
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



West Richmond Church of the Brethren 
7612 Wanymala Road, Henrico, Virginia 23229-4239 

804-288-6439 (phone)   804-282-4408 (fax)   wrcob@wrcob.org   www.wrcob.org 

December 15, 2024 Third Sunday of Advent 

Welcome! Isaiah declares: “With joy you will draw 

water from the wells of salvation” (12:3, NRSV). May we 

be nourished by God’s gift of salvation as we worship. 

Bell Prelude Come On, Ring Those Bells arr. Patricia Sanders Cota 

Come On, Ring Those Bells by Andrew Culverwell 

© 1976 Manna Music, Inc. (Admin. by Gaither Copyright Management)  

and this Arr. © 2000 Manna Music, Inc. (ASCAP) 

CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A 

 Good King Wenceslas arr. Patricia Sanders Cota 

© 2000 by AGAPE (A Division of Hope Publishing Company) 

CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A 

GIVE PRAISE TO GOD 

* Call to Worship (Leader/People/TOGETHER) 

Let us gather in the light of Christ, our hope and joy.  

We come the birthday of our Savior. 

As we light the candles of hope, peace, and joy,  

we prepare our hearts for the birth of Christ.  

May the light of God’s love shine brightly within us.  

WE WORSHIP GOD WITH JOY! 

* Opening Prayer  

Gracious God, source of all joy, we gather in your presence 

to anticipate the coming of your Son. Fill our hearts with your 

peace and our minds with your hope. May we be instruments 



of your joy, spreading love and kindness to all we encounter. 

In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen. 

* Lighting our Advent Wreath 

* Opening Carol Hope Is a Candle (verses 1-2, 4-5) #211 VT
 

Hope Is a Candle by Richard Leach 

© 1996 Selah Publishing Company, Inc. 

CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A 

1: Hope is a candle, once lit by the prophets, 

never consumed, though it burns through the years; 

dim in the daylight of power and priv’lege  

when they are gone, hope will shine on. 

2: Peace is a candle to show us a pathway, 

threatened by gusts from our rage and our greed.  

Friend, feel no envy for those in the shadows  

violence and force their dead-end course. 

4: Joy is a candle of mystery and laughter, 

mystery of light that is born in the dark; 

laughter at hearing the voice of an angel, 

ever so near, casting out fear. 

5: Christ is the light that the prophets awaited, 

Christ is the lion, the lamb, and the child.  

Christ is the love and the mystery and laughter  

candles, make way! Christ is the day. 

CELEBRATE GOD’S FAMILY 

Time with Our Children 

Carol Joy to the World #240 VT 

1: Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  

Let earth receive its king;  

let ev’ry heart prepare him room,  



and heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n and nature sing,  

and heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

2: Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!  

Let all their songs employ  

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains,  

repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy,  

repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

3: No more let sins and sorrows grow,  

nor thorns infest the ground.  

He comes to make his blessings flow  

far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found,  

far as, far as the curse is found. 

4: He rules the world with truth and grace,  

and makes the nations prove  

the glories of his righteousnes,  

and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love,  

and wonders, wonders of his love. 

Pastoral Prayer 

WORSHIP IN G IVING 

Thoughts on Giving   

As we offer our gifts today, we remember the true gift of 

Christmas: the birth of Jesus Christ. Just as the wise men 

brought gifts to the newborn King, we offer our hearts, our 

time, and our resources to serve others in His name. May our 

offerings reflect the joy and gratitude we feel for God’s 

immeasurable love. 

 Special Music He Is Born arr. Patricia Sanders Cota 

© 2000 by AGAPE (A Division of Hope Publishing Company) 

CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A 

 



LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED 

Scripture Lesson  Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

The Good News of Deliverance 

61 The spirit of the Lord God is upon me because the Lord has 

anointed me; he has sent me to bring good news to the 

oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to 

the captives and release to the prisoners, 2 to proclaim the year 

of the Lord’s favor and the day of vengeance of our God, to 

comfort all who mourn, 3 to provide for those who mourn in 

Zion—to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of 

gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a 

faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the 

planting of the Lord, to display his glory. 4 They shall build up 

the ancient ruins; they shall raise up the former devastations; 

they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many 

generations. 

8 For I, the Lord, love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I 

will faithfully give them their recompense, and I will make an 

everlasting covenant with them. 9 Their descendants shall be 

known among the nations and their offspring among the 

peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge that they are a 

people whom the Lord has blessed. 10 I will greatly rejoice in the 

Lord; my whole being shall exult in my God, for he has clothed 

me with the garments of salvation; he has covered me with the 

robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a 

garland and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 11 For as 

the earth brings forth its shoots and as a garden causes what is 

sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness 

and praise to spring up before all the nations. 

Carol Angels We Have Heard on High #249 VT 

1: Angels we have heard on high,  

singing sweetly through the night,  



and the mountains in reply  

echoing their brave delight. 

Refrain:  Gloria in excelsis Deo, gloria in excelsis Deo. 

2: Shepherds, why this jubilee?  

Why these songs of happy cheer?  

What great brightness did you see?  

What glad tidings did you hear? Refrain 

3: Come to Bethlehem and see  

him whose birth the angels sing.  

Come, adore on bended knee  

Christ the Lord, the newborn King.  Refrain 

4: See him in a manger laid  

whom the angels praise above.  

Mary, Joseph, lend your aid,  

while we raise our hearts in love.  Refrain 

Sermon “Clothed in Joy” 

GO IN GOD’S NAME 

* Carol Go Tell It on the Mountain #252 VT 

Refrain: Go tell it on the mountain, 
over the hills and everywhere; 
go tell it on the mountain 
that Jesus Christ is born! 

1: While shepherds kept their watching  

o’er silent flocks by night,  

behold throughout the heavens 

there shone a holy light. Refrain 

2: The shepherds feared and trembled 

when lo! above the earth 

rang out the angel chorus 

that hailed our Savior’s birth. Refrain 



3: Down in a lowly manger 

the humble Christ was born, 

and God sent us salvation 

that blessed Christmas morn. Refrain 

* Benediction 

 Postlude  God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen Trad. English Carol 

* Please stand as able and led 

                                  

Our thanks to all who have helped to prepare and lead this morning’s worship service: 

Ministers .................................................... All Members 
Pastor ..................................................................... David Whitten 

Minister of Music .................................................... Vanessa Morton 

Worship Leader ......................................................... Alyce Newman 

Time with Our Children .............................................. Sarah Hartman 

Special Music ............................................................. Our Handbells 

Guitarist .................................................................. David Whitten 

Director of Media & Technology ....................................... Kevin Beers 


