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West Richmond Church of the Brethren 2025, Issue 8  

OCTOBER  

 Men’s  N ight  Out    

We’re announcing the calling of a meeting 
of the Men’s Sewing Circle (MSC) on 
Monday, October 6 at 5:30 p.m. at Sedona 
Tap House (5312 Wyndham Forest Dr., Glen 
Allen). MSC is a time for the guys to get 
together, enjoy each other’s company, and 
it happens to be Charity 
Night at Sedona with 
reduced prices and $1.00 
from every plate ordered 
goes to charity. Please RSVP 
to Bob Gangwer ASAP so 
that seating can be reserved. 

World Communion Sunday is 
October 5 and we will celebrate 

Love Feast that day. The love feast 
service is intended for those who 

have made a personal commitment 
to Jesus Christ and a community 
of believers because the service 

affirms and renews that covenant 
relationship. You are welcome to 
join your brothers and sisters in 

Christ around tables in the 
Gathering Room after a condensed 
worship service in the Sanctuary. 

Love 
Feast 
10/5 
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A BRIEF OVERVIEW OF THE  
VISIONING AND SEARCH PROCESS 

H ealthy visioning and search processes take a congregation through a journey of reviewing their 
history, taking stock of the present, and then praying for, dreaming about, and discerning the 

future that God is calling a specific church to at a particular moment in time. 

L ooking backwards helps a church identify what is at the core of their DNA; who they truly are. 
Why was the church founded? What things have always been central to their fellowship, 

discipleship, worship and service? What things are essential to carry forward as they lean into a new 
chapter of ministry? 

T aking stock of the present includes an honest assessment of where the congregation is at the 
current moment. What things are working and are worth continuing? What things no longer 

help us fulfill our mission and need to be relinquished? What is the status of our facilities and our 
finances? What capacity to we have (in both human and capital resources) to move forward? 

D iscerning the future includes affirming a congregation’s current mission statement (or writing 
a new one), identifying core values, and discerning where God is leading into the future. 

Often a congregation will discern some general direction, then wait to finalize plans and strategies 
once a new pastor has joined them. As we talked about in worship in mid-September, this entire 
process must be framed as a spiritual exercise where we seek God’s will: nothing more, nothing 
less, and nothing else. 

H ere at West Richmond, the Visioning Team has been hard at work on the first two steps of 
this process, and soon they will begin looking forward. As a new future begins to emerge, the 

congregation will need to begin to align four areas of church life to live fully into the next chapter: 

Facilities Finances Staffing and  Programming 

T he clearer the church can be about this process, the easier it will be for potential candidates and 
the church to discern who God might be calling to help the congregation live into the future. 

This is holy and challenging work that will benefit from all of our prayers! As we lean into these 
tasks together, I’m honored to be on the journey with you! 

Tracy 
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In Our Congregation 

West Richmond Church of the Brethren 
7612 Wanymala Road, Henrico, Virginia  23229-4239 

Phone: 804-288-6439       Fax: 804-282-4408 
www.wrcob.org                wrcob@wrcob.org 

Interim Pastor .................................................. Rev. Tracy Hartman 
Office Hours (M) ......................................... 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

Administrative Assistant .............................................. Barbara Beers 
Office Hours (M-F) ........................................ 9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 

Sunday School ....... 9:30 a.m.       Worship .................. 11:00 a.m. 

If no one is in the office or the line is busy, voice mail will pick up, 
so PLEASE leave us a message. Items for the bulletin’s weekly 

newssheet MUST be submitted by noon on Thursday to the 
church office. All items for the November edition of The Herald are 

due in the office by Wednesday,  October 15, 2025 . 

To Serve...  
Please prayerfully consider lending your time, 

talents, and heart to the LEADING of our 

church. There will be 3 openings in January. 

Reach out to a Leadership Team member (Janet 

Brunk, Sandy Faw, Carol Goss, Ken Heatwole or 

Ben Mbecha) to learn more about the role and 

function of the Leadership Team. 

It’s all about good times, making new 
friends, great movies, and family fun. 

We’ll be showing a family friendly 
movie on Friday, October 17 at 6:00 

pm in the Gathering Room.  
Not only a free movie, but free 

popcorn and drinks to boot! Bring 
along a blanket and pillow to spread 

out on the floor or a comfy lawn chair 
to settle in for the evening.  



Have we missed your birthday or anniversary?  
Please, contact the church office to correct our oversite . 

1 ..... Tyler Goss (35th) 

4 ..... Peter Brunk  

5 ..... Paul Heckman-Johnson  

Jon & Sarah (Beers) Hartman 

Caren Molzhon & William Reber 

6 ..... Shirley Cheek  

Chris & Fern (Reber) Damour (35th) 

7 ..... Thoko Lipato  

Lorraine Jackson Ordia  

9 ..... Jessica Woodard  
 

10 ... Joshua Diamond  

William Hodkinson  

12 ... Freda Wilkins (65th) 

14 ... Brendan & Sydney Faw 

15 ... Rebecca Vanderhoff  

16 ... Shawn Baker  

17 ... Kenny & Joyce Keithly (40th) 

18 ... Michele Crawford  

19 ... Shawn & Monica Baker  

Kate Jacobsen 

23 ... Ginny Heatwole  

Steve Vanderhoff  

24 ... Polette Brunk  

Emmanuella Dedrick  

Dave & Kathy Miller  

27 ... Brian Diamond (40th) 

28 ... Mark Diamond  

31 ... David McCloud  

The Month of August  3 10 17 23 31 

Worship (total) 33 34 31 37 22 

   In-person & visitors 29 27 27 30 20 

   Live stream 4 7 4 7 2 

On-line views by that Friday 12 15 13 11 33 

Offering per week  $ 2,265.00 $ 200.00 $ 6,316.00 $ 896.00 $ 1,100.00 

Oct Greeter 
Worship 

Leader 

Food for 

Fellowship 
Tellers Featured Friends 

5 Carol Goss Susan Robertson Love Feast 
Jeff Goss &  

Alyce Newman 
Bob & Margaret Phillips 

and Elizabeth Glass 

12 Faye Urban Barbara Beers  Joel & Dolly Guyer 
Gabriella Ryan  
and Tyler Goss 

19 Dolly Guyer Thoko Lipato  Bob & Pat Gangwer 
Anna Welch  

and Chris Heatwole 

26 Ann Andrus Alyce Newman Janet Brunk 
Ann Andrus &  

Joel Guyer 
Nathan & Tiffany McCann 

and Brandon Keithly 



Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

1 2 
5:30 pm   Handbells 

6:45 pm   Choir 

3 4  
 

5 
World Communion 

Sunday  

9:30 am   Adult Sunday 

School 

11:00 am   Worship— 

Online/On Site  

6 7 
10:30 am    

8 9 
5:30 pm   Handbells 

6:45 pm   Choir 

10 
 

11 

12 
9:30 am   Adult Sunday 

School 

11:00 am   Worship— 

Online/On Site  

 

13 14 
10:30 am    

15 16 
5:30 pm   Handbells 

6:45 pm   Choir 

17 
6:00 pm   

18 

19 
9:30 am   Adult Sunday 

School 

11:00 am   Worship— 

Online/On Site  

20 21 
10:30 am    

22 23 
5:30 pm   Handbells 

6:45 pm   Choir 

24 25 
 

26 
LAMBs Basket 

Collection  

9:30 am   Adult Sunday 

School 

11:00 am   Worship— 

Online/On Site  
 

27 28 
10:30 am    

29 30 
6:30 pm   Ladies 

Nite 

Out  

 

 

 

 

31 11/1 

Henrico County Schools, 

Hilltop Preschool & 
Church Office Closed  

Henrico County Schools & 

Hilltop Preschool Closed  
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Special Staff Announcement 
On Saturday September 21, the Virlina District Board called Angella F. 
Haranzo to serve as the Associate District Executive Minister of the 
Virlina District on a half time basis. The change in position and title from 

her previous calling as Interim Director of District Conference, Nurture and Witness is 
effective immediately. Following stints as children’s director at the Daleville and Troutville 
Congregations, Sister Angella has been in pastoral leadership at the Vinton Church of the 
Brethren for the last thirteen years, concluding her service on May 31, 2025. In addition to her 
service to the local church, she has served the larger church through the Children’s Cabinet 
and on the District Conference Program and Arrangements Committee. Angella is a 2000 
graduate of Dominion College of Virginia with an Associates Degree in Paralegal Studies and 
a a 2013 graduate of Christian Growth Institute. Beyond her gifts and skills for pastoral 
leadership, Angella also brings a wealth of experience from her previous secular work, where 
she was employed by the Trust Company of Virginia. Angella will continue to use the 
Virlina.directordcnw@gmail.com email until all District Staff change to new email addresses. 
Please be in prayer for Angella as she serves Christ and the Church in this expanded role. 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY BRETHREN HERITAGE  

On Saturday, October 25, 2025, the Historical Committee of the Virlina District is sponsoring a 
“Shenandoah Valley Brethren Heritage Tour.” This is an excellent opportunity to gain new 
insight into our past, to make new friends, and to enjoy the fall foliage along the way. 

The tour will depart from the Virlina District Resource Center (DRC) at 3402 Plantation Road, 
NW in Roanoke, Virginia at 8 a.m. Included among the featured items are: a stopover in 
Bridgewater, Virginia to hear Steve Longenecker, former Professor of History at Bridgewater 
College share about “Shenandoah Religion - Outsiders and the Mainstream, 1716-1865;” a 
tour of the Brethren-Mennonite Heritage Center in Harrisonburg, Virginia; a visit to the home 
of John Kline, a Civil War martyr and Brethren leader, in Broadway, Virginia; and a tour of the 
Shenandoah District Disaster Response facility in Weyers Cave, Virginia. Arrival back in 
Roanoke is anticipated for 6 p.m. There is plenty of parking at the DRC. 

The cost of $95 covers transportation, admission costs, and a luncheon meal provided by a 
local congregation. It also covers the .5 continuing education units available for ordained and 
commissioned ministers through the Christian Growth Institute (CGI). Spaces are limited 
and the deadline for registration is October 17, 2025. Please register by sending a check 
for $95 made out to the Virlina District - Church of the Brethren at 3402 Plantation Road, NW, 
Roanoke, VA 24012-3732. Place the words HERITAGE TOUR in the memo space. If you 
wish to earn CEU’s, please send a note requesting this option. 

Exciting News 

The Virlina District Website is being updated! 

We invite you to come take a look at www.virlina.org. 

Updates happen daily so check back often! 

mailto:Virlina.directordcnw@gmail.com
https://virlina.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7493458807cd29fca86cfb346&id=1871936724&e=c3b13816b8
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