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December 8, 2024 Second Sunday of Advent
Welcome
Organ Prelude O Come, O Come, Immanuel John M. Neale

GIVE PRAISE TO GOD

* Call to Worship (Leader/People)

“Peace on earth, goodwill to all people.”
Let us welcome the Prince of Peace.
“The Lord is near.”

Let us prepare our hearts for His coming.

“He will judge between the nations and arbitrate between the
powerful peoples.”

Let us pray for peace in our world.

“He will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears
into pruning hooks.”

Let us work for justice and peace.

*

Opening Prayer workingpreacher.com

Gracious God, we gather to worship You and to prepare our
hearts for the coming of Your Son, Jesus Christ. Grant us
peace, Lord, that we may live in harmony with You and with
one another. Fill us with Your love, that we may love our
neighbors as ourselves. May Your peace reign in our hearts and
in our world. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.

* Lighting our Advent Wreath



* Opening Carol  Hope Is a Candlle (verses 1-2 & 5) #2111V
Hope Is a Candle by Richard Leach

© 1996 Selah Publishing Company, Inc.
CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A
[: Hope is a candle, once lit by the prophets,
never consumed, though it burns through the years;
dim in the daylight of power and priv’lege
when they are gone, hope will shine on.

2:  Peace is a candle to show us a pathway,
threatened by gusts from our rage and our greed.
Friend, feel no envy for those in the shadows
violence and force their dead-end course.

5:  Christ is the light that the prophets awaited,
Christ is the lion, the lamb, and the child.
Christ is the love and the mystery and laughter
candles, make way! Christ is the day.

CELEBRATE GOD’S FAMILY

Time with Our Children

Carol Lo, How a Rose E're Blooming #2016V

[: Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming from tender stem has sprung!
Of Jesse’s lineage coming as saints of old have sung.
It came, a floweret bright, amid the cold of winter,
when half spent was the night.

2: lsaiah 'twas foretold it, the Rose | have in mind.
With Mary we behold it, the virgin mother kind.
To show God’s love aright, she bore to us a Savior,
when half spent was the night.

3:  Flower, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the air,
dispel in glorious splendor gloom and grief ev’rywhere.
True man, yet very God, from sin and death he saves us,
and lightens ev'ry load.



Pastoral Prayer

WORSHIP IN GIVING

Thoughts on Giving #1020V

God of extravagant mercy, with hands outstretched you have
poured out wonder and pleasure and delight, goodness and
beauty and bounty.

So take these offerings, we pray, as our protest against all that
is evil and ugly and impoverished, trivial and wretched and
tyrannical, in our world and in ourselves—that we, too, may
be poured out for the world. Amen.

Special Music Advent Peace Canon Wesley/Pachelbel/Schram
Advent Peace Canon by Charles Wesley, Music by Johann Pachelbel, arranged by Ruth Elaine Schram

© 2004 Belwin-Mills Publishing Corporation
CCLI License No. [1428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A

LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED

Scripture Lesson Joel 2:12-14 NRSVUE

'2Yet even now, says the LORD, return to me with all your heart,
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning;

'*rend your hearts and not your clothing. Return to the LORD your
God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, abounding
in steadfast love, and relenting from punishment.

'“Who knows whether he will not turn and relent and leave a
blessing behind him, a grain offering and a drink offering for
the LORD your God?

Carol Here | Am to Worship #2227V
Here [ Am to Worshipby Tim Hughes
© 2000 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
CCLI License No. 1428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A



[: Light of the world, you stepped down into darkness,
opened my eyes, let me see
beauty that made this heart adore you,
hope of a life spent with you.

Refrain: ~ So here | am to worship,
here | am to bow down,
here | am to say that you're my God.
You're altogether lovely, altogether worthy,
altogether wonderful to me.

2:  King of all days, oh so highly exalted,
glorious in heaven above,
humbly you came to the earth you created,
all for love's sake became poor. Refrain

Bridge: And I'll never know how much it cost
to see my sin upon that cross.
I'll never know how much it cost

to see my sin upon that cross. Refrain
Sermon “Yet Even Now”
GO IN GOD’Ss NAME
* Carol Peace, Be Still #202 VT

Peace, be still, and know that | am God.
Peace, be still, and know that | am.
Peace, be still, and know.
Peace, be still.
Peace, be.
Peace, peace, peace.

* Benediction

Organ Postlude O Come, O Come, Immanuel John M. Neale



* Please stand as able and led
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Our thanks to all who have helped to prepare and lead this morning’s worship service:

MINISTEES ..covvevreiiieiiieirieeiieerieereerreerresrenennnns All Members
Pastor ......ovvieeeeeeee David Whitten
Minister of MUSIC.........ooeeeeeiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeen. Vanessa Morton
Worship Leader..............ccooviiiiiiniiiiiiiniiiiiiniiieceens Terrie Glass
Time with Our Children..........cccooooooiiiiiiiiieei, Sarah Hartman
Special MUSIC......coouvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiic e Our Choir
GUILAIST ©eveee e David Whitten
Director of Media & Technology.............coovviiiiinnniiinn. Kevin Beers

Those affected by Hurricanes Helene & Milton

David & Ruth Rowland
Franz & Izanne Neethling

Jimmy & AmyBeth Sink
Doris Boitnott
Anna Welch
i IN Becky Klein
OUR THOUGHTS Bétty’Alt'ic
AND PRAYERS Lib Kinzie

Neria Shelton

VIRLINA DISTRICT PRAYER: Pray for the Mount Hermon and Bassett
Churches of the Brethren whose merger was recognized at the 2024
Virlina District Conference. Let us pray for those who step out in faith,
coming together to serve God in new ways.



