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March 23, 2025 Third Sunday in Lent

Welcome to worship as we journey
through the season of Lent,
seeking to grow in faith, hope and love.

Welcome

Good morning and welcome, everyone! Today, we will look at
the parables of the lost sheep and the lost coin in Luke 5. His
parables will remind us of God’s relentless love and how heaven
celebrates when even one soul is found. Let's worship together!

Prelude More Love to Thee W. H. Doane

GIVE PRAISE TO GOD

* Call to Worship (One/Many)

Come, all you who feel lost, uncertain, or unworthy.

\We come, drawn by the promise of grace.

Come, all you who long for acceptance and love.

We come, knowing God seeks us out.

Let us worship the God who rejoices over every single one

who is found, the God whose love knows no bounds!
Let us worship with joy and gratitude!
* Opening Prayer

Gracious God, we give you thanks for your boundless love
and unwavering grace. We praise you for the joy you express
when even one lost soul is found and brought home. Fill us
with that same joy today. Help us to be mindful of those who
are still lost, those who feel far from your love. Empower us
to be instruments of your grace, extending your hand of



welcome and compassion to all. We ask for your guidance
and blessing on this service of worship, in Jesus’ name. Amen

* Opening Song Praise Him, Praise Him #100 "

[ :Praise him, praise him! Jesus, our blessed redeemer!
Sing, O earth, his wonderful love proclaim!
Hail him, hail him! Highest archangels in glory!
Strength and honor give to his holy name!
Like a shepherd, Jesus will guard his children.
In his arms he carries them all day long.

Refrain:
Praise him! Praise him! tell of his excellent greatness.
Praise him! Praise him! ever in joyful song.

2:Praise him, praise him! Jesus, our blessed redeemer!
For our sins, he suffered, and bled, and died.
He our rock, our hope of eternal salvation,
hail him, hail him! Jesus, the crucified.
Sound his praises, Jesus who bore our sorrows,
love unbounded, wonderful, deep, and strong. Refrain

3:Praise him, praise him! Jesus, our blessed redeemer!
Heav'nly portals loud with hosannas ring!
Jesus, Savior, reigneth forever and ever!
Crown him, crown him! prophet, and priest, and king!
Christ is coming, over the world victorious.
Pow’r and glory unto the Lord belong. Refrain

CELEBRATE GOD’S FAMILY

Children’s Time

Old Testament Reading Psalm 23 CEB

23 The Lord is my shepherd. I lack nothing. * He lets me rest
in grassy meadows; he leads me to restful waters; * he keeps



me alive. He guides me in proper paths for the sake of his
good name.

* Even when | walk through the darkest valley, | fear no
danger because you are with me. Your rod and your staff—
they protect me.

> You set a table for me right in front of my enemies. You
bathe my head in oil; my cup is so full it spills over! ® Yes,
goodness and faithful love will pursue me all the days of my
life, and | will live in the Lord’s house as long as I live.
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Pastoral Prayer

WORSHIP IN GIVING

Thoughts on Giving

Jesus taught us that God rejoices when even one lost person
is found. Today, as we give our offerings, let us remember
the value that God places on each individual. Let our gifts be
a tangible expression of our love and a commitment to
reaching out to those who need to know the joy of being
found by God.

Song Come, Thou Fount #563 V7

[: Come, thou fount of ev’ry blessing,
tune my heart to sing thy grace.
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,
call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet,
sung by flaming tongues above.
Praise the mount, I'm fixed upon it,
mount of God’s unchanging love.

2: Here | raise my Ebenezer,
hither by thy help I'm come,
and | hope, by thy good pleasure,
safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger,
wand’ring from the fold of God.
He, to rescue me from danger,
interposed his precious blood.

3: Oh, to grace how great a debtor
daily I'm constrained to be!
Let that grace now, like a fetter,
bind my wand’ring heart to thee.
Prone to wander, Lord, | feel it,



prone to leave the God | love.
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it,
seal it for thy courts above.

LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED

Scripture Lesson Luke 15:1-10, CEB
Occasions for celebration

I5 All the tax collectors and sinners were gathering around
Jesus to listen to him. 2 The Pharisees and legal experts were
grumbling, saying, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with
them.”

3 Jesus told them this parable: *“Suppose someone among
you had one hundred sheep and lost one of them. Wouldn’t
he leave the other ninety-nine in the pasture and search for
the lost one until he finds it? * And when he finds it, he is
thrilled and places it on his shoulders. ®When he arrives
home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to
them, ‘Celebrate with me because I've found my lost sheep.’
"In the same way, | tell you, there will be more joy in heaven
over one sinner who changes both heart and life than over
ninety-nine righteous people who have no need to change
their hearts and lives.

8 “Or what woman, if she owns ten silver coins and loses one
of them, won’t light a lamp and sweep the house, searching
her home carefully until she finds it? * When she finds it, she
calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Celebrate
with me because I've found my lost coin.” '°In the same way,
I tell you, joy breaks out in the presence of God’s angels over
one sinner who changes both heart and life.”

SpeCIa| Music .S'hepherd/l/le, O God Marty Haugen
Shepherd Me, O God by Marty Haugen
© 1986 GIA Publications, Inc.
CCLI License No. 1428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A



Sermon “God’s Pursuit: Who is Seeking Whom?”

GO IN GOD’Ss NAME

* Song Savior, like a shepherd lead us #355 "W
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Bless - ed Je-sus!Bless-ed Je-sus! thou hast bought us, thine we  are.
Bless - ed Je-sus!Bless-ed Je-sus! hear, O  hear us,whenwe pray.
Bless - ed Je-sus!Bless-ed Je-sus! thou hast lovedus, love us still.
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Bless-ed Je - sus! Bless-ed Je-sus! thou hast bought us, thine we  are.
Bless-ed Je-sus! Bless-ed Je-sus! hear, O hear us,whenwe pray.
Bless-ed Je-sus!Bless-ed Je-sus! thou hast loved us, love us  still.
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* Benediction

Postlude Oﬂ/)/ God Geneser Smith

* Please stand as able and led
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Our thanks to all who have helped to prepare and lead this morning’s worship service:

MINISTETS o..veevvvrvreeerrriiieeerrrieseerrrrsseessrrrssssssrrsssssssrres All Members
Pastor ......vviiieeeeeee e David Whitten
Minister of MUSIC.........ooveeeiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeee, Vanessa Morton
Worship Assistant ...........c...eeeeevriiieeriniiieeeeniireeeenns Sarah Hartman
Worship Leader..........c.ccccovvviivniiiiniiiiniiiiniiiiniieens Thoko Lipato
Dir. of Media § Tech .......ooeeeeeiiiiiieeee Kevin Beers
FIQUEISE oo Sarah Hartman

GUITATIST oeveeeee e e e e ee e e e aeeaans David Whitten



