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March 9, 2025 First Sunday in Lent

Welcome

Organ Prelude Fanfare Kevin L. Raybuck

Fanfare by Kevin L. Raybuck
©1994 The Lorenz Corporation (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.)
CCLI License No. [ 1428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A

GIVE PRAISE TO GOD

* Call to Worship (One/Many/ALL)

Friends, we gather today, not just as individuals, but as a
community called to love.

We come seeking to understand what it means to be a true
neighbor.

Jesus challenged a lawyer with the question, “Who is my
neighbor?” Let us open our hearts and minds to hear God's
answer.

May we be moved to compassion and action, reaching out to
those in need.

Let us worship God, who calls us to love our neighbors as
ourselves.

AMEN.

* Opening Prayer

Loving God, we come before you today seeking understanding.
Open our hearts to the message of the Good Samaritan, that
we may truly grasp what it means to be a neighbor. Help us to
see beyond our comfort zones, beyond our prejudices, and
beyond our self-interest. Give us the courage to reach out to
those who are hurting, and those who are in need. May your
love flow through us, that we may be instruments of your peace
and compassion in the world. Amen.



* Opening Song Al People That on Earth Do Dwell

| .

All people that on earth do dwell,

sing out your faith with cheerful voice;
delight in God whose praise you tell,
whose presence calls you to rejoice.

Know that there is one God indeed,
who fashions us without our aid,
who claims us, gives us all we need,
whose tender care will never fade.

Enter the sacred gates with praise,
with joy approach the temple walls.
Extol and bless our God always
as people whom the Spirit calls.

Proclaim again that God is good,
whose mercy is forever sure,

whose truth at all times firmly stood,
and shall from age to age endure.

CELEBRATE GOD’S FAMILY

Children’s Time

Old Testament Reading

A psalm of David.

#5 VT

Psalm 15, CEB

I5 Who can live in your tent, Lord? Who can dwell on your
holy mountain? 2 The person who lives free of blame, does what
is right, and speaks the truth sincerely; * who does no damage
with their talk, does no harm to a friend, doesn’t insult a
neighbor; * someone who despises those who act wickedly, but
who honors those who honor the Lord; someone who keeps
their promise even when it hurts; * someone who doesn’t lend
money with interest, who won’t accept a bribe against any
innocent person. Whoever does these things will never stumble.



Song Come, Bring Your Burdens to God #6791V

Come, bring your burdens to God;

come, bring your burdens to God;

come, bring your burdens to God,
for Jesus will never say no.

Congregational Prayer (One/All #890 VT

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and
cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead
in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace we
have been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, our sins are
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen us with power through
the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in our hearts through
faith. Amen.

WORSHIP IN GIVING

Thoughts on Giving

The story of the Good Samaritan reminds us that love is not
just a feeling, but an action. Our offerings support the
ministries of this church, which reach out to those in need,
both locally and globally. Through our giving, we become
partners in the work of healing, restoration, and reconciliation.
Let us give generously, knowing that our gifts are helping to
build a more just and compassionate world.



Special Music
by.
©
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LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED

Scripture Lesson Luke 10:25-37, CEB

Loving your neighbor

A legal expert stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said,
“what must | do to gain eternal life?”

% Jesus replied, “What is written in the Law? How do you
interpret it?”

*"He responded, “You must love the Lord your God with all
your heart, with all your being, with all your strength, and with
all your mind, and love your nejghbor as yourself.”

%8 Jesus said to him, “You have answered correctly. Do this and
you will live.”

2 But the legal expert wanted to prove that he was right, so
he said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”

3 Jesus replied, “A man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho.
He encountered thieves, who stripped him naked, beat him up,
and left him near death. *' Now it just so happened that a priest
was also going down the same road. When he saw the injured
man, he crossed over to the other side of the road and went
on his way. 3 Likewise, a Levite came by that spot, saw the
injured man, and crossed over to the other side of the road and
went on his way. ** A Samaritan, who was on a journey, came
to where the man was. But when he saw him, he was moved
with compassion. ** The Samaritan went to him and bandaged
his wounds, tending them with oil and wine. Then he placed
the wounded man on his own donkey, took him to an inn, and
took care of him. 3 The next day, he took two full days” worth
of wages and gave them to the innkeeper. He said, ‘Take care
of him, and when I return, I will pay you back for any additional



costs.” 3* What do you think? Which one of these three was a
neighbor to the man who encountered thieves?”

"Then the legal expert said, “The one who demonstrated
mercy toward him.”

Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”

Song
l:

Sermon

* Song

Refrain:

The Glory of These Forty Days #305 V"

The glory of these forty days

we celebrate with songs of praise,

for Christ, by whom all things were made,
himself has fasted and has prayed.

: Alone and fasting Moses saw

the loving God who gave the law.
And to Elijah, fasting, came
the steed and chariots of flame.

: So Daniel trained his mystic sight,

delivered from the lion’s might.
And John, the Savior’s friend,
became the herald of Messiah’s name.

Then grant, O God, that we may, too,
return in fast and prayer to you.
Our spirits strengthen with your grace,
and give us joy to see your face.

“Strangers No More’

GO IN GOD’s NAME

For We Are Strangers No More #4090V

For we are strangers no more, but members of one family;
strangers no more, but part of one humanity;

strangers no more, were neighbors to each other now;
strangers no more, we re bound to one another now.



[: Come, walk with me, we’ll worship God together,
as we join song to song, and prayer to prayer.
Come, take my hand, and we will work together
by lifting all the burdens we can share.

Refrain

2: Where diff’ring cultures meet, we’ll serve together.
Where hatred rages, we will strive for peace.
Come, take my hand, and we will pray together
that justice come, and strife and warfare cease.

Refrain

3: There is a love that binds the world together,
a love that seeks the last, the lost, the least.

One day that love will bring us all together

in Christ, from South and North, from West and East.

Refrain

* Benediction

Choral Postlude

The Lord Bless You And Keep You

The Lord bless you and keep you;

#846 "V

the Lord lift his countenance upon you, and give you peace;
the Lord make his face to shine upon you,
and be gracious unto you. Amen, amen.

* Please stand as able and led
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Our thanks to all who have helped to prepare and lead this morning’s worship service:

James B. Pettis, Jr.
Sarah Hartman
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