
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



West Richmond Church of the Brethren 
7612 Wanymala Road, Henrico, Virginia 23229-4239 

804-288-6439 (phone)   804-282-4408 (fax)   wrcob@wrcob.org   www.wrcob.org 

January 5, 2025 2nd Sunday after Christmas 

Welcome 

Prelude Away In A Manger Medley arr. Marcia Wells 

by James R. Murray, William J. Kirkpatrick 

© 2018 Marcia Wells 

CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A 

GIVE PRAISE TO GOD 

* Call to Worship (One/Many/All)   

Have you ever searched for something precious, only to find it in 

an unexpected place?  

We have experienced the joy of rediscovery and the peace of 

finding what we thought was lost.  

Let us remember that even when we feel separated from God, we 

are always within the embrace of God’s love.  

We seek to dwell in the house of the Lord, finding refuge and 

purpose in God’s presence.  

Let us offer our hearts and minds to God, seeking to know God’s 

will for our lives.  

We yearn to abide in God, to be found and forever held within 

God’s loving care. 

Let us rejoice in the knowledge that we are never truly lost, for 
God is always our home. 

* Opening Prayer  

Gracious God, we remember the anxiety of Mary and Joseph when 

they lost sight of their son, Jesus. Yet, they found him in the 

temple, not lost, but engaged in the work of his Father. Help us 



to remember that even when we feel lost or astray, we are always 

within the embrace of your loving care. Guide us to find our true 

home in you, to dwell in your presence and to fulfill the purpose 

for which we were created. Amen. 

* Song Shout to the Lord #125 VT 
Shout to the Lord  by  Darlene Zschech 

© 1993 Wondrous Worship (Admin. by Reservoir Media Management, Inc.) 

CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A 

Verse: My Jesus, my Savior,  

Lord, there is none like you; 

all of my days, I want to praise  

the wonders of your mighty love.  

My comfort, my shelter,  

tower of refuge and strength; 

let ev’ry breath, all that I am,  

never cease to worship you. 

Refrain: Shout to the Lord, all the earth, let us sing  
power and majesty, praise to the King. 
Mountains bow down and the seas will roar  
at the sound of your name. 
I sing for joy at the work of your hands,  
forever I’ll love you, forever I’ll stand; 
nothing compares to the promise I have in you. 

CELEBRATE GOD’S FAMILY 

Children’s Time 

 Song I Will Call Upon the Lord Michael O’Sheilds 
I Will Call Upon the Lord by Michael O’Shields 

© 1981 MCA Music Publ., A.D.O. Universal Studio (Admin. by Universal Music Publishing Group) 

Sound III, Inc. (Admin. by Universal Music Publishing Group) 

CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A 

I will call upon the Lord (echo)
  

Who is worthy to be praise (echo)
 

So shall I be saved from mine enemies (echo)
 



The Lord liveth and blessed be the Rock  

  and may the God of my salvation by exalted.  

The Lord liveth and blessed be the Rock 

  and may the God of my salvation by exalted. 

Morning Prayer  

WORSHIP IN G IVING 

Thoughts on Giving   

In today’s Gospel reading, we hear the story of the young Jesus 

in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening and asking 

questions. He was growing in wisdom and stature, and in favor 

with God and with all people. As we offer our gifts today, let us 

remember that our offerings are not just about money, but about 

our time, our talents, and our lives. Let us dedicate ourselves to 

growing in wisdom and faith, and to serving God and others with 

all our hearts. 

 Special Music We Come Jim Croegaert, David Adam 

We Come by Jim Croegaert, David Adam 

© 1997 Rough Stones Music 

CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A 

LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED 

Scripture Lesson Luke 2:41-52 NRSVUE 

The Boy Jesus in the Temple 
41 Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of 

the Passover. 42 And when he was twelve years old, they went up 

as usual for the festival. 43 When the festival was ended and they 

started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but 

his parents were unaware of this. 44 Assuming that he was in the 

group of travelers, they went a day’s journey. Then they started 

to look for him among their relatives and friends. 45 When they did 



not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. 46 After 

three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the 

teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47 And all 

who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 
48 When his parents saw him they were astonished, and his mother 

said to him, “Child, why have you treated us like this? Your father 

and I have been anxiously looking for you.” 49 He said to them, 

“Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must 

be in my Father’s house?” 50 But they did not understand what he 

said to them. 51 Then he went down with them and came to 

Nazareth and was obedient to them, and his mother treasured all 

these things in her heart. 
52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years and in divine and 

human favor. 

 Song Lead Me, Guide Me #601 VT
 

Lead Me, Guide Me by Doris Akers 

© 1953, 1955 Renewed. Unichappell Music, Inc. (Admin. by CURB | Word Music Publishing) 

CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A 

Refrain: Lead me, guide me, along the way,  
  for if you lead me, I cannot stray.  
Lord, let me walk each day with thee.  
  Lead me, O Lord, lead me. 

1: I am weak and I need thy strength and pow’r  

  to help me over my weakest hour.  

Help me through the darkness thy face to see.  

  Lead me, O Lord, lead me. Refrain 

2: Help me tread in the paths of righteousness.  

  Be my aid when Satan and sin oppress.  

I am putting all my trust in thee.  

  Lead me, O Lord, lead me. Refrain 

3: I am lost if you take your hand from me.  

  I am blind without thy light to see.  

Lord, just always let me thy servant be.  

  Lead me, O Lord, lead me. Refrain 



Sermon “Compelled by the Father's Business” 

GO IN GOD’S NAME 

 Song I Have Decided to Follow Jesus #443 VT
 

1:  I have decided to follow Jesus.  

I have decided to follow Jesus. 

I have decided to follow Jesus; 

no turning back, no turning back. 

2:  The world behind me, the cross before me; 

the world behind me, the cross before me;  

The world behind me, the cross before me; 

no turning back, no turning back. 

3:  Though none go with me, I still will follow. 

Though none go with me, I still will follow.  

Though none go with me, I still will follow,  

no turning back, no turning back. 

* Benediction 

 Postlude  Alleluia arr. Adrienne Potter 

Alleluia by Guillio Caccini 

© 2020 Adrienne Foster 

CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A 

* Please stand as able and led 

                                  
Our thanks to all who have helped to prepare and lead this morning’s worship service: 

Ministers .................................................................. All Members 

Pastor ......................David Whitten 

Guest Speaker ....... Nancy Heishman 

Minister of Music ... Vanessa Morton 

Worship Leader ........ Sarah Hartman 

Children’s Time ........ Sarah Hartman 

Special Music......... Vanessa Morton 

Flautist ................... Sarah Hartman 

Dir. of Media & Tech ..... Kevin Beers 


