Music God On The Mountain Tracy G. Dartt

God On The Mountain by Tracy Dartt
© 1976 Gaviota Music (Admin. by Gaither Copyright Management)
CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A

LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED

Scripture Lesson Acts 6:8-15 CEB

Arrest and murder of Stephen

8 Stephen, who stood out among the believers for the way
God’s grace was at work in his life and for his exceptional
endowment with divine power, was doing great wonders and
signs among the people. ° Opposition arose from some who
belonged to the so-called Synagogue of Former Slaves.
Members from Cyrene, Alexandria, Cilicia, and Asia entered
into debate with Stephen. ' However, they couldn’t resist the
wisdom the Spirit gave him as he spoke. '' Then they secretly
enticed some people to claim, “We heard him insult Moses and
God.” "2 They stirred up the people, the elders, and the legal
experts. They caught Stephen, dragged him away, and brought



him before the Jerusalem Council. '* Before the council, they
presented false witnesses who testified, “This man never stops
speaking against this holy place and the Law. '*In fact, we
heard him say that this man Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this
place and alter the customary practices Moses gave us.”
' Everyone seated in the council stared at Stephen, and they
saw that his face was radiant, just like an angel’s.

Sermon “The Dangerous Duo”
GO IN GOD’S NAME
* Song Renew Your Church #7177V

[: Renew your church, its ministries restore,
both to serve and adore.
Make it again as salt throughout the land,
and as light from a stand.
"Mid somber shadows of the night,
where greed and hatred spread their blight,
O send us forth with pow’r endued.
Help us, God, be renewed.

2: Teach us your word, reveal its truth divine;
on our path let it shine.
Tell of your works,
your mighty acts of grace;
from each page show your face.
As you have loved us, sent your Son,
and our salvation now is won,
O let our hearts with love be stirred.
Help us, God, know your word!

3: Teach us to pray, for you are always near.
Your still voice let us hear.
Our souls are restless till they rest in you,
where we find strength anew.



Before your presence keep us still,
that we may find for us your will,

and seek your guidance ev'ry day.
Teach us, Christ, how to pray!

4: Teach us to love with heart and mind and soul.
You, O Christ, be our goal.
Break down old walls of prejudice and hate.
Leave us not to our fate.
As you have loved and giv'n your life
to end hostility and strife,
O share your grace from heav’n above.
Teach us, Christ, how to love!

* Benediction

Postlude People Need the Lord arr. David Allen

People Need the Lord by Greg Nelson, Phill McHugh
© 1983 River Oaks Music Company (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
Shepherd's Fold Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A

* Please stand as able and led
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Our thanks to all who have helped to prepare and lead this morning’s worship service:

MINISTEIS ...vvvviveirieirerieocoroecsssesessessssessssssessss All Members

PaSTOr. ...eeiiiiiiei e David Whitten
Minister of MUSIC ........ccooouviiiiiiiiiiniiiccc e Vanessa Morton
Worship Leader ...........cccoormiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeee Susan Robertson
GUILAISE. ..ottt David Whitten
Special MUSIC ......ccoovvveeiniiiiiiiiiieeee, David Whitten & Vanessa Morton

Dir. of Media & Tech........oveviiiieieiiieeeieee e Kevin Beers



