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April 27, 2025 Second Sunday of Easter

Welcome

Prelude Holy, Holy, Holy John B. Dykes

GIVE PRAISE TO GOD

* Call to Worship (One/Many/A#)

On the road to Emmaus, the disciples walked with Jesus, but
did not recognize him.

He seemed like a stranger, though he held the words of life.

How often do we fail to see Christ walking beside us in our
daily lives? In the face of a neighbor? In the midst of our
struggles?

Our eyes are often holden; our hearts are often slow to believe.

Let us come together now, seeking His presence, asking for
eyes to see and hearts to burn within us.

Let us worship the Risen Christ, the Revealed Stranger/!

* Opening Prayer

Gracious God, like the disciples on the Emmaus road, we
confess we often walk unaware of Your presence, failing to
recognize You beside us. You seem like a stranger even when
You hold the words of life. Lord Jesus, join us now in this time
of worship. Open the scriptures to our understanding, open
our eyes to see You, and set our hearts ablaze with renewed
faith, just as You did for those travelers long ago. Remove our
blindness, overcome our doubt, and let us encounter You, the
Revealed Stranger, here today. Amen.



* Opening Song Crown Him with Many Crowns #408 VT

[. Crown him with many crowns,
the Lamb upon the throne.
Hark! how the heav'nly anthem drowns
all music but its own.
Awake, my soul, and sing
of him who died for thee,
and hail him as the matchless king,
through all eternity.

2: Crown him the Lord of life,
who triumphed o’er the grave
and rose victorious in the strife
for those he came to save.

His glories now we sing

who died, and rose on high,
who died, eternal life to bring,
and lives that death may die.

3: Crown him the Lord of love;
behold his hands and side.
Rich wounds, yet visible above,
in beauty glorified.
No angels in the sky
can fully bear that sight,
but downward bend their burning eyes
at mysteries so bright.

4: Crown him the Lord of peace,
whose pow’r a scepter sways
from pole to pole that wars may cease,
absorbed in prayer and praise.
His reign shall know no end;
and round his pierced feet
fair flow’rs of paradise extend
their fragrance ever sweet.



5: Crown him the Lord of years,
the potentate of time,
creator of the rolling spheres,
ineffably sublime.
All hail, Redeemer, hail!
for thou hast died for me.
Thy praise shall never, never fail
throughout eternity

WORSHIP IN GIVING

Thoughts on Giving

On the road to Emmaus, recognition came not just through
conversation, but through an act of welcome. The disciples
urged the Stranger, “Stay with us,” and shared their table. It
was in the breaking of the bread that their eyes were finally
opened to Jesus.

Our offering today is also an act of welcome, of hospitality.
We invite Christ, sometimes hidden as a stranger in the needs
of our community and the world, to “stay with us” through
our gifts. By sharing what we have, we participate in meeting
those needs, breaking bread for others. May this act of giving
open our own eyes wider to see the Risen Christ present and
working among us. Let us give generously, welcoming the
Revealed Stranger.

Special Music I've Just Seen Jesus Willam Gaither

I've Just Seen Jesus by Danny Daniels, Gloria Gaither, William J. Gaither
© 1984 Ariose Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
William J. Gaither, Inc. (Admin. by Gaither Copyright Management)

CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A

CELEBRATE GOD’S FAMILY

Pastoral Prayer



Song

In The Bulb There Is a Flower

Hymn of Promise by Natalie Sleeth
© 1986 Hope Publishing Company

#6701

CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A

I: In the bulb there is a flower;

in the seed, an apple tree;

in cocoons, a hidden promise:
butterflies will soon be free!

In the cold and snow of winter
there’s a spring that waits to be,
unrevealed until its season,
something God alone can see.

: There’s a song in ev'ry silence,

seeking word and melody.

There’s a dawn in ev'ry darkness,
bringing hope to you and me.
From the past will come the future;
what it holds, a mystery,
unrevealed until its season,
something God alone can see.

: In our end is our beginning;

in our time, infinity;

in our doubt there is believing;
in our life, eternity.

In our death, a resurrection;
at the last, a victory,
unrevealed until its season,
something God alone can see.

LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED

Scripture Lesson

Luke 24:13-35 CEB

'¥On that same day, two disciples were traveling to a village
called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem. " They were
talking to each other about everything that had happened.



'>While they were discussing these things, Jesus himself
arrived and joined them on their journey. '®They were
prevented from recognizing him.

'"He said to them, “What are you talking about as you walk
along?” They stopped, their faces downcast.

' The one named Cleopas replied, “Are you the only visitor to
Jerusalem who is unaware of the things that have taken place
there over the last few days?”

'*He said to them, “What things?”

They said to him, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth.
Because of his powerful deeds and words, he was recognized
by God and all the people as a prophet. 2 But our chief priests
and our leaders handed him over to be sentenced to death, and
they crucified him. 2' We had hoped he was the one who would
redeem Israel. All these things happened three days ago. 2 But
there’s more: Some women from our group have left us
stunned. They went to the tomb early this morning **and
didn’t find his body. They came to us saying that they had even
seen a vision of angels who told them he is alive. 2* Some of
those who were with us went to the tomb and found things
just as the women said. They didn’t see him.”

2> Then Jesus said to them, “You foolish people! Your dull minds
keep you from believing all that the prophets talked about.
®\Wasn't it necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and
then enter into his glory?” 2’ Then he interpreted for them the
things written about himself in all the scriptures, starting with
Moses and going through all the Prophets.

% \When they came to Emmaus, he acted as if he was going on
ahead. 2° But they urged him, saying, “Stay with us. It’s nearly
evening, and the day is almost over.” So he went in to stay
with them. * After he took his seat at the table with them, he
took the bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them.
3! Their eyes were opened and they recognized him, but he
disappeared from their sight. *They said to each other,



“Weren’t our hearts on fire when he spoke to us along the road

and when he explained the scriptures for us?”

3 They got up right then and returned to Jerusalem. They
found the eleven and their companions gathered together.
% They were saying to each other, “The Lord really has risen!
He appeared to Simon!” **Then the two disciples described
what had happened along the road and how Jesus was made
known to them as he broke the bread.

Song

Christ Is Alive, and Goes Before Us

This Is A Day Of New Beginnings by Brian Arthur Wren

© 1983, 1987 Hope Publishing Company

CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A

Refrain:
Christ is alive, and goes before us
to show and share what love can do.
This is a day of new beginnings;
our God is making all things new,
our God is making all things new.

Sermon

This is a day of new beginnings,
time to remember and move on,
time to believe what love is bringing,
laying to rest the pain that’s gone.

: For by the life and death of Jesus,

love’s mighty Spirit, now as then,
can make for us a world of diff’rence,
as faith and hope are born again.

: Then let us, with the Spirit’s daring,

step from the past and leave behind
our disappointment, guilt, and grieving,
seeking new paths, and sure to find.

“Christ Is a Stranger”

#5657

Refrain

Refrain

Refrain



GO IN GOD’s NAME

* Song We Walk by Faith

: We walk by faith, and not by sight;

no gracious words we hear
from one who spoke as none e’er spoke,
but we believe him near.

: We may not touch his hands and side,

nor follow where he trod,
yet in his promise we rejoice,
and cry, “My Lord and God!”

: Help then, O Lord, our unbelief,

and may our faith abound to call
on you when you are near,
and seek where you are found:

: that when our life of faith is done,

in realms of clearer light we may
behold you as you are in full
and endless sight.

: We walk by faith, and not by sight;

no gracious words we hear
from one who spoke as none e’er spoke,
but we believe him near.

* Benediction

Postlude He Touched Me

He Touched Me by William J. Gaither

© 1964 William J. Gaither, Inc. (Admin. by Gaither Copyright Management)

CCLI License No. 1428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A

* Please stand as able and led

#588""

William Gaither
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Our thanks to all who have helped to prepare and lead this morning’s worship service:

MINISEEIS ...vvvviveirieireriescoroecsssesessesssssssssssessss All Members

PaSTOT. ..o David Whitten
Minister of MUSIC .....coooviiiiiieeee e Vanessa Morton
Worship Leader .............ccooviiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiieceeieeene Nancy Heishman
GUITAFIST . ..ot e e David Whitten

Dir. of Media & Tech.....cooveeviiiieeeieee e Kevin Beers



