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“The royal line of David is like a tree that has been cut down;
but just as new branches sprout from a stump, so a new king
will arise from among David’s descendants.” gsaian 11:1)

Welcome
PrEIUde 7./76’ /-7rst NOE// David Lanz
Christmas Eve Waltz
GIVE PRAISE TO GOD
* Affirmation of Faith (based on Isaiah 63:7-9)

One: We celebrate a God who creates a wondrous universe,
bursting forth in unfailing love.

All:  We celebrate a God who comes to us in Jesus, leading
from manger to cross, from birth to death to new life.

One: We celebrate a God who blesses us through the Holy
Spirit, creating love and community.

All:  We celebrate a God who inspires praise, calling us to
echo that praise into service for others.

*

Prayer of Gathering

O God, we gather to sing your life heralded in the birth of
Jesus. That life is filled with mystery and power, stars and
planets, creatures great and small, people young and old. That
life flows through us as we celebrate, love, work, and serve.
Give us eyes to see the guiding stars of your light. Amen.
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Hymn

The First Noel, the Angel Did Say

I: The first Noel the angel did say
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay—

in fields where they lay keeping their sheep,
on a cold winter’s night that was so deep.

Refrain:  Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel,
born is the King of Israel.

2: They looked up and saw a star

shining in the east, beyond them far,
and to the earth it gave great light,
and so it continued both day and night.

3: And by the light of that same star

three wise men came from country far.
To seek for a king was their intent,
and to follow the star wherever it went.

4: This star drew nigh to the northwest,

o’er Bethlehem it took its rest,
and there it did both stop and stay,
right over the place where Jesus lay.

5: Then entered in those wise men three,

full rev'rently upon the knee,
and offered there in his presence,
their gold and myrrh and frankincense.

CELEBRATE GOD’S FAMILY

Time with Qur Children

Hymn
[

As with Gladness

As with gladness men of old

did the guiding star behold,
as with joy they hailed its light,

#2501

Refrain

Refrain

Refrain

Refrain

#2771



leading onward, beaming bright;
so, most gracious God, may we
evermore be led to thee.

2:  As with joyful steps they sped,
Savior, to thy lowly bed,
there to bend the knee before
thee whom heav’n and earth adore;
so may we with willing feet
ever seek thy mercy seat.

3:  As they offered gifts most rare
at thy cradle rude and bare,
so may we with holy joy,
pure and free from sin’s alloy,
all our costliest treasures bring,
Christ, to thee, our heav’nly king.

4:  Holy Jesus, ev’ry day
keep us in the narrow way,
and, when earthly things are past,
bring our ransomed souls at last
where they need no star to guide,
where no clouds thy glory hide.

Congl‘egaﬁona| Prayer (adapted from John Killinger £nter Every Trembling Heart)

O God, like the wisemen of old, we have made our journey to
Bethlehem, though it is yearly for us, and some of us are a
little tired from lives that have been busy and cluttered. You
intend for Jesus’ birth to bring peace, joy, renewal,
togetherness, amid life’s deepest mysteries and realities. Let us
know how to breathe easier, knowing that your spirit, the
spirit we see in Jesus, flows throughout our world and moves
through human acts of love and kindness. As we end another
year, we pray that our yearnings for peace may find root in
honest desire, growing in an atmosphere of trust and
goodwill. We remember the poor, and ask that we may find
ways to feed them and share with them. We pray for the sick



*

that they may receive healing, for the grieving that their
hearts may be comforted, for the lonely that they may find
relationship, for the fearful that they may be given confidence,
for the doubtful that they may have faith, for the cynical that
they may see hope. For the young, the oppressed, the old, all
creatures, we pray for mercy and protection. When our lives
feel like cut down trees, bring forth the branch of your love
from our stump-like existence. Circle us, God, keeping
protection near and danger afar, hope within and doubt
without, light near and darkness afar, peace within and evil
out. Amen.

Hymn O Beautiful Star of Bethlehem” #275 V1

[: O beautiful star of Bethlehem,
shining afar through shadows dim,
giving a light for those who long have gone, ™)
and guiding the trav’lers on their way
unto the place where Jesus lay;
beautiful star of Bethlehem, shine on.

(shine on.)

Refrain:  Beautiful, beautiful star, star of Bethlehem,
shine upon us until the glory, glory dawn;
oh, give us your light to light the way
into the land of perfect day;
beautiful star of Bethlehem, shine on.

(shine on.)

2:  Oh, beautiful star, the hope of light,
guiding the pilgrim through the night,
over the mountain till the break of daw
and into the light of perfect day
it will give out a lovely ray;
beautiful star of Bethlehem, shine on.

n; (the dawn;)

(shine on.)

Refrain

3:  Oh, beautiful star, the hope of rest
for the redeemed, the good, and blest,
yonder in glory when the crown is won;
for Jesus is now that Star divine;
brighter and brighter he will shine;

(is won,)



shine on.)

beautiful star of Bethlehem, shine on. Refrain

WORSHIP IN GIVING

Thoughts on Giving

As we consider how we might support the ministries of West
Richmond Church of the Brethren, let us know we are called
by Jesus to be travelers in faith. We are drawn to the child in
a manger, who attracted kings. Teach us the kingship that
seeks out others and serves them through the bearing of gifts.
In a world where there is gathering gloom, sorrowing, sighing,
bleeding, and dying, help us be those who release others from
cold tombs into joy, celebrating, embracing, healing, and
living. May we seek the wonder, beauty, and guidance of your
perfect light. Amen.

Special Music Silent Night (Scarborough Fair) ~ C.E. Walz § Larry Shackley
Silent Night (Scarborough Fair) by C.E. Walz, Larry Shackley
© 20138 The Lorenz Corporation (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.)
CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A

ISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED

Scripture Lesson Isaiah 11:1-9;
Matthew 2:13-23 GNT

The Peaceful Kingdom

I'l The royal line of David is like a tree that has been cut
down; but just as new branches sprout from a stump, so a
new king will arise from among David’s descendants.

2 The spirit of the Lord will give him wisdom and the
knowledge and skill to rule his people. He will know the Lord’s
will and honor him, *and find pleasure in obeying him. He will
not judge by appearance or hearsay; * he will judge the poor
fairly and defend the rights of the helpless. At his command



the people will be punished, and evil persons will die. > He will
rule his people with justice and integrity.

®Wolves and sheep will live together in peace, and leopards
will lie down with young goats. Calves and lion cubs will feed
together, and little children will take care of them. ” Cows and
bears will eat together, and their calves and cubs will lie down
in peace. Lions will eat straw as cattle do. ® Even a baby will
not be harmed if it plays near a poisonous snake. ? On Zion,
God’s sacred hill, there will be nothing harmful or evil. The
land will be as full of knowledge of the Lord as the seas are
full of water.

The Escape to Egypt

'3 After they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared in a
dream to Joseph and said, “Herod will be looking for the child
in order to kill him. So get up, take the child and his mother
and escape to Egypt, and stay there until I tell you to leave.”
'* Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and left
during the night for Egypt, '* where he stayed until Herod
died. This was done to make come true what the Lord had said
through the prophet, “I called my Son out of Egypt.”

The Killing of the Children

'® When Herod realized that the visitors from the East had
tricked him, he was furious. He gave orders to kill all the boys
in Bethlehem and its neighborhood who were two years old
and younger—this was done in accordance with what he had
learned from the visitors about the time when the star had
appeared.

'"In this way what the prophet Jeremiah had said came true:
'8 “A sound is heard in Ramah, the sound of bitter weeping.
Rachel is crying for her children; she refuses to be comforted,
for they are dead.”

The Return from Egypt

'° After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream
to Joseph in Egypt *®and said, “Get up, take the child and his
mother, and go back to the land of Israel, because those who



tried to kill the child are dead.” ?' So Joseph got up, took the
child and his mother, and went back to Israel.

22But when Joseph heard that Archelaus had succeeded his
father Herod as king of Judea, he was afraid to go there. He
was given more instructions in a dream, so he went to the
province of Galilee 2* and made his home in a town named
Nazareth. And so what the prophets had said came true: “He
will be called a Nazarene.”

Sermon “Called to Be a Nazarene”

* Hymn To Us a Child of Hope Is Born #259 V1

[: To us a child of hope is born, to us a son is giv'n.
Him shall the tribes of earth obey,
him all the hosts of heav’n,
him shall the tribes of earth obey,
him all the hosts of heav'n.

2:  His name shall be the Prince of peace,
forevermore adored,
the Wonderful, the Counselor,
the great and mighty Lord,
the Wonderful, the Counselor,
the great and mighty Lord.

3:  His pow'r, increasing, still shall spread,
his reign no end shall know.
Justice shall guard his throne above,
and peace abound below,
justice shall guard his throne above,
and peace abound below.

* Prayer of Blessing and Sending

O God, call us out of the places of escape and enslavement.
When there is violence and weeping in our world, teach us the
spirit of the Nazarene, the spirit of one who causes the
branches of peace and joy to grow from the stumps of our



world. Let us sing and live that peace and joy, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Postlude Christmas Medley arr. ARAPIANO

* Please stand as able and led
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Our thanks to all who have helped to prepare and lead this morning’s worship service:

MINISEEES .ovvvvvvrerirerrnerieereereererrerresrseernnns All Members
PaSTOr .. e David Whitten
GUESE SPEAKET ......eeeiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeii e David Brunk
Minister of MUSIC ......ooooiiviiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee Vanessa Morton
Time with Our Children .............ooivieiiiiiieee i, Sarah Hartman
Special MUSIC ......coovuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e Our Choir
FIQUEIST oovveeeeie e Sarah Hartman
PIANISt ..vveeiiiee e Ken Heatwole

Director of Media & Technology ...........cccccooviiiniiiiniinniinnn. Kevin Beers



