
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



West Richmond Church of the Brethren 
7612 Wanymala Road, Henrico, Virginia 23229-4239 

804-288-6439 (phone)   804-282-4408 (fax)   wrcob@wrcob.org   www.wrcob.org 

December 22, 2024 Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Welcome to worship. Like Mary and Elizabeth,  

we share the anticipation of what God is birthing — 

through Jesus, and in all our lives always. 

Welcome 

Prelude The First Noël/ David Lanz 

Christmas Eve Waltz 

GIVE PRAISE TO GOD 

* Call to Worship (Leader/People)  http://www.faithandworship.com/Advent 

When does an ordinary life become extraordinary, a mundane 

day become revolutionary, a moment in time change history? 

When God enters in, forgives sin, allows us to begin again. When 

we repeat those words of Mary,  

“Here I am, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according 

to your word.” 

* Opening Prayer http://www.pcusa.org/media 

Most High God, for you nothing is impossible. Through a poor 

young woman in a small town you gave birth to your realm of 

endless glory. By your Holy Spirit, fill us with new life and hope 

and overshadow us with your power and grace so that we, like 



Mary, might be your servants, bearing witness to the promise of 

your Word; through Jesus Christ, who is coming to reign. 

* Lighting our Advent Wreath 

* Opening Carol Hope Is a Candle (vv. 1-2, 4, 3 & 5) #211 VT
 

Hope Is a Candle by Richard Leach 

© 1996 Selah Publishing Company, Inc. 

CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A 

1: Hope is a candle, once lit by the prophets, 

never consumed, though it burns through the years; 

dim in the daylight of power and priv’lege  

when they are gone, hope will shine on. 

2: Peace is a candle to show us a pathway, 

threatened by gusts from our rage and our greed.  

Friend, feel no envy for those in the shadows  

violence and force their dead-end course. 

4: Joy is a candle of mystery and laughter, 

mystery of light that is born in the dark; 

laughter at hearing the voice of an angel, 

ever so near, casting out fear. 

3: Love is a candle whose light makes a circle, 

where ev’ry face is the face of a friend.  

Widen the circle by sharing and giving  

God’s holy dare: love ev’rywhere. 

5: Christ is the light that the prophets awaited, 

Christ is the lion, the lamb, and the child.  

Christ is the love and the mystery and laughter  

candles, make way! Christ is the day. 

CELEBRATE GOD’S FAMILY 

Time with Our Children 



 Carol 12 Days of Christmas unknown 

(Advent Version) 

On the first day of Christmas, our Father gave to us… 

The Saving Grace of Jesus Christ 

Two Testaments 

Three Major Prophets 

Four Gospel Books 

Five Books of Law 

Six Days of Work 

Seven Days of Blessings 

Eight Ways of Praying 

Nine Beatitudes 

Ten Commands for Living 

Eleven Godly Women 

Twelve True Apostles 

Pastoral Prayer 

WORSHIP IN G IVING 

Thoughts on Giving   

Mary’s humble response, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; 

let it be to me according to your word,” is a powerful example 

of selfless giving. Her willingness to surrender her will to God’s 

plan demonstrates the ultimate act of love and trust. This 

passage reminds us that true giving is not about what we give 

up, but about what we gain in return. As we offer ourselves to 

God, we receive an abundance of blessings and a deeper 

connection to the divine. 

 Special Music Silent Night (Scarborough Fair) C.E. Walz & Larry Shackley 

Silent Night (Scarborough Fair) by C.E. Walz, Larry Shackley 

© 2018 The Lorenz Corporation (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 

CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A 



LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED 

Scripture Lesson  Luke 1:26-38 

The Birth of Jesus Foretold 

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a 

town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man 

whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s 

name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, 

favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29 But she was much 

perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this 

might be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for 

you have found favor with God. 31 And now, you will conceive in 

your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He 

will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High, and 

the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 
33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 

kingdom there will be no end.” 34 Mary said to the angel, “How 

can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel said to her, “The 

Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 

will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; 

he will be called Son of God. 36 And now, your relative Elizabeth 

in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth 

month for her who was said to be barren. 37 For nothing will be 

impossible with God.” 38 Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant 

of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the 

angel departed from her. 

Carol Hark! the Herald Angels Sing #247 VT 

1: Hark! the herald angels sing,   

“Glory to the newborn King!  

Peace on earth and mercy mild,  

God and sinners reconciled.”  

Joyful all ye nations, rise,  

join the triumph of the skies.  



With th’angelic host proclaim,  

“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

Refrain: Hark! the herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King.” 

2: Christ, by highest heav’n adored;  

Christ, the everlasting Lord,  

late in time behold him come,  

offspring of the virgin’s womb.  

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,  

hail th’incarnate deity;  

pleased with us in flesh to dwell,  

Jesus, our Immanuel! Refrain 

3: Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace!  

Hail the Sun of righteousness!  

Light and life to all he brings,  

ris’n with healing in his wings.  

Mild he lays his glory by,  

born that we no more may die,  

born to raise us from the earth,  

born to give us second birth. Refrain 

Sermon “The Incarnation” 

GO IN GOD’S NAME 

* Carol Love Came Down at Christmas #255 VT 

1: Love came down at Christmas, love all lovely, love divine. 

Love was born at Christmas— star and angels gave the sign. 

Sing noel, sing noel, sing noel.  

2: Worship we the Godhead, love incarnate, love divine. 

Worship we our Jesus— what shall be our sacred sign? 

Sing noel, sing noel, sing noel.  



3: Love shall be our token, love be yours and love be mine,  

love to God and neighbor, love the universal sign. 

Sing noel, sing noel, sing noel.  

* Benediction 

May the grace of God, the love of Christ, and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all, as you go forth to live out the 

selfless love of Mary. May you be filled with hope, peace, joy, 

and love knowing that God’s divine plan is unfolding in your 

lives. Amen 

 Postlude  Christmas Medley arr. ARAPIANO 

 

* Please stand as able and led 

 

                                  

Our thanks to all who have helped to prepare and lead this morning’s worship service: 

Ministers .................................................... All Members 
Pastor ..................................................................... David Whitten 

Minister of Music .................................................... Vanessa Morton 

Worship Leader .......................................................... Barbara Beers 

Time with Our Children .............................................. Sarah Hartman 

Special Music ................................................................... Our Choir 

Flautist .................................................................... Sarah Hartman 

Guitarist .................................................................. David Whitten 

Director of Media & Technology ....................................... Kevin Beers 


