
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  



West Richmond Church of the Brethren 

7612 Wanymala Road, Henrico, Virginia 23229-4239 
804-288-6439 (phone)  804-282-4408 (fax)  wrcob@wrcob.org  www.wrcob.org 

March 2, 2025 Transfiguration Sunday 

Welcome 

Prelude Here’s My Life, I Lay It Down Dave Lubben 

Here’s My Life, I Lay It Down by Dave Lubben 

© 2001 Integrity Worship Music (Admin. by Integrity Music) 

CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A 

GIVE PRAISE TO GOD 

* Call to Worship (One/Many/ALL)   

The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work 

of his hands. But today, we turn our attention to the One whom 

the heavens proclaim! 

We come seeking a voice that rises above the noise, a truth that 

cuts through the confusion. 

On the mountain, God broke through and declared: “This is my 

Son, whom I have chosen; listen to him!” 

Let us quiet our hearts, set aside our distractions, and listen for 

the voice of Jesus. 

Let us worship the Lord, the only one who can lead us to true life! 

WE WORSHIP YOU, O GOD, AND WE COMMIT OURSELVES TO LISTENING 

TO JESUS, THE SON YOU HAVE SENT. 

* Opening Prayer  

Holy and Almighty God, we gather in your presence today, drawn 

by your love and your call. We confess that often we are pulled in 

many directions, our attention divided among countless voices. 



Forgive us for the times we have failed to listen to your Son, Jesus. 

Open our ears to hear him speaking to us through your Word, 

through the Holy Spirit, and through the needs of the world 

around us. Silence the distractions that keep us from you. Help us 

to see Jesus as he truly is: the one true source of wisdom, hope, 

and life. May our worship today draw us closer to him, transform 

us by his grace, and empower us to follow him with all our hearts. 

In the name of Jesus we pray. Amen. 

* Opening Song O Love That Will Not Let Me Go #608  VT 

1: O Love that will not let me go, 

I rest my weary soul in thee. 

I give thee back the life I owe,  

that in thine ocean depths its flow  

may richer, fuller be. 

2: O Light that follows all my way, 

I yield my flick’ring torch to thee. 

My heart restores its borrowed ray,  

that in thy sunshine’s blaze its day  

may brighter, fairer be.  

3: O Joy that seekest me through pain, 

I cannot close my heart to thee.  

I trace the rainbow through the rain,  

and feel the promise is not vain,  

that morn shall tearless be. 

4: O Cross that liftest up my head,  

I dare not ask to fly from thee. 

I lay in dust, life’s glory dead,  

and from the ground there blossoms red,  

life that shall endless be. 

CELEBRATE GOD’S FAMILY 

Children’s Time 



 Song Be Still, My Soul #664  VT
 

1: Be still, my soul! for God is on your side;  

bear patiently the cross of grief or pain:  

leave to your God to order and provide, 

who through all changes faithful will remain.  

Be still, my soul! your best, your heav’nly Friend 

through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 

2: Be still, my soul! for God will undertake  

to guide the future surely as the past.  

Your hope, your confidence, let nothing shake; 

all now mysterious shall be clear at last.  

Be still, my soul! the waves and winds still know  

the voice that calmed their fury long ago. 

3: Be still, my soul! the hour is hastening on  

when we shall be forever in God's peace;  

when disappointment, grief, and fear are gone, 

love’s joys restored, our strivings all shall cease.  

Be still my soul! when change and tears are past,  

all safe and blessed we shall meet at last. 

New Testament Reading  2 Peter 1:16-19 CEB 

Christ’s return is true 

16 We didn’t repeat crafty myths when we told you about the 

powerful coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Quite the contrary, 

we witnessed his majesty with our own eyes. 17 He received honor 

and glory from God the Father when a voice came to him from 

the magnificent glory, saying, “This is my dearly loved Son, with 

whom I am well-pleased.” 18 We ourselves heard this voice from 

heaven while we were with him on the holy mountain. 19 In 

addition, we have a most reliable prophetic word, and you would 

do well to pay attention to it, just as you would to a lamp shining 

in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises 

in your hearts. 



Pastoral Prayer 

WORSHIP IN G IVING 

Thoughts on Giving   

Holy and Almighty God, we gather in your presence today, 

drawn by your love and your call. We confess that often we 

are pulled in many directions, our attention divided among 

countless voices. Forgive us for the times we have failed to 

listen to your Son, Jesus. Open our ears to hear him speaking 

to us through your Word, through the Holy Spirit, and through 

the needs of the world around us. Silence the distractions that 

keep us from you. Help us to see Jesus as he truly is: the one 

true source of wisdom, hope, and life.   

 Special Music Amazing Grace arr. John Coates, Jr. 

Amazing Grace by John Newton, adapted & arranged by John Coates, Jr. 

©1961 Shawnee Press Inc. 

CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A 

LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED 

Scripture Lesson Luke 9:28-36, CEB 

Jesus transformed 
28 About eight days after Jesus said these things, he took Peter, 

John, and James, and went up on a mountain to pray. 29 As he 

was praying, the appearance of his face changed and his clothes 

flashed white like lightning. 30 Two men, Moses and Elijah, were 

talking with him. 31 They were clothed with heavenly splendor 

and spoke about Jesus’ departure, which he would achieve in 

Jerusalem. 32 Peter and those with him were almost overcome by 

sleep, but they managed to stay awake and saw his glory as well 

as the two men with him. 



33 As the two men were about to leave Jesus, Peter said to him, 

“Master, it’s good that we’re here. We should construct three 

shrines: one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah”—but he 

didn’t know what he was saying. 34 Peter was still speaking when 

a cloud overshadowed them. As they entered the cloud, they 

were overcome with awe. 
35 Then a voice from the cloud said, “This is my Son, my chosen 

one. Listen to him!” 36 Even as the voice spoke, Jesus was found 

alone. They were speechless and at the time told no one what 

they had seen. 

Song Nearer, My God, to Thee #658  VT
 

1: Nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee!  

E’en though it be a cross that raiseth me;  

still all my song shall be, nearer, my God, to thee,  

nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee! 

2: Though like the wanderer, the sun gone down,  

darkness be over me, my rest a stone;  

yet in my dreams I’d be nearer, my God, to thee,  

nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee! 

3: There let the way appear steps unto heav’n;  

all that thou sendest me in mercy giv’n;  

angels to beckon me nearer, my God, to thee,  

nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee! 

4: Then, with my waking thoughts bright with thy praise,  

out of my stony griefs, Bethel I’ll raise;  

so by my woes to be nearer, my God to thee,  

nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee! 

5: Or if on joyful wing, cleaving the sky,  

sun, moon, and stars forgot, upward I fly,  

still all my song shall be, nearer, my God, to thee,  

nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee! 

Sermon “Selective Hearing” 



GO IN GOD’S NAME 

* Song I Have Decided to Follow Jesus #443  VT 

1: I have decided to follow Jesus. 

I have decided to follow Jesus. 

I have decided to follow Jesus— 

no turning back, no turning back. 

2: The world behind me, the cross before me; 

the world behind me, the cross before me;  

The world behind me, the cross before me; 

no turning back, no turning back. 

3: Though none go with me, I still will follow. 

Though none go with me, I still will follow.  

Though none go with me, I still will follow— 

no turning back, no turning back. 

* Benediction 

 Postlude  What a Wonderful Savior!  Elisha A. Hoffman 

* Please stand as able and led 

                                  

Our thanks to all who have helped to prepare and lead this morning’s worship service: 

Ministers .................................................................. All Members 
Pastor ............................................................................................ David Whitten 

Minister of Music ......................................................................... Vanessa Morton 

Worship Leader ............................................................................ Susan Robertson 

Children’s Time .............................................................................. Sarah Hartman 

Special Music ........................................................................................ Our Choir 

Bass Guitarist .............................................................................Barbara Hodgdon 

Flautist ......................................................................................... Sarah Hartman 

Guitarist ......................................................................................... David Whitten 

Dir. of Media & Tech ........................................................................... Kevin Beers 


