
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



West Richmond Church of the Brethren 
7612 Wanymala Road, Henrico, Virginia 23229-4239 

804-288-6439 (phone)  804-282-4408 (fax)  wrcob@wrcob.org  www.wrcob.org 

February 2, 2025 4th Sunday after Epiphany 

Welcome 

Prelude Our God in Heaven Mark Miller 

GIVE PRAISE TO GOD 

* Call to Worship (One/Many)   

Brothers and sisters, we gather this morning, not bound by 

convention, but inspired by the boundless love and freedom 

found in Christ. 

We come seeking rest, not only for our bodies, but for our souls. 

Like the disciples on that Sabbath long ago, we hunger for 

something more than empty rituals. 

Open our hearts, Lord, that we may see the true spirit of your 

holy day. 

Let us worship the One who broke down walls of tradition to 

reveal a God of compassion and life. 

We worship you, Lord, in spirit and in truth. 

* Opening Prayer  

Holy God, we come before you this morning, aware that 

traditions can sometimes obscure the true meaning of your will. 

We thank you for Jesus, who challenged the status quo, 

revealing a God of mercy and love. Open our minds and hearts 

to understand the true purpose of the Sabbath - a time for rest, 

for healing, for acts of compassion. May we not be bound by 

rigid rules, but inspired by the freedom found in your grace. Help 

us to see the needs of those around us, and to be instruments of 



your love in the world. We pray in the name of Jesus, the Lord 

of the Sabbath. Amen. 

* Opening Song Praise, I Will Praise You, Lord #131  VT 

1: Praise, I will praise you, Lord, with all my heart. 

O God, I will tell the wonders of your ways,  
and glorify your name. 

Praise, I will praise you, Lord, with all my heart. 
In you I will find the source of all my joy. Alleluia! 

2: Love, I will love you, Lord, with all my heart. 

O God, I will tell the wonders of your ways,  
and glorify your name.  
Love, I will love you, Lord, with all my heart. 

In you I will find the source of all my joy. Alleluia! 

3: Serve, I will serve you, Lord, with all my heart. 

O God, I will tell the wonders of your ways,  
and glorify your name. 
Serve, I will serve you, Lord, with all my heart. 

In you I will find the source of all my joy. Alleluia! 

CELEBRATE GOD’S FAMILY 

Children’s Time 

Commissioning Our Disaster Ministry Team (One/Team/MANY) 

God’s call comes to each of us in different ways. When we 

became disciples, we opened our hearts to the guidance of the 

Holy Spirit, who calls us to a variety of ministries. This morning 

we recognize some who have responded to a specific calling. Ann 

Andrus, Mike Andrus, Sandy Faw, Carol Goss, Ken Heatwole 

and Vanessa Morton have committed themselves to a week with 

Brethren Volunteer Service. It is fitting that this congregation 

share in an act of consecration. Will you please come forward? 



God has laid on you the urgency of this special task. You have 

responded, saying, “Here am I; send me.” Is it now your desire 

to be consecrated for this particular ministry? 

It is. 

Will you seek to live in such a way that both that which you do, 

and the way in which you do it, bear witness to Jesus Christ, 

who has called you? 

With God’s help, I will. 

(to the congregation) Though time and distance will soon 

separate us from this team, in reality this is not a separation, but 

an extension of our congregation. Will you support this team in 

your thoughts and prayers while they are away from us? 

WE WILL. 

Team, you have declared your commitment to this service, and 

you have heard the affirmation of support from the congregation. 

I charge you to be faithful to your calling. Let us pray. 

O God, we come to you in these moments to consecrate those 

who have felt called to a week of service. Thank you for their 

sensitivity to your call and for the experiences that have led them 

to this time and place. 

Now, as we send this team out from among us, put your 

unfailing arms of love and protection around them. May they 

always feel the support of us individually and as a congregation. 

Help them to do the work you have called them to do with vigor, 

with purpose, and with the assurance that the cup of cold water 

given in Jesus’ name will not go unrewarded. 

May your rich blessings, O God, now rest upon these your 

servants, today and in the days ahead. We pray in Christ’s 

name. Amen. 

 Song Listen to the Word That God Has Spoken #405  VT
 

Listen to the Word that God has spoken;  

listen to the One who is close at hand; 

listen to the voice that began creation;  

listen even if you don’t understand. 



Pastoral Prayer 

WORSHIP IN G IVING 

Thoughts on Giving   

Jesus’ actions on the Sabbath showed us that the rules of the 

world cannot bind the love of God. Giving can be a revolutionary 

act. When we give freely and generously to those in need, to the 

church, and to our community, we are breaking down the 

barriers of greed and apathy, making space for God's 

compassion to be felt. As we prepare to give, let us be mindful of 

the ways we can participate in a spirit of radical love and grace. 

 Special Music Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus arr. Gail Scott 

LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED 

Scripture Lesson Luke 6:1-11 CEB 

6 One Sabbath, as Jesus was going through the wheat fields, his 

disciples were picking the heads of wheat, rubbing them in their 

hands, and eating them. 2 Some Pharisees said, “Why are you 

breaking the Sabbath law?” 

3 Jesus replied, “Haven’t you read what David and his 

companions did when they were hungry? 4 He broke the Law by 

going into God’s house and eating the bread of the presence, 

which only the priests can eat. He also gave some of the bread 

to his companions.” 5 Then he said to them, “The Human One is 

Lord of the Sabbath.” 

6 On another Sabbath, Jesus entered a synagogue to teach. A 

man was there whose right hand was withered. 7 The legal 

experts and the Pharisees were watching him closely to see if he 

would heal on the Sabbath. They were looking for a reason to 

bring charges against him. 8 Jesus knew their thoughts, so he 



said to the man with the withered hand, “Get up and stand in 

front of everyone.” He got up and stood there. 9 Jesus said to 

the legal experts and Pharisees, “Here’s a question for you: Is it 

legal on the Sabbath to do good or to do evil, to save life or to 

destroy it?” 10 Looking around at them all, he said to the man, 

“Stretch out your hand.” So he did and his hand was made 

healthy. 11 They were furious and began talking with each other 

about what to do to Jesus. 

Song My Jesus, I Love Thee #133  VT
 

1: My Jesus, I love thee, I know thou art mine.  

For thee all the follies of sin I resign. 

My gracious Redeemer, my Savior art thou.  

If ever I loved thee, my Jesus, ’tis now. 

2: I love thee, because thou hast first loved me,  

and purchased my pardon on Calvary’s tree. 

I love thee for wearing the thorns on thy brow.  

If ever I loved thee, my Jesus, ’tis now. 

3: In mansions of glory and endless delight  

I’ll ever adore thee in heaven so bright. 

I’ll sing with the glittering crown on my brow.  

If ever I loved thee, my Jesus, ’tis now. 

Sermon “Mindshift: From Regulations to Relationships” 

GO IN GOD’S NAME 

* Song God, Be the Love #43  VT 

1: God, be the love to search and keep me; 
God, be the prayer to move my voice; 

God, be the strength to now uphold me: 

O Christ, surround me, O Christ, surround me. 

2: Bind to myself the name of Holy; 

great cloud of witnesses enfold; 



prophets, apostles, angels witness: 
O Christ, surround me, O Christ, surround me. 

3: Brightness of sun and glow of moonlight;  
flashing of lightning, strength of wind; 

depth of the sea to soil of planet: 
O Christ, surround me, O Christ, surround me. 

4: Walking behind to hem my journey, 

going ahead to light my way, 
and from beneath, above and always, 
O Christ, surround me, O Christ, surround me. 

5: Christ in the eye of all who see me; 
Christ in the ear that hears my voice; 

Christ in the hearts of all who know me:  
O Christ, surround me, O Christ, surround me. 

* Benediction 

 Organ Postlude  Praise the Savior German Melody 

* Please stand as able and led 

                                  

Our thanks to all who have helped to prepare and lead this morning’s worship service: 

Ministers .................................................... All Members 
Pastor ..................................................................... David Whitten 

Minister of Music .................................................... Vanessa Morton 

Worship Leader ...................................................... Susan Robertson 

Children’s Time ......................................................... Sarah Hartman 

Special Music  ..................................Ken Heatwole & Vanessa Morton 

Flautist .................................................................... Sarah Hartman 

Guitarist .................................................................. David Whitten 

Dir. of Media & Tech ...................................................... Kevin Beers 


