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April 20, 2025 Easter Sunday

Welcome  Proof of the Resurrection: Encountering the Risen Christ

PI’QIUde The HO/)/ G[y Frederick Edward Weatherly

* Call to Worship

Welcome to this celebration of Resurrection! We gather today
not just remembering an empty tomb, but celebrating the Living
Lord who conquered death and darkness. He meets us here, just
as He met those first followers. Let us prepare our hearts to
encounter Him.

* Easter Acclamation (One/Many)

Alleluia! Christ is risen!

He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Why do you look for the living among the dead?
He is not here; He has risen, just as He said!

He is risen indeed! Alleluial

* Opening Hymn Christ the Lord is Risen Today #3461

Christ the Lord is ris’n today! Alleluia!

All creation join to say: Alleluia!

Raise your joys and triumphs high: Alleluia!
Sing, O heav’n, and earth reply: Alleluia!

. Love’s redeeming work is done, Alleluia!

fought the fight, the battle won. Alleluia!
Death in vain forbids him rise, Alleluia!
Christ has opened paradise. Alleluia!



3: Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia!
where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia!
Dying once, he all doth save, Alleluia!
where thy victory, O grave? Alleluia!

4. Soar we now where Jesus led, Alleluia!
foll'wing our exalted Head. Alleluia!
Made like Christ, with Christ we rise, Alleluia!
ours the cross, the grave, the skies. Alleluia!

Invocation

Living God, on that first Easter morning, confusion and fear
lingered even at the empty tomb. But then You revealed Yourself
— alive, present, powerful. We thank You for the faithful women
who first carried the news, even when others doubted. We thank
You for the encounters that turned fear into faith, despair into
hope. Open our eyes, our hearts, our spirits today to encounter
the Risen Christ anew. Dispel our darkness with Your light,
replace our doubts with assured hope, and fill us with the joy of
Your resurrection victory. In Jesus' powerful name, Amen.

Children’s Time

Time of Praise & Worship

God sent his son (Because He Lives) #345 B

Because He Lives by Gloria Gaither, William J. Gaither
© 1971 Hanna Street Music (Admin. by Gaither Copyright Management)
CCLI License No. 1428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A

God sent his Son, they called him Jesus,

he came to love, heal, and forgive.
He lived and died to buy my parson,

an empty grave is there to prove my Savior lives.
Because he lives | can face tomorrow,

because he lives all fear is gone;



because | know he holds the future,
and life is worth the living just because he lives.

Lord, 1lift Your Name on High #3657

Lord, 1 lift Your Name on High by Rick Founds
© 1989 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.)
CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A

Verse:
Lord, I lift your name on high; Lord, I love to sing your praises.
I’'m so glad you're in my life; I'm so glad you came to save us.

Refrain:
You came from heaven to earth to show the way,
from the earth to the cross my debt to pay;
from the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky;
Lord, 1 lift your name on high.

Passing the Peace (One/Many)

The peace of the Risen Christ,
who meets us beyond our fears, be with you all.

And also with you.

Epistle Reading (One/Many) I Corinthians 15:3-8, 19-22 CEB

Hear this testimony of the Risen Christ.

3| passed on to you as most important what | also received:
Christ died for our sins in line with the scriptures, *he was
buried, and he rose on the third day in line with the scriptures.
*He appeared to Cephas, then to the Twelve, ®and then he
appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at
once—most of them are still alive to this day, though some
have died. "Then he appeared to James, then to all the
apostles, ®and last of all he appeared to me, as if | were born
at the wrong time.

'*If we have a hope in Christ only in this life, then we deserve
to be pitied more than anyone else.



2But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead. He’s the
first crop of the harvest of those who have died. *' Since death
came through a human being, the resurrection of the dead
came through one too. 2 In the same way that everyone dies
in Adam, so also everyone will be given life in Christ.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
Anthem Majesty arr. Jack Schrader
Gospel Reading (One/Many) Luke 24:1-12 CEB

Hear the Gospel of our Risen Lord.

24 Very early in the morning on the first day of the week,
the women went to the tomb, bringing the fragrant spices
they had prepared. ?They found the stone rolled away
from the tomb, *but when they went in, they didn’t find
the body of the Lord Jesus. *They didn’t know what to
make of this. Suddenly, two men were standing beside
them in gleaming bright clothing. °The women were
frightened and bowed their faces toward the ground, but
the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living
among the dead? ®He isn’t here, but has been raised.
Remember what he told you while he was still in Galilee,
" that the Human One must be handed over to sinners, be
crucified, and on the third day rise again.” ®Then they
remembered his words. *When they returned from the
tomb, they reported all these things to the eleven and all
the others. It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the
mother of James, and the other women with them who
told these things to the apostles. ' Their words struck the
apostles as nonsense, and they didn’t believe the women.
'2But Peter ran to the tomb. When he bent over to look
inside, he saw only the linen cloth. Then he returned home,
wondering what had happened.



This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, Lord Christ.

Sermon “The Other Side of Darkness”

Hymn of Response / know Not Why God'’s Wondrous ~ #590 V"

[: I know not why God’s wondrous grace to me is daily shown,
nor why, with mercy, Christ in love redeemed me for his own.
Refrain: But “I know whom [ have believed,
and am persuaded that he is able
to keep that which I've committed
unto him against that day.”

2: I know not how this saving faith to me he did impart,
nor how believing in his word wrought peace within my heart.

Refrain

3: I know not how the Spirit moves, convincing us of sin,
revealing Jesus through the Word, creating faith in him.

Refrain

4: 1 know not when my Lord may come, at night or noon-day fair,
nor if I'll walk the vale with him, or meet him in the air.

Refrain

Affirmation of Faith (in unison) #92)

We are not alone;
we live in God’s world.
We believe in God:
who has created and is creating,
who has come in Jesus,
the Word made flesh,
to reconcile and make new,
who works in us and others by the Spirit.



We trust in God.
We are called to be the Church:
to celebrate God’s presence,
to live with respect in Creation,
to love and serve others,
to seek justice and resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,
our judge and our hope.
In life, in death, in life beyond death,
God is with us.
We are not alone.
Thanks be to God.

Prayers of the People/Intercessions (One/Many/Aw)

Let us bring our prayers to the God who brings life out of death:

For the Church universal: that we may be bold witnesses, not
just to an empty tomb, but to the power of the living Christ we
have encountered...

Lord, in Your mercy, Hear our prayer.

For those living in darkness — of doubt, fear, grief, or oppression:
that the light of the Risen Christ would break through, bringing
hope and courage...

Lord, in Your mercy, Hear our prayer.

For those who grieve: comfort them with the sure and certain
hope of the resurrection, reminding them that the grave is not
the final resting place for those in Christ...

Lord, in Your mercy, Hear our prayer.

For openness in our own lives: that we might recognize and
respond to the ways the Risen Christ meets us today, moving us
beyond confusion to conviction...

Lord, in Your mercy, Hear our prayer.

For gratitude: giving thanks for the faithful witness of those who
came before, especially the women who first proclaimed the



news, and for the assurance we have in Jesus’ promise to prepare
a place for us...

Lord, in Your mercy, Hear our prayer.

OUR FATHER WHO ART IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE THY NAME. THY
KINGDOM COME. THY WILL BE DONE ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN. GIVE
US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD, AND FORGIVE US OUR DEBTS, AS WE
FORGIVE OUR DEBTORS, AND LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION, BUT
DELIVER US FROM EVIL. FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM, AND THE POWER,
AND THE GLORY, FOREVER AND EVER. AMEN.

* Closing Hymn Thine is the Glory #355

Thine is the glory, Resurrected One!

Endless is the victr'y now for us begun!
Angels clothed in glory rolled the stone away,
leaving only graveclothes where his body lay.

Refrain:  Thine is the glory, Resurrected One!
Endless is the victr’y now for us begun!

Lo! Jesus meets us. Risen from the tomb,

lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom.

Let our doubting spirits find a voice to sing:

Christ who died is living; death has lost its sting. Refrain

Thine was the suff’ring, mine the endless life.

Sin holds no dominion; love wins over strife.

What then shall I shall | offer? Songs that never cease!

Thou hast won the vict'ry, glorious Prince of Peace!  Refrain

* Benediction

Go now into the world, not fearing the darkness, for you serve
the Risen Christ who has conquered death! May He meet you in
unexpected ways. May His presence give you courage in the face
of fear, and hope in the face of despair. May the promise of the
One who is the Resurrection and the Life, who prepares a place



for you, sustain you now and always. And may the blessing of
God Almighty — Father, Son, and Holy Spirit — be with you this
day and forevermore. Amen.

* Dismissal (One/Many)

Go in the peace and power of the Risen Christ!
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Postlude Because He Lives Gloria & William J. Gaither

Because He Lives by Gloria Gaither, William J. Gaither
© 1971 Hanna Street Music (Admin. by Gaither Copyright Management)
CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A

* Please stand as able and led
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Our thanks to all who have helped to prepare and lead this morning’s worship service:
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