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March 16, 2025 Second Sunday in Lent

Welcome to worship as we journey through the season of
Lent, seeking to grow in faith, hope and love.

Welcome

PreIUde [ Want Jesus to Walk with Me African American Spiritual
1 Want Jesus to Walk with Me arranged by Marilynn Hamm
© 2011 by Alfred Music Publishing Co., Inc.
CCLI License No. 1428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A

[ want Jesus to walk with me; | want Jesus to walk with me;
All along my pilgrim journey, Lord, | want Jesus to walk with me.

In my trials, Lord, walk with me; In my trials, Lord, walk with me;
When my heart is almost breaking, Lord, | want Jesus to walk with me.

When I'm troubled, Lord, walk with me; When I'm troubled, Lord, walk with me;
When my head is bowed in sorrow, Lord, | want Jesus to walk with me.

GIVE PRAISE TO GOD

* Call to Worship (One/Many/ALL)

Friends, we gather today in a season of reflection, aware of
the call to repentance that echoes in the words of Jesus.

\We hear the warning, the urgency of bearing good fruit.

But we also hear the plea of the vinedresser, a promise of
care and a second chance.

We open our hearts to God's grace, seeking to grow in
faithfulness.

Let us worship the God of both justice and mercy, who calls
us to life.

LET US WORSHIP THE GOD OF SECOND CHANCES!
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Opening Prayer

God of grace and second chances, we gather today seeking
your transforming power. Forgive us for our times of
unfruitfulness. Open our hearts to the work of your Spirit,
that we may bear fruit worthy of your kingdom. Help us to
embrace the care of the Vinedresser, Jesus Christ, and grow
in love and service to your glory. Amen.

* Opening Song Come We That Love

Come, we that love the Lord,
and let our joys be known.

Join in a song with sweet accord,
join in a song with sweet accord,
and thus surround the throne,
and thus surround the throne.

Refrain: We're marching to Zion,
beautiful, beautitul Zion.
We're marching upward to Zion,
the beautiful city of God.

The hill of Zion yields

a thousand sacred sweets,

before we reach the heav’nly fields,

before we reach the heav’nly fields,

or walk the golden streets,

or walk the golden streets. Refrain

Then let our songs abound,

and ev'ry tear be dry.

We’re marching thro’ Immanuel’s ground,

we’re marching thro’ Immanuel’s ground,

to fairer worlds on high,

to fairer worlds on high. Refrain

#31V



ELEBRATE D’S FAMILY

Dedication of Literacy Drive Books

Song Gentle Shepherd, Come and Lead Us #7187
Gentle Shepherd, Come and Lead Us by Gloria Gaither, William J. Gaither

© 1974 William J. Gaither, Inc. (Admin. by Gaither Copyright Management)
CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A
Gentle Shepherd, come and lead us,
for we need you to help us find our way.
Gentle Shepherd, come and feed us,
for we need your strength from day to day.

There’s no other we can turn to who can help us face another day.

Gentle Shepherd, come and lead us,
for we need you to help us find our way.

New Testament Reading Luke 13:6-9 CEB

® Jesus told this parable: “A man owned a fig tree planted in
his vineyard. He came looking for fruit on it and found none.
"He said to his gardener, ‘Look, I've come looking for fruit
on this fig tree for the past three years, and I've never found
any. Cut it down! Why should it continue depleting the soil’s
nutrients?’ ® The gardener responded, ‘Lord, give it one more
year, and | will dig around it and give it fertilizer. ® Maybe it
will produce fruit next year; if not, then you can cut it
down.””

Pastoral Prayer (INCLUDE ONLY IN PASTORAL BULLETIN)

Gracious God, we bow before you in humility, acknowledging
our shortcomings as individuals and as a congregation. We
confess that we have often fallen short of your expectations,
failing to bear the fruit you desire in our lives. We have been
distracted by the world, complacent in our faith, and at
times, resistant to your gentle guidance.

We thank you for the powerful message in the parable of the
fig tree. Thank you for reminding us of the urgency of



repentance and the consequences of unfruitfulness. Thank
you for challenging us to examine our lives and our
congregation's impact.

But most of all, we praise you for the vinedresser, for Jesus
Christ, our Advocate, who intercedes on our behalf. We
thank you for the gift of second chances, for the boundless
patience and unwavering grace you extend to us, even when
we least deserve it.

Lord, we lift up to you the needs of our congregation. For
those who are struggling with illness, grief, or uncertainty,
we ask for your healing and comfort. Strengthen the weary,
encourage the discouraged, and lead us all into deeper faith
and trust.

We also pray for our community and for the world. Guide our
leaders to act with wisdom and justice. Inspire us to be
instruments of your peace and reconciliation. Empower us to
reach out to those in need, to care for the marginalized, and
to be a beacon of hope in a world often filled with darkness.

And now, Holy Spirit, we ask for your presence and power
during this Lenten season. Help us to identify the areas in our
lives where we are not bearing fruit. Grant us the courage to
confess, to repent, and to actively seek to grow in
faithfulness. Help us to nurture our relationships with you and
with one another, so that we may become a community of
fruit-bearing disciples.

We lift these prayers to you in the name of Jesus Christ, our
Lord and Savior, who taught us to pray:

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.



WORSHIP IN GIVING
Thoughts on Giving

The parable of the fig tree challenges us to consider what we
are producing with the resources God has given us. We are
called not only to examine our personal lives, but also to
consider the fruitfulness of our congregation.

Our giving is an opportunity to participate in God’s work of
nurturing growth. It’s more than just meeting a budget; it’s
an investment in the kingdom of God. It supports the
ministries that allow us to reach out to our community,
comfort the bereaved, heal the suffering, and share the Good
News.

As we offer our gifts today, let us remember that they are
seeds planted in the fertile ground of God's love. Let us give
generously and cheerfully, trusting that God will use our
offerings to bring forth a harvest of compassion, justice, and
hope. Let us give not out of obligation, but out of gratitude
for the second chances we have been given, and with a desire
to bear fruit that will last for eternity.

Special Music In the Morning When I Rise  African American Spiriual

ISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED

Scripture Lesson Lukel3:34-35, CEB

3 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone

those who were sent to you! How often | have wanted to
gather your people just as a hen gathers her chicks under her
wings. But you didn’t want that. * Look, your house is
abandoned. | tell you, you won’t see me until the time comes
when you say, Blessings on the one who comes in the Lord’s
name.”



Song Spirit of God! Descend #557 V7

[:  Spirit of God! descend upon my heart.
Wean it from earth, through all its pulses move.
Stoop to my weakness, mighty as thou art,
and make me love thee as | ought to love.

2: | ask no dream, no prophet ecstasies,
no sudden rending of the veil of clay,
no angel visitant, no op’ning skies,
but take the dimness of my soul away.

3:  Hast thou not bid us love thee, Holy One?
All, all thine own: soul, heart, and strength, and mind.
| see thy cross—there call my heart to run.
Oh, let me seek thee, and oh, let me find!

4:  Teach me to feel that thou art always nigh.
Teach me the struggles of the soul to bear,
to check the rising doubt, the rebel sigh;
teach me the patience of unanswered prayer.

5:  Teach me to love thee as thine angels love,
one holy passion filling all my frame;
the baptism of the heav’'n-descended dove,
my heart an altar, and thy love the flame.

Sermon “When Grace Butts In”
GO IN GOD’s NAME
* Song God of Grace and God of Glory #7161V

[: God of grace and God of glory,
on thy people pour thy pow’r.
Crown thine ancient church’s story,
bring its bud to glorious flow’r.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
for the facing of this hour, © """
for the facing of this hour.



2:  Lo! the hosts of evil round us
scorn thy Christ, assail his ways!
From the fears that long have bound us,
free our hearts to faith and praise.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
for the living of these days, " %)
for the living of these days.

3:  Cure thy children’s warring madness;
bend our pride to thy control;
shame our wanton, selfish gladness,
rich in things and poor in soul.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
lest we miss thy kingdom's goal, *edoms o2l
lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal.

4:  Save us from weak resignation
to the evils we deplore.
Let the search for thy salvation
be our glory evermore.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
serving thee whom we adore, 2%
serving thee whom we adore.

* Benediction

PostIUde T/?y Way, O lord Jackson/Deas

* Please stand as able and led
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Our thanks to all who have helped to prepare and lead this morning’s worship service:

MIDISEETS......ovvveiiieiiiiiiiiiiteeeeeeriiriirreeeeeeessssssrrrresesesssssns All Members
Pastor .......cccoveveeenns David Whitten  Flautist ..................... Sarah Hartman
Minister of Music......Vanessa Morton  Guitarist .................... David Whitten
Worship Assistant ....... Sarah Hartman  Pianist ........................ Ken Heatwole
Worship Leader-........... Alyce Newman  Special Music........... David Whitten &

Dir. of Media & Tech ....... Kevin Beers Vanessa Morton



