
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



West Richmond Church of the Brethren 
7612 Wanymala Road, Henrico, Virginia 23229-4239 

804-288-6439 (phone)   804-282-4408 (fax)   wrcob@wrcob.org   www.wrcob.org 

January 19, 2025 2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

Welcome  http://www.liturgiesonline.com.au/ 

The prophet Isaiah proclaimed—and Jesus embodied—God’s call 

to reach out and care for those who are brokenhearted and 

those who mourn, people who are abused and oppressed, who 

are powerless to make changes for good in their lives. The Spirit 

of the Lord empowers and anoints us to proclaim and to live out 

that same message—to lift up those who are downtrodden, to 

comfort those who mourn, to be bearers of the gospel in word 

and deed. 

Prelude Blessings Jim Brickman 

Blessings by Jim Brickman 

© Wave Dancer (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A 

GIVE PRAISE TO GOD 

* Call to Worship (One/Many)  http://spaciousfaith.com/ 

You who are poor, why have you come? 

To hear good news. 

You who are brokenhearted, why have you come? 

To heal our hearts. 

You who are captive, why have you come? 

To hear words of freedom. 

You who are prisoners, why have you come? 

To be released from what binds us. 

You who mourn, why have you come? 

To receive comfort. 

Then you are welcome here in this place, 

at this table, where Jesus offers blessing for all. 



* Opening Prayer  

Our Loving Lord, we gather as a community of the broken and 

the blessed, the captive and the free, the sorrowful and the 

joyful. We come seeking Your presence, Your love, and Your 

grace. You invite us to this sacred space, to receive the good 

news, the healing, the freedom, and the comfort that Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, offers. May Your Spirit fill this place, transforming 

our hearts and minds. May we be open to Your word and Your 

will. May we be instruments of Your love and peace in the world. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen. 

* Opening Song Arise, Your Light Has Come! #273  VT 

1: Arise, your light is come! The Spirit’s call obey; 

show forth the glory of your God, which shines on you today. 

2: Arise, your light is come! Fling wide the prison door; 

proclaim the captive’s liberty, good tidings to the poor. 

3: Arise, your light is come! All you in sorrow born, 

bind up the brokenhearted ones and comfort those who mourn. 

4: Arise, your light is come! The mountains burst in song! (Rise up!) 

Rise up like eagles on the wing; God’s pow’r will make us strong. 

CELEBRATE GOD’S FAMILY 

Children’s Time 

Consecration of Our Leadership Team 
Janet Brunk,  

Sandy Faw,  

Carol Goss,  

Ken Heatwole,  

Ben Mbecha 

Ex-Officio Members:   

Sandy Faw, Church Clerk;  

Terrie Glass, Moderator;  

David Whitten, Pastor;  

Alyce Newman, Treasurer;  

Kevin Beers, Technology Director;  

Jackie Allgood, Hilltop Preschool Director 



Introduction to Church Leadership  #964 VT 

Every Christian is called and gifted for ministry, in the church 

and in the world, through baptism. For some, this ministry takes 

the form of church leadership, a call and commitment to the 

creative work of building up the body of Christ and witnessing to 

God’s love in the world. Church leaders are empowered by the 

Spirit and the church, and are accountable to God and the faith 

community, who support and bless their ministry. 

Commissioning Leaders  #965 VT 

Community:  Empowering God, with your people throughout 

the ages, we call members of the church to 

develop gifts and skills for your service. Thank 

you for raising up these leaders among us. Fill 

them with the love of Christ and the church. 

Empower them with your Holy Spirit. Bless 

them with joy in the work of ministry. 

Commissioned:  We pray for wisdom, patience, and hope in this 

calling. May we use the authority entrusted to 

us with confidence and humility. May we grow 

into the mind and spirit of Christ through our 

service. 

EVERYONE:   FOR THE GIFTS THAT THE SPIRIT NURTURES WITHIN US 

AND THE MINISTRIES TO WHICH WE ARE EACH CALLED, 

THANKS BE TO GOD! AMEN. 

* Prayer of Consecration 

 Song Anointing Fall on Me #645  VT
 

Anointing Fall on Me by Donn Thomas 

© 1992 New Spring (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.) 

CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A 

Anointing fall on me. Anointing fall on me. 

Let the power of the Holy Ghost fall on me. 

Anointing fall on me. 



WORSHIP IN G IVING 

Thoughts on Giving   

As we gather here today, let us remember the true spirit of giving. 

It’s not just about material possessions, but about sharing our 

time, our talents, and our love. Let us strive to be generous in all 

aspects of our lives, extending kindness and compassion to those 

around us. May our giving be motivated by love, not obligation. 

May it reflect the love that God has shown us. And may it inspire 

others to give freely and joyfully. 

 Special Music People Need the Lord Greg Nelson, Phill McHugh 

People Need the Lord by Greg Nelson, Phill McHugh 

© 1983 River Oaks Music Company (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

Shepherd's Fold Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A 

LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED 

Scripture Lesson Luke 4:14-30 NRSVUE 

The Beginning of the Galilean Ministry 
14 Then Jesus, in the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and 

a report about him spread through all the surrounding region. 
15 He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by 

everyone. 

The Rejection of Jesus at Nazareth 
16 When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he 

went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, as was his custom. 

He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 

given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it 

was written: 
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed 

me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 

release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set 



free those who are oppressed, 19 to proclaim the year of the 

Lord’s favor.” 
20 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and 

sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 
21 Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been 

fulfilled in your hearing.” 22 All spoke well of him and were 

amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth. They 

said, “Is this not Joseph’s son?” 23 He said to them, “Doubtless 

you will quote to me this proverb, ‘Doctor, cure yourself!’ And 

you will say, ‘Do here also in your hometown the things that we 

have heard you did at Capernaum.’ ” 24 And he said, “Truly I tell 

you, no prophet is accepted in his hometown. 25 But the truth is, 

there were many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when the 

heaven was shut up three years and six months and there was a 

severe famine over all the land, 26 yet Elijah was sent to none of 

them except to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon. 27 There were also 

many with a skin disease in Israel in the time of the prophet 

Elisha, and none of them was cleansed except Naaman the 

Syrian.” 28 When they heard this, all in the synagogue were filled 

with rage. 29 They got up, drove him out of the town, and led 

him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that 

they might hurl him off the cliff. 30 But he passed through the 

midst of them and went on his way. 

Song God of the Bible #420  VT
 

Fresh as the Morning by Shirley Erena Murray 

© 1996 Murray, Shirley Erena (Admin. by Hope Publishing Company) 

CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A 

1: God of the Bible, God in the Gospel,  

  hope seen in Jesus, hope yet to come, 

you are our center, daylight or darkness, 

  freedom or prison, you are our home. 

Soprano Refrain (2x): 

Fresh as the morning, sure as the sunrise, 

God always faithful, you do not change. 

Alto/Tenor/Bass Refrain(2x): 

Fresh as the sunrise, 

always faithful you do not change. 

2: God in our struggles, God in our hunger, 



  suffering with us, taking our part, 

still you empow’r us, mothering Spirit, 

  feeding, sustaining, from your own heart.  Refrain 

3: Those without status, those who are nothing, 

  you have made royal, gifted with rights, 

chosen as partners, midwives of justice, 

  birthing new systems, lighting new lights.  Refrain 

4: Not by your finger, not by your anger  

  will our world order change in a day, 

but by your people, fearless and faithful,  

  small paper lanterns, lighting the way.  Refrain 

5: Hope we must carry, shining and certain 

  through all our turmoil, terror and loss, 

bonding us gladly one to the other, 

  till our world changes, facing the cross.  Refrain 

Sermon “Is This Not Joseph’s Son?” 

GO IN GOD’S NAME 

Invitation to Anointing 

 Song Here I Am, Lord #545  VT 

Verse 1: 
I the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry. 

All who dwell in deepest sin my hand will save. 

I who made the stars of night, I will make the darkness bright. 
Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send? 

Refrain: Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord?  
I have heard you calling in the night.  
I will go, Lord, if you lead me.  
I will hold your people in my heart. 



Verse 2: 
I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people’s pain.  

I have wept for love of them. They turn away.  
I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone.  

I will speak my word to them. Whom shall I send? Refrain 

Verse 3: 
I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will call the poor by name.  

I will set a feast for them. My hand will save.  
Finest bread I will provide till their hearts be satisfied.  
I will give my life to them. Whom shall I send? Refrain 

* Benediction 

 Postlude  There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit in This Place Doris Akers 

Sweet, Sweet Spirit by Doris Akers 

© 1962. Renewed 1990 Manna Music, Inc. (Admin. by Gaither Copyright Management) 

CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A 

* Please stand as able and led 

                                  
Our thanks to all who have helped to prepare and lead this morning’s worship service: 

Ministers .................................................................. All Members 

Pastor ...............................................................................David Whitten 

Minister of Music ............................................................ Vanessa Morton 

Worship Leader .................................................................. Barbara Beers 

Children’s Time ................................................................. Sarah Hartman 

Special Music .................................................................. Vanessa Morton 

Flautist ............................................................................ Sarah Hartman 

Guitarist ............................................................................David Whitten 

Pianist .............................................................................. Ken Heatwole 

Dir. of Media & Tech ............................................................... Kevin Beers 


