
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



West Richmond Church of the Brethren 

7612 Wanymala Road, Henrico, Virginia 23229-4239 
804-288-6439 (phone)  804-282-4408 (fax)  wrcob@wrcob.org  www.wrcob.org 

February 23, 2025 7th Sunday after Epiphany 

Welcome 

Good morning, everyone, and welcome. So often, when we think 

about Jesus’ ministry, we think of the Twelve. But today, we’re 

going to lift up and celebrate some other important figures that 

are often overlooked. We’ll be diving into Luke 8, verses 1-3, 

and considering the radical inclusion of women in Jesus’ ministry. 

Let’s worship! 

Prelude I Will Enter His Gates With Thanksgiving arr. William Bay 

GIVE PRAISE TO GOD 

* Call to Worship (One/Many/ALL)   

Let us come before the Lord, not bound by the limitations of our 

world, but embracing the boundless grace of God's kingdom. 

For in Christ, barriers crumble, and all are welcomed to the table 

of fellowship. 

From towns and villages, fields and homes, people came to hear 

the Good News. Jesus, the Son of God, knew no gender, 

economic, or social barrier. 

Let us worship the One who sees beyond our perceived limitations 

and calls us to serve, each with our unique gifts. 

WE WORSHIP YOU, O GOD, FOR YOUR RADICAL INCLUSIVITY. 

* Opening Prayer  

Gracious God, we come acknowledging our past failures to fully 

include all voices in your church. Thank you for the example of 



the women in Luke 8 who supported Jesus. Guide us now to 

create a community where all are valued, respected, and 

empowered to serve. We pray in Jesus' name. Amen. 

* Opening Song Lift Every Voice #611  VT 

1:  Lift ev’ry voice and sing, till earth and heaven ring, 

ring with the harmonies of liberty.  

Let our rejoicing rise high as the list’ning skies, 

let it resound loud as the rolling sea.  

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us. 

Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us.  

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun, 

let us march on till victory is won. 

2:  Stony the road we trod, bitter the chast’ning rod, 

felt in the days when hope unborn had died;  

yet with a steady beat, have not our weary feet 

come to the place for which our people sighed?  

We have come over a way that with tears has been watered. 

We have come, treading our path thro’ the blood of the slaughtered,  

out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last 

where the bright gleam of our bright star is cast. 

3:  God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 

thou who hast brought us thus far on the way,  

thou who hast by thy might led us into the light, 

keep us forever in the path, we pray.  

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met thee; 

lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world, we forget thee;  

shadowed beneath thy hand, may we forever stand, 

true to our God, true to our native land. 

CELEBRATE GOD’S FAMILY 

Children’s Time 



 Song Precious Lord, Take My Hand #610  VT
 

Precious Lord, Take My Hand by Thomas Andrew Dorsey 

© Words: 1938 Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp. (Admin. by CURB | Word Music Publishing) 

Music: 1983 Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp. (Admin. by CURB | Word Music Publishing) 

CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A 

1: Precious Lord, take my hand,  

 lead me on, help me stand,  

I am tired, I am weak, I am worn.  

Through the storm, through the night,  

 lead me on to the light,  

take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 

2: When my way grows drear,  

 precious Lord, linger near,  

when my life is almost gone,  

hear my cry, hear my call,  

 hold my hand lest I fall.  

Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 

3: When the darkness appears 

 and the night draws near,  

and the day is past and gone,  

at the river I stand, guide my feet,  

 hold my hand.  

Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 

Pastoral Prayer 

WORSHIP IN G IVING 

Thoughts on Giving   

The gospel’s radical inclusion breaks down barriers of gender, 

societal expectations, and personal history. Today, as we bring 

our offerings, let us remember the women of Luke 8 who used 

what they had to support Jesus’ ministry. May our generosity 

be a tangible expression of our commitment to breaking down 

barriers and building a community where all are valued and 



empowered. Let us give with open hearts, knowing that our gifts 

will help to make God’s love visible in this place and beyond. 

 Special Music Take My Life and Let It Be arr. Patricia Sanders Cota 

by Henri A. Cèsar Malan 

LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED 

Scripture Lesson Luke 8:1-3, CEB 

Women who followed Jesus 

8 Soon afterward, Jesus traveled through the cities and villages, 

preaching and proclaiming the good news of God’s kingdom. 

The Twelve were with him, 2 along with some women who had 

been healed of evil spirits and sicknesses. Among them were 

Mary Magdalene (from whom seven demons had been thrown 

out), 3 Joanna (the wife of Herod’s servant Chuza), Susanna, and 

many others who provided for them out of their resources. 

Song O Healing River #706  VT
 

1: O healing river, *(O healing river,) send down your waters,  

send down your waters upon this land.  

O healing river, send down your waters,  

and wash the blood from off the sand. 

2: This land is parching, this land is burning,  

no seed is growing in the barren ground.  

O healing river, send down your waters,  

O healing river, send your waters down. 

3: Let the seed of freedom awake and flourish,  

let the deep roots nourish, let the tall stalks rise.  

O healing river, send down your waters,  

O healing river, from out of the skies. 

*An echo can be sung after each phrase 

Sermon “Unsung Heroes” 



GO IN GOD’S NAME 

* Song We’ve Come This Far by Faith #599  VT 
We’ve Come This Far by Faith by Albert A. Goodson 

© 1963 Gaviota Music (Admin. by Gaither Copyright Management) 

CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A 

Refrain: We’ve come this far by faith, leaning on the Lord; 
trusting in his holy word,  
he’s never failed me yet. Oh, can’t turn around, 
we’ve come this far by faith. 

Don’t be discouraged when trouble’s in your life, 

he’ll bear your burdens and move all misery and strife.   

That’s why we’ve… 

Refrain: We’ve come this far by faith, leaning on the Lord; 
trusting in his holy word,  
he’s never failed me yet. Oh, can’t turn around, 
we’ve come this far by faith. 

* Benediction 

 Postlude  Sweet, Sweet Spirit Doris Akers 

Sweet, Sweet Spirit by Doris Akers 

© 1962. Renewed 1990 Manna Music, Inc. (Admin. by Gaither Copyright Management) 

CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A 

* Please stand as able and led 

                                  

Our thanks to all who have helped to prepare and lead this morning’s worship service: 

Ministers .................................................................. All Members 
Pastor ............................................................................................ David Whitten 

Minister of Music ......................................................................... Vanessa Morton 

Worship Leader ................................................................................... Ann Andrus 

Children’s Time .............................................................................. Sarah Hartman 

Special Music ................................... Our Handbell Choir, directed by Sarah Hartman 

Flautist ......................................................................................... Sarah Hartman 

Guitarist ......................................................................................... David Whitten 

Trumpeter ....................................................................................... Ken Heatwole 

Dir. of Media & Tech ........................................................................... Kevin Beers 


