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March 30, 2025 Fourth Sunday in Lent

Welcome

Organ Prelude  When His Salvation Bringing Wirtemberg

GIVE PRAISE TO GOD

* Call to Worship (One/Many)

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon us, as it was upon Jesus, to bring
good news to the poor. Let us open our hearts and minds to
the teachings of Christ, who challenged the pursuit of earthly
riches and called us to a life of compassion and justice.”

“We gather not to chase fleeting treasures, but to seek the
eternal riches of God’s grace and love. We come to learn how
we might be instruments of healing for a world fractured by
inequality.”

“Let us worship God, who calls us to a higher standard of living,
one defined not by what we possess, but by how we love and
serve our neighbors.”

“We will worship God, who challenges us to examine our hearts
and to act with justice and compassion in our communities and
throughout the world.”

Opening Prayer

Gracious and loving God, we come before you humbled by the
disparities of our world, disparities that stand in stark contrast
to the abundant generosity you have shown us. Forgive us for
the times we have prioritized material wealth over the needs of
others, and for the ways we have turned a blind eye to the
suffering of those around us. Open our eyes, as you opened the
eyes of Jesus, to see the plight of the poor and marginalized.
Grant us the courage to confront the systems and structures



* Opening Song Come, Let Us All Unite to Sing #7V
l:

that perpetuate inequality. Anoint us with your Spirit, that we
may be agents of change, working towards a world where all
have enough. Help us to live simply, love generously, and follow
faithfully in the footsteps of Jesus, who came to bring good news
to the poor. Amen.

Come, let us all unite to sing, God is love.

Let heav'n and earth their praises bring, God is love.
Let ev'ry soul from sin awake,

let ev'ry heart sweet music make,

and sing with us for Jesus’ sake, for God is love.

Refrain: God is love! God is love!
Come, let us all unite to sing that God is love.

O tell to earth’s remotest bound, God is love.

In Christ we have redemption found, God is love.
His blood has washed our sins away,

his Spirit turned our night to day,

and now we can rejoice to say that God is love. Refrain

What though our mortal flesh shall fail, God is love!
Through Christ we shall o’er death prevail, God is love!
While endless ages roll along,

we’ll triumph with the heav’nly throng

and this shall be our sweetest song, that God is love!  Refrain

4: How happy is our portion here, God is love.

Chi

These promises our spirits cheer, God is love.
God is our sun and shield by day,
our help, our hope, our strength and stay;

and will be with us all the way: our God is love. Refrain

ELEBRATE D’S FAMILY

Idren’s Time



Song How Great Is Our God #1116

How Great Is Our God by Chris Tomlin, Ed Cash, Jesse Reeves
© 2004 Rising Springs Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing); Vamos Publishing
(Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing); worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG
Publishing); Wondrously Made Songs (Admin. by Reservoir Media Management, Inc.)
CCLI License No. 1428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A
I: The splendor of the King,
clothed in majesty,
let all the earth rejoice,
let all the earth rejoice.
He wraps himself in light,
and darkness tries to hide,
and trembles at his voice,
and trembles at his voice.

Refrain: How great is our God!
Sing with me: how great is our God!/
And all will see how great, how great is our God/!

2: And age to age, he stands,
and time is in his hands;
beginning and the end,
beginning and the end.
The Godhead, Three in One,
Father, Spirit, Son,
the Lion and the Lamb,
the Lion and the Lamb.

Refrain: How great is our God!
Sing with me: how great is our God!
And all will see how great, how great is our God!

Bridge:
Name above all names, worthy of all praise.
My heart will sing, how great is our God!

Pastoral Prayer



WORSHIP IN GIVING

Thoughts on Giving

Today, we consider the story of the Rich Man and Lazarus. This
parable is not just a condemnation of how wealth corrupts, but
a call to action. Our giving is not merely an obligation, but a
participation in God's work of justice and reconciliation. When
we give, we are not simply donating money; we are investing in
the lives of others. We are expressing our solidarity with those
who are marginalized. We are actively working to close the
income disparity gap that Jesus so clearly addressed. Let our
giving be an act of repentance for our complicity in systems of
injustice. Let it be an expression of our commitment to follow
Jesus, who gave everything for us. Let it be a tangible sign of
our love for God and for our neighbor. As you give today, search
your heart and ask yourself: ‘Am | giving out of abundance, or
out of sacrifice? Am | giving to ease my conscience, or to truly
make a difference?’ May our gifts reflect our desire to build a
world where God's love and justice reign.

Song Peace, Be Still #2021V

Peace, be still, and know that | am God.
Peace, be still, and know that | am.
Peace, be still, and know.

Peace, be still.

Peace, be.

Peace, peace.

ISTEN F D’ D LAIMED

Scripture Lesson Luke 16:19-31, CEB

' “There was a certain rich man who clothed himself in purple
and fine linen, and who feasted luxuriously every day. ° At his
gate lay a certain poor man named Lazarus who was covered



with sores. 2' Lazarus longed to eat the crumbs that fell from the
rich man’s table. Instead, dogs would come and lick his sores.

22“The poor man died and was carried by angels to Abraham’s
side. The rich man also died and was buried. ** While being
tormented in the place of the dead, he looked up and saw
Abraham at a distance with Lazarus at his side. 2*He shouted,
‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me. Send Lazarus to dip the tip
of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I'm suffering
in this flame.’ 2* But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during
your lifetime you received good things, whereas Lazarus received
terrible things. Now Lazarus is being comforted and you are in
great pain. 2 Moreover, a great crevasse has been fixed between
us and you. Those who wish to cross over from here to you
cannot. Neither can anyone cross from there to us.’

27 “The rich man said, ‘Then | beg you, Father, send Lazarus to
my father’s house. 2 | have five brothers. He needs to warn them
so that they don’t come to this place of agony.” *° Abraham
replied, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets. They must listen to
them.” *The rich man said, ‘No, Father Abraham! But if
someone from the dead goes to them, they will change their
hearts and lives.” ' Abraham said, ‘If they don't listen to Moses
and the Prophets, then neither will they be persuaded if someone
rises from the dead.’”

Song Who Will Speak a Word of Warning #758 V7
Who Will Speak A Word Of Warning by Richard Leach

© 1998 Selah Publishing Company, Inc.
CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A

[: Who will speak a word of warning

to a world whose wealth expands,

as the growing wealth is gathered

into ever fewer hands?

Christ, you speak a word of warning

for the church to know and tell:

greed is death and life is giving;

hands that give receive as well.



Sermon

* Song

Who will speak a word of wisdom
to a world where truth gives way,
as the claims of pow’r and priv’lege
shift and shape the truth each day?
Christ, you speak a word of wisdom
for the church to heed and share:
truth is not the claims of power!
Truth is hurt and hope and prayer.

Who will speak a word of welcome
to the greatest and the least,

calling those with pow’r to service,
calling all to share the feast?

Christ, you speak a word of welcome
for the church to tell and live:

all who hunger, come, be seated;
take what Christ is here to give.

“The Lazarus Divide”

GO IN GOD’S NAME

Great Is Thy Faithfulness #419V

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father.

There is no shadow of turning with thee.

Thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not.
As thou hast been thou forever wilt be.

Refrain:
Great is thy faithtulness! Great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies [ see.
All I have needed thy hand hath provided.
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest,
sun, moon, and stars in their courses above,
join with all nature in manifold witness



to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. Refrain

3:  Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide,
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow;
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain

* Benediction

Organ Postlude Praise the Savior German Melody

* Please stand as able and led
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