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Will You Help??
Henrico Ministers’ Conference is hosting a book
drive. Would you like to help provide books with
African American and multicultural subjects for
Henrico County students? If so, the Witness
Commission offers you an opportunity to do that
through a book drive for Black History Month
sponsored by the Henrico Ministers’ Conference
(HMC). Pastor Dave is a member of HMC and
he, with the Witness Commission, invites your
support for the book drive. HMC identifies itself
as a “light of hope for social justice and for
meeting human needs in our communities.” The
book drive seeks to meet community needs through
donations of books with African American and
multicultural themes for grades K through 5 in
Henrico County’s public schools. HMC offered
the list below as a guide for the books they would
like schools to receive.
Please consider purchasing one or more books
for the book drive. The books are available through
many on-line and in-store booksellers.
Books should be purchased BEFORE February 1
and given to Pastor Dave by Friday, February 4, to
deliver them to HMC.
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Grades K-1
Hair Love by Matthew A. Cherry
Black Is a Rainbow Color by Angela Joy
I Believe I Can by Grace Byers
Your Name is a Song by Jamilah Thompkins
-Bigelow
I Am Every Good Thing by Derrick Barnes
I Am Smart, I Am Blessed, I Can Do
Anything! by Alissa Holder
Grades 2-3
The Day You Begin by Jacqueline Woodson
I Promise by Lebron James
Kamala and Maya’s Big Idea by Meena Harris
Sulwe by Lupita Nyong’o
Ada Twist, Scientist (The Questioneers) by
Andrea Beaty
Change Sings: A Children's Anthem by
Amanda Gorman
Grades 4-5
Above the Rim by Jen Bryant
The 1619 Project (Picture Book) by Nikole
Hannah-Jones
One Crazy Summer by Rita Williams-Garcia
Black Boy Joy: Celebrating Black Boyhood by
Kwame Mbalia
Ways to Make Sunshine by Renee Watson
The Undefeated by Kwame Alexander

Multicultural titles
Where are You From? by Yamile Saied
Méndez
The Field by Paul Baptiste
We Are Water Protectors by Carole
Lindstrom
Front Desk by Kelly Yang
Milo Imagines the World by Matt dela Pena
Your Mama by NoNieqa Ramos
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Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you
in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven;
and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. (Acts 2:38 NRSV)
According to the Church of the Brethren’s official website, www.brethren.org, we practice four
ordinances as taught by Jesus and the New Testament. We practice them because we feel they are
important, if not crucial in our spiritual development. They are 1. Baptism, 2. Love Feast/
Communion, 3. Feetwashing and 4. Anointing. I had previously learned Brethren practice six
ordinances: 1. Baptism, Three-fold Communion (2. Feetwashing, 3. Love Feast, 4. Communion), 5.
Anointing, and 6. Laying-on-of-hands. Over the next months, I will introduce them in newsletter
articles to encourage us to consider their importance. I include a thoughtfully written description of
baptism from www.brethren.org/about/practices/.

B

efore making any serious commitment—to marry, to accept a responsible office, to
practice healthier living—a person considers the meaning and consequences of that
choice. Often, he or she undergoes a public ceremony to acknowledge the momentous
personal decision. For Brethren, the ordinance of “believers’ baptism” marks just such a
deliberate, thoughtful commitment.

C
T

hoosing to follow the example of Jesus begins with repenting, or humbly re-examining
one’s relationship with God. Jesus himself showed us the way: He asked to be baptized
by John, and he instructed his disciples to baptize others who wanted to be symbolically
“reborn” through God’s grace, into a new life of mature belief and service.
hree hundred years ago, the first Brethren chose adult baptism as their ceremonial
response to God’s saving act—the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Today, in
the presence of the congregation, a newly committed person kneels in the water of the
baptistry, publicly acknowledges his or her decision, and is immersed three times forward, “in
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.”

T

hrough this symbolic cleansing and rebirth, the person becomes a full member of the
Brethren congregation and of the larger body of Christ. The decision to be baptized
indicates a willingness to take on both the joy and the responsibility of living Jesus’ teachings.
Have you been baptized? Have you been baptized as an adult with the full knowledge and
awareness of what it means? Would you like to be baptized? If you have been baptized earlier but
have had a further resolve to commit to Jesus in a new way, to memorialize the commitment, might
you consider being rebaptized? It is possible to do that you know. If you have any thoughts about
being baptized, whether it is your first time, or a rebaptism, I encourage you to consider it as a
significant and desirable step to deepen faith and draw closer to God. Let me know your thoughts.
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Gavin Banta Waters made his debut on
December 17, 2021 at 2:30pm. Mom says,
“He is the perfect addition to our family!”
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Here’s Gavin at home with his big brother, Sean,
and mommy & daddy, Sloan and Brendan.

Gavin’s grandparents are Darryl & Sandra Lynch.

In January, 35 pounds of food and toilet paper was
delivered to LAMBs Basket. In their latest
newsletter, they had special requests for spaghetti
sauce and pasta, cans of soup, baked beans and
vegetables, boxes of mac and cheese, canned pastas
and stews, oatmeal and cereal, peanut butter and
jelly and fruit cups. If you want to make a monetary
donation we will purchase eggs. Thank you for your
continued support of this ministry.

Maybe you
have seen this
suggestion on
Facebook when shopping
the buy one/
get one sales,
buy one for
yourself and
donate the
other.

We extend a big THANK YOU for your faithful contributions during 2021. Your
contributions, in combination with spending under budget, we ended 2021 with a
net income of $67,000. Hilltop Preschool also had a good year, ending 2021 with
operating income of $52,000.

West Richmond Church of the Brethren
7612 Wanymala Road, Henrico, Virginia 23229-4239
Phone: 804-288-6439
Fax: 804-282-4408
www.wrcob.org
wrcob@wrcob.org
Pastor .................................................. Dave Whitten (319-610-2274)
Administrative Assistant........................... Barbara Beers (804-338-3482)
Sunday Worship (On site & Online)............................................ 11:00 a.m.
Office (M-F)..........................................................9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
If no one is in the office or the line is busy, voice mail will pick up so
PLEASE leave us a message. Items for the bulletin’s weekly newssheet
MUST be submitted to the church office by n o on T h u r sd ay . All
articles for the March edition of The Herald are due in the office by
T u es da y, F eb ru ar y 1 5, 20 22 .

For the time being we request that you
wear a mask while inside the church
building. We have KN95 masks available
for you.
We encourage you to continue to also
use hand sanitizer and wash your hands.

Sun

Mon

Tues
1

Wed Thurs
2

Fri

Sat

3

4

5

10

11

12

17

18

19

25

26

27

10:30 am Ladies Circle

6:00 pm Handbells

6

7

9:30 am On Site &
Online Adult Sunday
School
11:00 am On Site &
Online Worship

13

14

9:30 am On Site &
Online Adult Sunday
School
11:00 am On Site &
Online Worship with
Children’s Church

20

21

9:30 am On Site &
Online Adult Sunday
School
11:00 am On Site &
Online Worship

27

28

9:30 am On Site &
Online Adult Sunday
School
11:00 am On Site &
Online Worship with
Children’s Church
LAMBs
Basket

8

9

10:30 am Ladies Circle

6:00 pm Handbells

15

16

10:30 am Ladies Circle

6:00 pm Handbells

23

24

10:30 am Ladies Circle

6:00 pm Handbells

Who’s Celebrating and
Who’s Doing What in…

02/15............ Emily Tulli
David & Janet Brunk

02/01............ Jonathan McCloud
02/05............ Joe Martin

02/18............ Brian Skillen

02/07............ Eric Evenson

02/22............ Sarah (Ziegler) Hodkinson

02/10............ Jonathan Reynolds

02/23............ Claire Lynch

02/11............ Zack Keithly
02/14............ Ellie Hemenway
Bennett Tulli
Frank & Betty Fuller (64th)

02/24............ Mark & Andrea Ludwick

02/27............ Beth Martin
Peter & Amparito Brunk
02/29............ Gayle (Wampler) Adams

Have we missed your birthday or anniversary? Please, contact the church office to correct our oversite .

Feb.

Greeter

Worship Leader

Tellers

6

Carol Goss

Susan Robertson

Joel & Dolly
Guyer

13

Barbara Beers

Pat Gangwer

Bob & Pat
Gangwer

20

Dolly Guyer

Jori Carter

Ann Andrus &
Nancy Martin

27

Ann Andrus

Thoko Lipato

Jeff Goss &
Alyce Newman

Wa nt to b e inc lu ded i n th es e a c tiv i tie s? It’s easy — ju st ca ll the church office!
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Attendance
November 7

In-person ...................... 40
Visitors ........................... 1
Live stream .................. 12
Worship (total)................... 53
On-line views as of 11/12 ...... 53
November 14
In-person ...................... 33
Visitors ........................... 2
Live stream .................. 12
Worship (total)................... 47
On-line views as of 11/19 ...... 31
November 21
In-person ...................... 57
Visitors ........................... 8
Live stream .................... 9
Worship (total)................... 74
On-line views as of 11/26 ..........
November 28
In-person ...................... 31
Visitors ........................... 1
Live stream .................. 10
Worship (total)................... 42
On-line views as of 12/03 ..........
Offering
11/07................... $ ...... 2,450.00
11/14................... $ ...... 2,052.00
11/21................... $ ...... 2,888.00
11/28................... $ ...... 1,275.00
Offering Y-T-D.... $ .. 163,591.75

Here are some highlights,
other than working on the
2022 Budget, from our hybrid
Church Board meeting on
Tuesday, November 8th...
Commission Reports
Christian Ed:
Carol Goss
Christian Ed is in negotiation
with Sarah Hartman for the
job of Children’s Ministry
Director.
Stewards:
Kevin Beers

Several things around the
church have been fixed.
Pastor:
Dave Whitten
Dave’s report was sent out to
all board members.
Dave commented on the great
turnout for Trunk or Treat,
one of the best we’ve had.
Hilltop Preschool:
Ann Andrus
The preschool board met
earlier today. There are
currently 77 children enrolled
in the preschool with several
on the waiting list.
They have about $150,000 in
the bank.
Pat Gangwer is now the
preschool board chair.
- Sandy Faw, Church Clerk -

Attendance
December 5

In-person ..................... 52
Visitors .......................... 3
Live stream .................. 10
Worship (total) ...................53
On-line views as of 12/10 ......23
December 12
In-person ..................... 39
Visitors .......................... 0
Live stream .................. 12
Worship (total) ...................51
On-line views as of 12/17 ......21
December 19
In-person ..................... 42
Visitors .......................... 1
Live stream .................. 13
Worship (total) ...................57
On-line views as of 12/23 ......21
December 26
In-person ..................... 31
Visitors .......................... 0
Live stream ................N/A
Worship (total) ...................31
On-line views as of 12/01 ......13
Offering
12/5 .................... $.....19,883.00
12/12 .................. $..........870.00
12/19 .................. $.......2,525.00
12/26 .................. $.......1,125.00
Offering Y-T-D ... $...187,994.75
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A warm coat and
a clean t-shirt!

something soft to
hold on to

I got some warm
clothes for winter

a new found
friend

warm hats for
little heads

The need
is endless

West Richmond Church of the Brethren
7612 Wanymala Road, Henrico, VA 23229-4239
Phone: 804-288-6439
Fax: 804-282-4408

www.wrcob.org
wrcob@wrcob.org

Place
stamp
here!
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Lent begins
March 2, 2022
Sometimes darkness seems to
last forever. We gaze toward the
horizon for any gleams of light,
rays of hope. This Lent, we
wander in exile with Isaiah,
waiting and scanning the sky for
the first hints of Easter
brilliance. God assures us that we
are not forgotten.
A new day is coming.

