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February 16, 2025 6™ Sunday after Epiphany
Welcome
Prelude Duet Wherever You Walk arr. Clair W. Johnson

GIVE PRAISE TO GOD
* Call to Worship (One/Many)

Sometimes we find ourselves with questions, wondering about the
path ahead. Perhaps, like John the Baptist, we're seeking clarity
and direction. Let’s come together this morning, seeking God’s
wisdom and renewing our hope in God’s love.”

We come seeking understanding, trusting that God's light will
guide us.”

* Opening Prayer

Gracious God, we come before you this morning, acknowledging
that we are a mix of hope and uncertainty. Like John the Baptist,
we sometimes struggle to fully grasp Your ways and Your timing.
We confess our questions and ask for the guidance of Your Holy
Spirit. Help us see Your hand at work, even in the unexpected, and
help us to trust Your goodness, even when we don't fully
understand. We pray that this time of worship will draw us closer
to You, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

* Opening Song Christ Is Our Cornerstone #4V

I Christ is our cornerstone,
on him alone we build.
With his true saints alone
the courts of heav’n are filled.



On his great love our hopes we place
of present grace and joys above.

2: Oh, then with hymns of praise
these hallow’d courts shall ring.
Our voices we will raise,
the Three-in-One to sing,
and thus proclaim in joyful song
both loud and long that glorious name.

3: Here may we gain from heav’n
the grace which we implore,
and may that grace, once giv'n,
be with us evermore,
until that day when all the bless’d
to endless rest are called away!

4: Praise to the God of heav'n;
sing praise to Christ the Son;
the Spirit, praise be giv'n,
who joins them both as one:
the holy Dove, who gives us grace
to find our place in God’s great love!

CELEBRATE GOD’S FAMILY
Children’s Time

Song When the Storms of Life Are Raging #595 V7
[: When the storms of life are raging, stand by me; "® ™)
stand by me)

when the storms of life are raging, stand by me. ¢
When the world is tossing me like a ship upon the sea,
thou who rulest wind and water, stand by me. %™

2: In the midst of tribulation, stand by me; ©2® ™

in the midst of tribulation, stand by me, ™)
When the hosts of hell assail, and my strength begins to fail,
thou who never lost a battle, stand by me. ™



3: In the midst of faults and failures, stand by me; ¢ ™
in the midst of faults and failures, stand by me. "% ™
When I've done the best | can, and my friends misunderstand,
thou who knowest all about me, stand by me. ™)

4: In the midst of persecution, stand by me; ¢ty m)

in the midst of persecution, stand by me. ¢t m
When my foes in war array undertake to stop my way,
thou who rescued Paul and Silas, stand by me. ™)

e: (stand by me)

5: When I'm growing old and feeble, stand by m
when I'm growing old and feeble, stand by me.
When my life becomes a burden, and I'm nearing chilly Jordan,
O thou Lily of the Valley, stand by me. ™)

stand by me)

Pastoral Prayer

WORSHIP IN GIVING

Thoughts on Giving
In the passage we will consider today, we see different responses
to the message of God. There were those who recognized the
significance of Jesus’ work and there were others who hesitated.
As we give today, let us reflect on the gifts God has already given
to us — forgiveness, love, life itself. We have been blessed in so
many ways, and so our giving is a response of thankfulness.

Special Music Amazing Grace arr. Whitten
ISTEN F D’ D LAIMED
Scripture Lesson Luke 7:18-35 CEB

John the Baptist and Jesus

'# John’s disciples informed him about all these things. John called
two of his disciples '* and sent them to the Lord. They were to ask



him, “Are you the one who is coming, or should we look for
someone else?”

2\When they reached Jesus, they said, “John the Baptist sent us
to you. He asks, ‘Are you the one who is coming, or should we
look for someone else?’”

2! Right then, Jesus healed many of their diseases, illnesses, and
evil spirits, and he gave sight to a number of blind people. ** Then
he replied to John’s disciples, “Go, report to John what you have
seen and heard. 7hose who were blind are able to see. Those who
were crippled now walk. People with skin diseases are cleansed.
Those who were deaf now hear. Those who were dead are raised
up. And good news is preached to the poor. ** Happy is anyone
who doesn’t stumble along the way because of me.”

* After John’s messengers were gone, Jesus spoke to the crowds
about John. “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A
stalk blowing in the wind? 2> What did you go out to see? A man
dressed up in refined clothes? Look, those who dress in fashionable
clothes and live in luxury are in royal palaces. * What did you go
out to see? A prophet? Yes, | tell you, and more than a prophet.
"He is the one of whom it's written: Look, I'm sending my
messenger before you, who will prepare your way before you. **|
tell you that no greater human being has ever been born than
John. Yet whoever is least in God’s kingdom is greater than he.”
®Everyone who heard this, including the tax collectors,
acknowledged God’s justice because they had been baptized by
John. 3 But the Pharisees and legal experts rejected God’s will for

themselves because they hadn’t been baptized by John.

31 “To what will | compare the people of this generation?” Jesus

asked. “What are they like? * They are like children sitting in the
marketplace calling out to each other, ‘We played the flute for you
and you didn’t dance. We sang a funeral song and you didn’t cry.’
3 John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking wine,
and you say, ‘He has a demon.’ ** Yet the Human One came eating
and drinking, and you say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunk, a friend
of tax collectors and sinners.” ** But wisdom is proved to be right
by all her descendants.”



Song Somebody Prayed for Me #698 VT

[: Somebody prayed for me,
had me on their mind,
took the time to pray for me.
I’'m so glad they prayed,
I'm so glad they prayed,
I'm so glad they prayed for me.

2: The people prayed for me,
had me on their mind,
took the time to pray for me.
I'm so glad they prayed,
I'm so glad they prayed,
I’'m so glad they prayed for me.

3: My Jesus prayed for me,
had me on his mind,
took the time to pray for me.
I'm so glad he prayed,
I’'m so glad he prayed,
I’'m so glad he prayed for me.

Sermon “Doubting John?”
GO IN GOD’S NAME
* Song Just As 1 Am, without One Plea #560 VT

[: Just as | am, without one plea,
but that thy blood was shed for me,
and that thou bidst me come to thee,
O Lamb of God, | come, | come!

2: Just as | am, though tossed about
with many a conflict, many a doubt,
fightings and fears within, without,
O Lamb of God, | come, | come!



3: Just as | am, thou wilt receive,
wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;
because thy promise | believe,
O Lamb of God, | come, | come!

4: Just as | am, thy love unknown
hath broken ev’ry barrier down.
Now to be thine, yea, thine alone,
O Lamb of God, | come, | come!

* Benediction

Postlude It Is Well With My Soul

* Please stand as able and led
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FIQUEIST .o Sarah Hartman
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