
It’s all about good times, making 
new friends, great movies, and 
family fun. We’ll be showing a 

family friendly movie on Friday, 
December 19 at 6:00 pm in the 

Gathering Room.  
Not only a free movie, but free 
popcorn and drinks to boot! 

Want to stretch out and watch? 
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Hello 2026 11 

To all our family and friends, Merry Christmas, from the staff at West Richmond Church of the Brethren 

 

7612 Wanymala Road, Henrico, VA  23229-4239 

West Richmond Church of the Brethren 

804-288-6439 www.wrcob.org wrcob@wrcob.org 

ADDRESS SERVICE 
REQUESTED 

Place 
stamp 
here! 

Printed Newsletter to be Discontinued in 2026 

Due to rising costs and the shift to electronic communication as a primary means of sharing 
information, printing of The Herald will be discontinued effective December 31, 2025. The printed 
edition will be replaced with an email newsletter beginning in 2026. You will have the choice of 
getting it as an attachment or as a link to our webpage. To ensure continuation of communication, 
please email Barbara Beers, Administrative Assistant, at Barbara.beers@wrcob.org with your most 
up to date email address and your preference choice. If you still wish to receive a printed copy of the 
newsletter mailed to you, please call or email the church office. 

2026 Office Hours            Monday through Friday from 9:30 am to 1:30 pm 

If you call during regular hours and do not receive an answer, please leave a message and your call 
will be returned. If the church office will be closed, announcements will be made through our regular 
communication channels. 
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The Will to Dream  
This year, our theme for Advent and Christmas is “The Will to Dream.” Using a beautifully 
written curriculum from Illustrated Ministry, we will be challenged and comforted this season 
as we journey through these challenging times together. Invite a friend or neighbor to join us 
for this meaningful season as we explore the following:  

Advent 1 - November 30th:  Vigilant Hope  
Advent begins not with certainty, but with longing. Isaiah’s vision begins by naming both the 
brokenness of the present and the radical possibility of a different future. He envisions 
swords turned into plowshares and nations choosing to learn peace. This is not naïve 
optimism, this is defiant hope. Advent hope doesn’t wait for comfort to act. It stirs, it protests, 
it builds. 

Advent 2 - December 7th:  Prophetic Peace  
This advent we reclaim peace as prophetic. It is not passive or polite, it is not sentimental, it 
is forged in the fire of truth telling, refined by the Spirit, and rooted in a kingdom vision of 
restored relationship. It asks for courage to speak truth, to confront injustice masked as 
civility, and to prepare to rebuild our communities. 

Advent 3 - December 14th:  Defiant Joy  
Mary and Elizabeth remind us that joy is not dependent on comfort, status, or certainty. 
Rather, joy is faith made visible. It is the choice to celebrate what God is birthing in spite of 
empire. We are invited to create joy rooted in justice, shared witness, and sacred disruption. 

Advent 4 - December 21st:  Love as Covenantal Courage  
God’s love liberates, not just comforts, and remembers, not just reacts. Zechariah’s 
Benedictus is a declaration that God’s love is strong, saving, and rooted in the memory that 
God has acted before and will act again. 

Christmas Eve December 24th @ 7:30 p.m.:  Stories and Songs  
God’s love arrives through solidarity and presence, rather than in spectacle or power. 
Christmas is not just a celebration of birth, but of who is included in the story and where we 
are called to look for God. 

First Sunday after Christmas - December 28th:   
Christmas hymn sing and devotion 

Second Sunday after Christmas - January 4th:  The Long Arc of Faithfulness  
Anna’s decades of faithfulness models recognizing what is holy, naming what is true, and 
proclaiming joy even after a long silence. 

Sunday after Epiphany - January 11th:  Divine Presence in Unexpected Places and People  
Revelation require urgency. The magi followed the star to worship Jesus, Joseph fled with his 
family to Egypt. In the Exodus story, the midwives, mothers and daughters worked against 
Pharaoh's orders of genocide to save Moses and other children. Epiphany is an invitation to 
see where God is revealed and to align ourselves accordingly. 

Tracy 
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They say the best way to get to know someone is 
to break bread with them. But instead of just 
bread, let’s share a whole Pot Luck Meal, on 
Sunday, January 11, as a time to better get to 

know some of the folks that have been 
worshipping with us for a while. Bring a dish you 

like to make and share it with your friends.  

Stay – enjoy the food, fellowship, and friends. 
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West Richmond Church of the 
Brethren 

7612 Wanymala Road, Henrico, Virginia  23229-4239 
Phone: 804-288-6439       Fax: 804-282-4408 
www.wrcob.org                wrcob@wrcob.org 

Interim Pastor Rev. Tracy Hartman 
Office Hours (M) 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

Administrative Assistant Barbara Beers 
2026 Office Hours (M-F) 9:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

Sunday School ........ 9:30 a.m.       Worship 11:00 
a.m. 

If no one is in the office or the line is busy, voice mail will pick 

There are many ways to volunteer with 
Liberation Veterans Shelter besides the 
first Tuesday of the month dinner that 

WRCOB has provided for years.  
Go to www.lvsrva.org and check out 

their Volunteer page! 

Dear Friends, 

It is hard to believe we are almost at the 

end of 2025. I have found that December’s 

shelter meal sneaks up on us with all the 

preparation and excitement of Thanksgiving. 

This is my 24th year of being part of the 

Hull Street Ministry and I am stepping 

away after the December meal. Liberation 

Veteran Services will be moving to their new 

location on Midlothian 

Turnpike in the next 

few months, so I 

thought this was a 

good time to make 

the transition. 

As most of you know, my sister was critically 

injured in July after she was hit by a tree 

limb. While she has made amazing progress, 

she is now facing at least two surgeries in 

2026. I will continue to help any way I can 

but I won't be available to coordinate or 

prepare food on a consistent basis. My heart 

and prayers will always be with the shelter. 

I feel we have done the work of Jesus in 

the 30+ years of service. 

As many of you have already done, please 

consider recruiting your friends, family and/or 

co-workers. Not everyone can cook or serve 

every month but we have always welcomed 

folks in any way they can help. And if you 

would like to help coordinate, please talk to 

Sandy Faw or Dolly Guyer. 

Blessings to all, Susan Robertson 

Tyler Goss’s birthday is October 1st. 
Katie Corbit’s birthday is October 2nd. 
They wondered, “How can we make 

October 3rd special?” 

So... on October 3, 2025 they proposed to each 
other at New River Gorge National Park!  

Their May 22-24, 2026 wedding is a weekend 
celebration in Harrisonburg, VA with the 

ceremony on Saturday. Tyler says, “Anyone and 
everyone from WRCOB is welcome!” Reach 
out to Tyler.goss@emu.edu for more details 

and to send your congratulations. 

Page 3  The Hera ld 

This is the first time that Pastor Tracy has served WRCOB in an intentional interim process, and many of 
you may be eager to know what the transition process will entail. She will be working closely with the 
Visioning Team as they continue to lead the congregation through this significant time. Here is a brief 
overview of the first three steps in the process – you’ll hear much more in the days ahead. 

Step One: Taking Stock. Through a series of three Town Hall meetings, we (the church family) 
will first look at our history. We’ll identify what is at the core of our DNA and what things 
are important to bring into the future. Second, we’ll take an honest look at where we are 
now, and then we’ll discern who God is calling us to be and what God is calling us to do in 
the next chapter of our story. These Town Hall Meetings will include a carry-in meal. We will 
gather after worship on January 11th to look at our history, February 8th to talk about the 
present, and March 15th to dream and begin to discern our future. Our District Executive 
Minister, Dan Rudy, will be joining us on January 25th to assist us in our work. Each of these 
meetings will be interactive and participatory, so plan to be a part and lend your voice! 

Step Two: Developing Church and Candidate Profiles. Using the information gathered in the 
Town Hall meetings, and working with Dan Rudy, we will develop two profiles. The first, 
our church profile, will communicate information about WRCOB to potential pastoral 
candidates. The second, a candidate profile, will list the qualities and qualifications we believe 
God is leading us to seek in our new pastoral leader. 

Step Three:  Activating the Pastoral Search Team. Once our profiles are ready, the Pastoral 
Search Team to begin the work of identifying the person God is already preparing to bring to 
West Richmond.  

 
 

This season of transition is a critical one in the life of the church. We will be most 
successful in this process if we bathe every step of the way in prayer. Please pray for: 

 The Visioning Team as they plan Town Hall Meetings, gather input, and 
work to create our profiles. 

 Our next pastor. God is already at work preparing our next pastor. Please 
begin to pray for him/her now. 

 Ways that you can contribute. Every voice is important in the process, so 
please plan to participate as often as you are able. Every person is important to 
the work of the church, so ask God to show you where you can best use your 
gifts and passions in the season ahead. 

 Patience. This process will take time, and that’s okay. As we talked about in 
worship back in September, let’s lean together into this liminal season and 
trust that God is at work among us! 

If you have questions about the process, please don’t hesitate to reach out to Tracy or a 
member of the Visioning Team. 

http://www.lvsrva.org


1  . . . . . .  Chris  Johnson  

2  . . . . . . .  Finn  Hurst  

4  . . . . . .  Alyce  Newman  

11  . . . . .  Sand i  Davis (80 th) 

13  . . . .  Berkley  O’Neal  

14  . . . . .  Alan  Val le jo  

Demetra  Heckman-Johnson  

16  . . . .  Thomas  Hols inger  

17  . . . . .  Vanessa  Morton  

20  . . . .  JoAnn  Hols inger  

23  . . . . .  Ann  Andrus  

Bel inda  Layman  

24  . . . . .  Sarah  Niswonger  

Savannah  Lipato (10 th) 

25  . . . .  El izabeth  Glass  

28  . . . .  Ashok & Donita  Solanky  

29  . . . . .  Barb Lei tch  

Susan  Robertson  

30  . . . .  John  Fleming  

31 . . . . .  Margaret  Phi l l ips  

1  . . . . . .  Mark & Denise  Diamond  

2  . . . . . .  Judi th  Whitten  

4  . . . . . .  Br idget  Holsinger  

Carol ine  Hols inger  

6  . . . . . . .  Baylee  Pendleton 

Emi ly  Wil l iams (1 s t) 

Charles & Bel inda  Layman  

8  . . . . . .  Anna (Beers)  Wil l iams  

9  . . . . . .  Judy  McCloud  

10  . . . . .  Barbara  Tul l i  

14  . . . .  Mike  Andrus  

17  . . . .  Gavin  Waters  

Kenny  Keith ly  

18 . . . .  Laura Foster  

20  . . . . .  Kathy (Fu l ler )  Guisewite  

21  . . . . .  Simone  Baker (5 th) 

Sophie  Baker (5 th) 

22  . . . .  Brandon  Keith ly  

Ti f fany  McCann  

23  . . . . .  Dave & Judith  Whitten  

Zack & Miss ie  (Pendleton) Hurst  

27  . . . .  Apri l  (Lynch)  Leftwich  

29  . . . . .  Bil l  & Lib  Kinzie  (69 th)  

30  . . . .  Madele ine  Heatwole  

31  . . . . .  Amparo  Brunk  

If we happened to miss 
your birthday or 

anniversary, please let 
Barbara know—we want 
to celebrate with you! 

October 5 12 19 26  

Worship (total) 44 33 36 47  

   In-person & visitors 30 25 31 39  

   Live stream 14 8 5 8  

On-line views by that Friday 32 17 8 11  

Offering per week  $2,073.25 $3,599.99 $3,115.00 570.00  

Want  t o  b e  i n c l ud ed  i n  a n y  o f  these  a ct i v i t i e s ?  Please contact the church office.  

 Greeter 
Worship 

Leader 
Acolyte 

Food for 

Fellowship  
Tellers 

12/7 Carol Goss Susan Robertson None available Susan Robertson 
Jeff Goss &  

Alyce Newman 

12/14 Faye Urban Ann Andrus Ava Hartman 
Luanne Holsinger  

& Barbara Beers 

Joel & Dolly  

Guyer 

12/21 Dolly Guyer Laura Foster Isaiah Lipato Faye Urban 
Bob & Pat  

Gangwer 

12/28 Ann Andrus Bob Gangwer Ava Hartman  
Ann Andrus &  

Nancy Martin 

1/4 Carol Goss  Ava Hartman  
Jeff Goss &  

Alyce Newman 

1/11 Faye Urban  Savannah Lipato  
Joel & Dolly  

Guyer 

1/18 Dolly Guyer  Ava Hartman  
Bob & Pat  

Gangwer 

1/25 Ann Andrus  Isaiah Lipato  
Jeff Goss &  

Alyce Newman 

On Sunday, November 16, after worship, the congregation gathered for our Year-End 
Reports from staff and leadership, financial updates from Hilltop Preschool and 
WRCOB, as well as affirming two volunteers to the Leadership Team, and voting 
on our 2026 Budget. The new members of the Leadership Team are Kevin Beers 
and Laura Foster. The 2026 budget is balanced with many changes from 2025. 

If you weren’t there and would like a copy of the agenda, you can go on our webpage, 
wrcob.org, log in to the members section and look for “Year-End Reports”. What? 
You’re not a member on the page? Easy-peasy — talk to Kevin or Barbara Beers! 



Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

1 2 
10:30 am    

3 4 
5:30 pm   Handbells 

6:45 pm   Choir 

5 
 

6 

7 
9:30 am   Adult Sunday 

School 

11:00 am   Worship— 

Online/On Site 

with guest speaker, 

Terrie Glass 

 

8 9 
10:30 am    

10 11 
6:30 pm  Ladies 

Nite In at 

Carolyn Arthur 

& Terrie Glass’ 

house 

12 13 

14 
9:30 am   Adult Sunday 

School 

11:00 am   Worship— 

Online/On Site  

15 16 
10:30 am    

17 18 
5:30 pm   Handbells 

6:45 pm   Choir 

19 
6:00 pm   

20 
 

21 
9:30 am   Adult Sunday 

School 

11:00 am   Worship— 

Online/On Site  
 

22 23 
10:30 am    

24 
 

25 
 

 

 

 

26 27 
 

28 
9:30 am   Adult Sunday 

School 

11:00 am   Worship— 

Online/On Site  

LAMBs Basket 
Collection  

29 30 
10:30 am    

31 
 

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

1 
 

2 
 

3 

4 
9:30 am   Adult Sunday 

School 

11:00 am   Worship— 

Online/On Site 

with guest speaker 

 

5 6 
10:30 am    

7 8 
5:30 pm   Handbells 

6:45 pm   Choir 

9 10 

11 
9:30 am   Adult Sunday 

School 

11:00 am   Worship— 

Online/On Site  

12:05 pm  

 

 

12 13 
10:30 am    

14 15 
5:30 pm   Handbells 

6:45 pm   Choir 

16 
6:00 pm   

17 
 

18 
9:30 am   Adult Sunday 

School 

11:00 am   Worship— 

Online/On Site  
 

19 20 
10:30 am    

21 22 
5:30 pm   Handbells 

6:45 pm   Choir 

23 24 
 

25 
9:30 am   Adult Sunday 

School 

11:00 am   Worship— 

Online/On Site  

12:05 pm   Pot Luck 

Lunch 

LAMBs Basket 
Collection  

26 27 
10:30 am    

28 29 
6:30 pm  
Ladies 

Nite Out  

30 31 
Henrico County Public 

Schools, Hilltop 

Preschool, and WRCOB 

Offices Closed 

Henrico County Public Schools, Hilltop 

Preschool and WRCOB Offices Closed  
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November 9 — CROP Hunger Walk 

It was a beautiful day for a walk.  

We had 4 walkers and a dog. As a 

church, we raised $4,261 — way to go. 

 

 

Who’s going 

to go walking 

next year? 

November 3 — Supporting a Sister  

David Brunk, Orland Foster, Tracy Hartman,  

Nancy Heishman (not pictured)- West Richmond COB 

Stephanie Conley, Bill Fisher, Jim Kinzie,  

David Whitten (retired WRCOB)- New Covenant COB 

N
o
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m
b
e
r  
 
1  
 
T
r
u
n
k   
 
o
r  
 
T
r
e
a
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November 9-15 — Mountain City, TN  

with Brethren Disaster Ministries  
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November 18 — 

Feed More 

Kitchen 

We’ve been doing this 

for awhile. Who 

doesn’t love playing 

with food, having fun 

and fancy headwear? 

Talk to Ann, Judy, 

Ken, Orland or David 

to see how you can 

participate! 


