
A FESTIVAL OF MUSIC  
will be celebrated during the worship 
service on December 18. There will be 
sharing of instrumental and vocal gifts. 
The festival acknowledges that the 
wonder of Christmas is often captured 
better in music than just words. 

Join your church 
family for a 
Christmas  

carry-in lunch 
followed by 

caroling to our 
church family  
and friends.  

When? Sunday, 
December 11th. 

A CHRISTMAS EVE 

CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 

The service on Saturday, December 24, 
at 7:30 pm will focus on the beautiful 
hymn ºIt Came upon a Midnight Clear.»  

Carols, scriptures, moments of silence, 
and prayers will invite us to embrace the 
Prince of Peace, who wants to live, not 
just in a manger long ago, but in all the 
places and hearts of our present world. 

ADVENT DEVOTIONALS 

Nurture Commission has 
provided us with copies of 
this year½s Advent devotional 
from Brethren Press, ºIn the 
Beginning was the Word» by 
our former pastor, David W. 
Miller. During Advent, we 
see and hear many words and 

 
phrases associated with the 
birth of our Lord. Join in the 
exploration of the words of 
Scripture and look and listen 
for the Word who is and 
who was and who is to 
come. The devotionals are in 
the communication center. 

We will not be holding Sunday School on 

Sunday, December 25 ñ see you at worship! 



FROM BIRTH TO LIFE 

O ne book that may help us find our way from birth to life is A Pilgrimõs 
Almanac: Reflections for Each Day of the Year  by Edward Hayes. Hayesõ book 
offers 366 days worth of reflections that helps readers see what is religiously 
and historically special about each day of the year. Mixed into almanac are 
longer pieces that expound on the life of faith. If we are tired of just moving 
from one day to the next, A Pilgrimõs Almanac can help us make the movement 

a life -filled experience.  

FROM 

THE 

BOOK & 

DVD 

SHELF 

M any years ago a man named Dr. Reul Howe found himself waiting in 
an airport terminal for a departing plane. As a long time pastor and 
professor who tried to connect the religious, social, and spiritual worlds in 
presentations and seminars, he was always reading. As he sat in the 
terminal that day, a young man next to him kept staring as if he wanted to 
say something. Finally he broke in, òWhat do you do?ó Dr. Howe, 
unprepared for the question, paused before answering only to be asked a 
more direct question, òWhat are you?ó Dr. Howe was surprised by not only 

the questions but by his own almost instantaneous reply, òIõm a pilgrim.ó 

òWhat the heck it that?ó 

òSurely you know what a pilgrim is?ó 

òI thought they were all dead.ó 

òIõm another kind of pilgrim. Iõm trying to find the way from birth to life.ó 

òDonõt you mean from birth to death?ó 

òNo. I mean just what I said.ó 

A dvent is a pilgrimage, a journey to Bethlehem to behold a human life that 
can lead and direct us on our pilgrimage from birth to life. Advent constitutes 
the start of a journey that is to lead to an ever -growing experience of new 
discoveries, new resources, new truths, and new victories. In this season, let us 
not forget the infant child who found himself on a pilgrimage that led to Egypt, 
to Nazareth, to Jerusalem, to the cross, to resurrection. Let us walk with him 

on the way that goes manger to resurrection, from birth to life.  

A Joyous Advent and New Year, 



NEW YEAR CELEBRATION 

January 8, 2012 will celebrate another year of living toward the 
promise that God gives to us. The worship service will include a 
commissioning of Board members and communion with the bread 

and cup to celebrate entry into 2012. We will 
be invited to give ourselves anew to God and 
the church by honoring our promises to 
participate, study, pray, give, and serve. 

YOUTH HAPPENINGS: 

In January, the youth will collect items to send in care packages to 
our young adults who are away at school! If you have a family 
member who is away at college, please give his or her address to Tina 
(lowetk@vcu.edu) or in person. Also, please donate items such as 
candy/hot chocolate/school supplies/or any other fun goodies to share 
with our friends to help them get excited for the spring semester! 

Your offering envelopes for next 
year are in the gathering room. 
Remember to pick up the box 

with your name on it. If you do 
not have envelopes and would like 

them, please see Nancy Martin. 

Sarah Beers 
invites you to her 

Senior Recital 
 

4:00 p.m. on Sunday, January 22, 2012 at  

Christopher Newport University in Newport News 

YOU  CAN  DO IT!   

It½s that time againµ time 
to recheck the directory and 
make sure your addresses, 
telephone numbers, and 

emails are up to date. 
There½s a white binder in 

the gathering room for you 
to go through. Please take a 
moment to check yours ̧ 
write in the changes or 
mark it ºOK» if applicable. 

You can also email your 
changes to the church office 

(wrcob@wrcob.org). 

mailto:lowetk@vcu.edu


VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY    

Providing a meal at the Community Shelter on 
the first Tuesday of each month takes a variety 
of volunteers. Our next trips to Hull Street are 
on Tuesday, December 6th and January 3rd, to 
serve at 6:15 p.m.  
 
You can contribute by cooking, 
serving, donating food or money 
for paper supplies. We invite you to sign-up in the 
gathering room or speak with coordinators Susan 
Robertson & Barbara McCann. 

ANOTHER VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 

The Craft Group and friends head to 
the Community Kitchen of the Central 
Virginia Food Bank at 1:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, December 20th and January 17th.  
 
Please join them if you can at 1415 Rhoadmiller 
Street in Richmond (you must be 16 or older). 
For more information, you can talk to Sandi Davis 
or Betty Altic or go to www.cvfb.org. Details are 
on the bulletin board in the gathering room. 

CHILDRENõS BAGS 

We now have 4 colored bags to 
be used by our younger members 
to busy themselves with during 
worship. Inside there are 
Children½s Bulletins, crayons, colored pencils, 
and an activity book. The bulletins are there 
to go home with the kids, but the bags need 
to stay so that they can be used again. 

WORSHIP FLOWERS 

Do you have someone to honor, remember 
or celebrate? Why not provide flowers in 
church on Sunday morning and then 
deliver them to the honoree or take them 
home with you? If this sounds like a good 
idea to you, please sign up on the flower 
calendar in the gathering room. We'll need 
flowers almost any time during the year.  

FELLOWSHIP TIME    

The Nurture Commission is working on next year½s calendar for hosting fellowship time after church. In 
order to keep this going every Sunday, it will be necessary to assign some folks to more than 1 Sunday. 
Please keep in mind the goal is to have a beverage and a simple light snack. If you're currently paired with 
someone and would be willing to serve solo that would be very helpful. If you feel unable to participate 
in hosting for the coming year, you need to tell someone. Contact Alyce Newman or see her at church.  

 
If you do not respond, the Commission will go with the understanding that you are happy the way 
you are, you will continue as such, and thanks you for your continued participation in this ministry. 



 December 4 December 11  December 18  December 25  

Greeter 
(Dolly Guyer) 

Dolly Guyer Sandi Davis Larry McCann Betty Altic 

Acolyte 
(Belinda Layman) 

Chris Reynolds Alan Vallejo Jon Reynolds Zack Keithly 

Worship Leader 
(Sarah Niswonger) 

Ray & Kim  

Ryan 

Bob & Pat  

Gangwer 

Jim & Letha  

McKinnell 

David & Nadene  

Brunk 

Nursery Care 
(Alyce Newman) 

Alyce Newman &  

Jon Reynolds 

Richmond Mennonite 

Fellowship 

Joel & Dolly  

Guyer 

Sue Aigner &  

Zack Keithly 

Fellowship Hosts 
(Alyce Newman) 

Coffee & Lemonade Carry-In Meal 
Larry & Barbara 

McCann 

Jeff & Carol  

Goss 

Tellers  
(Nancy Martin) 

Bob & Pat  

Gangwer 

Sandi Davis &  

Lewis Mullins 

Jeff Goss &  

Nancy Martin 

Joel Guyer &  

Larry McCann 

Care Giving Coordinator 
(Ginny Heatwole) 

Betty Fuller 

12/01 ...... Myron Miller  

12/01 ...... Quinn Wilson  

12/01 ...... Mark & Denise Diamond  

12/02 ...... Bill Hinton  

12/02 ...... Martha McGwin  

12/04 ...... Bridget Holsinger (10th) 

12/04 ...... Caroline Holsinger (10th) 

12/04 ...... Dani Saunders 

12/06 ...... Charles & Belinda Layman  

12/08 ...... Anna Beers  

12/09 ...... Judy McCloud  

12/10 ..... Barbara Tulli  

12/11 ..... Jacob Tulli  

12/13 ..... Paige Tucker  

12/14 ..... Mike Andrus  

12/14 ..... Frank Fuller  

12/15 ..... Nadene Brunk (60th) 

12/17 ..... Mike Ebersole  

12/17 ..... Kenny Keithly (50th) 

12/17 ..... Karen Searles  

12/20 ..... Kathy Guisewite  

12/20 ..... Kevin Tapper  

12/20 ..... Don & Bev Ziegler  

12/22 ..... Brandon Keithly  

12/22 ..... Tiffany McCann  

12/24 ..... Andrew Dooley  

12/24 ..... Henry Solanky (80th) 

12/27 ..... Margaret (Wampler) Lum  

12/27 ..... April (Lynch) O¬Neal  

12/27 ..... Emmett Vassar  

12/29 ..... Bill & Lib Kinzie (55th) 

12/31 ..... Amparo Brunk (35th) 

If you want to be included in any of these activities, please contact its coordinator. If you cannot fulfill an assigned date, please swap with someone and then contact the coordinator. 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
9:30 am  Friendship 

Café  

6:30 pm  Ladies 
Nite Out at 
Topekaõs 
Steakhouse 
(1776 Parham 
Road)  

2 
 

3 
 

 

 

 

 

Begins 

Don½t forget to buy gift cards from the Boy Scouts. Both the troop 
and our Youth Group benefit from your participation.  
 
Visit ShopWithScrip.com to find a full list 
of national and regional retailers. See Zack 
Keithly, Chris Reynolds, or Jon Reynolds to 
place your order.  

4 
2nd Sunday of Advent 

LAMBõs Basket 

 

5 
9:30 am  Friendship 

Café (away) 

7:00 pm  Church 

Board 

6 
9:45 am  Craft Group 

6:30 pm  Hull Street 

Ministry 

7 
9:30 am  Friendship 

Café (away) 

7:00 pm  Venture Crew 

7:30 pm  Boy Scouts 

7:45 pm  Choir 

8 
9:30 am  Friendship 

Café (away) 

 

9 
Hilltopõs Last 
School Day  

10 
 

 

11 
3rd Sunday of Advent 

8:00 am  Menõs 

Breakfast 

12:15 pm  Carry-In 

Meal 

2:00 pm  Caroling 

12 
9:30 am  Friendship 

Café  

 

13 
9:45 am  Craft Group 

7:00 pm  Cub Scouts 

14 
9:30 am  Friendship 

Café  

7:30 pm  Boy Scouts 

7:45 pm  Choir 

15 
9:30 am  Friendship 

Café  

10:00 am  Sanctuary 
Piano gets Tuned 

 

16 
 

17 
2:00 pm  Piano 
Recital (Tatiana 
Tatum Studio) 

18 
4th Sunday of Advent 

11:00 am  Festival of 

Music 

19 
9:30 am  Friendship 

Café  

 

20 
9:45 am  Craft Group 

1:00 pm  WRCOB at 
Community Kitchen 

21 
9:30 am  Friendship 

Café  

7:30 pm  Choir 

22 
9:30 am  Friendship 

Café (away) 

23 
 

24 
7:30 pm  
Christmas Eve 

Service 

25 
Christmas Day 

 

 

 

No Sunday School 
classes today. 

26 
 

 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
 

31 
 

CARITAS continues 

Barbara will be out of the office this week. 

Winter Camp  
at 

See page 11 for details! 

https://www.glscrip.com/promotions/summit cards.jpg


Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
LAMBõs Basket 

 

2 
9:30 am  Friendship 

Café  

3 
9:45 am  Craft Group 

6:30 pm  Hull Street 

Ministry 

7:00 pm  Cub Scouts  

4 
9:30 am  Friendship 

Café  

6:50 pm  Handbells  

7:00 pm  Venture Crew 

7:30 pm  Boy Scouts 

7:45 pm  Choir 

5 
9:30 am  Friendship 

Café  

6 
 

7 
 

8 
Communion 

Board Commissioned 

8:00 am  Menõs 

Breakfast 

9 
9:30 am  Friendship 

Café  

7:00 pm  Church 

Board 

10 
Henrico Schools Closed 

9:45 am  Craft Group 

7:00 pm  Cub Scouts  

11 
9:30 am  Friendship 

Café (away) 

6:50 pm  Handbells  

7:30 pm  Boy Scouts 

7:45 pm  Choir 

12 
9:30 am  Friendship 

Café  

 

13 
 

14 
 

 

15 
 

16 
Henrico Schools 

Closed 

Church Offices 
Closed 

17 
9:45 am  Craft Group 

1:00 pm  WRCOB at 
Community Kitchen 

 

 

 

7:00 pm  Cub Scouts 

18 
9:30 am  Friendship 

Café  

6:50 pm  Handbells  

7:30 pm  Boy Scouts 

7:45 pm  Choir 

19 
9:30 am  Friendship 

Café (away) 

 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
8:00 am  Menõs 

Breakfast 

4:00 pm   
Sarah Beersõ  

Senior Recital at 
Christopher Newport 

University 

23 
9:30 am  Friendship 

Café  

 

24 
9:45 am  Craft Group 

7:00 pm  Cub Scouts 

 

25 
9:30 am  Friendship 

Café  

6:50 pm  Handbells  

7:30 pm  Boy Scouts 

7:45 pm  Choir 

26 
9:30 am  Friendship 

Café  

6:30 pm  Ladies 

Nite Out  

27 
 

28 
 

 

 

 

 

 

29 
 

30 
9:30 am  Friendship 

Café  

31 
9:45 am  Craft Group 

7:00 pm  Cub Scouts 

 



 January 1 January 8 January 15  January 22  January 29  

Greeter 
(Dolly Guyer) 

Dolly Guyer Sandi Davis Larry McCann Betty Altic Barbara Tulli 

Acolyte 
(Belinda Layman) 

Zack Keithly Chris Reynolds Alan Vallejo Jon Reynolds Zack Keithly 

Worship Leader 
(Sarah Niswonger) 

Alyce Newman Tiffany McCann Larry McCann Kevin Beers Ginny Heatwole 

Nursery Care 
(Alyce Newman) 

Sandy & Brendan 

Faw 

Fred & Paula 

Bryant 

Betty Altic &  

__________ 

Sandra & Claire 

Lynch 

Ann Andrus &  

__________ 

Fellowship Hosts 
(Alyce Newman) 

Kenny & Joyce 

Keithly 
Sandy Faw Susan Robertson Ann Andrus 

Joel & Dolly  

Guyer 

Tellers  
(Nancy Martin) 

Bob & Pat  

Gangwer 

Sandi Davis &  

Lewis Mullins 

Jeff Goss &  

Nancy Martin 

Joel Guyer &  

Larry McCann 

Bob & Pat  

Gangwer 

Care Giving 

Coordinator 
(Ginny Heatwole) 

Barbara McCann 

01/01 .... Chris Johnson  

01/02 .... Dennis & Betty Meyer  

01/04 .... Alyce Newman  

01/06 .... Jacob Dooley  

01/07 .... Freselam Breen  

01/10 .... Ansuya Solanky  

01/11 .... Sandi Davis  

01/11 .... Gus Saunders (1st) 

01/13 .... Carol Hinton  

01/13 ... Berkley O¬Neal (5th) 

01/14 ... Demetra Heckman-Johnson (40th) 

01/14 ... Alan Vallejo 

01/16 ... Thomas Holsinger  

01/18 ... Clifford & Mary Brubacker (65th) 

01/20 ... JoAnn Holsinger  

01/23 ... Ann Andrus  

01/23 ... Katie Kopp (97th) 

01/23 ... Belinda Layman  

01/24 .... Sarah Niswonger 

01/25 .... Elizabeth Glass  

01/26 .... Brian Niswonger 

01/27 .... Calee Whitten (18th) 

01/28 .... Ashok & Donita Solanky  

01/29 .... Susan Robertson  

01/30 .... John Fleming  

If you want to be included in any of these activities, please contact its coordinator. If you cannot fulfill an assigned date, please swap with someone and then contact the coordinator. 



The Forty-First Virlina District Conference of the 
Church of the Brethren was held at the Bonsack 
Baptist Church in Botetourt County, Virginia on 
November 11-12, 2011. "Lift Jesus Higher" (John 
3:14-17) was the theme of the conference. Total 
registration was 514 persons. This included 267 
delegates (including 74 pastors) and 247 non-
delegates from 82 congregations. These participated 
in the worship, fellowship and spiritual discernment 
for the district under the leadership of Moderator 
Roy A. McVey, pastor of the Collinsville Church of 
the Brethren. 

Keynote speaker for the Friday evening worship 
service was Timothy P. Harvey, moderator of the 
2012 Church of the Brethren Annual Conference. 
360 persons were present for the Friday evening 
service. Saturday morning devotional services 
featured remarks by the District Conference 
Moderator. The Saturday evening worship service 
featured John Neff, pastor of the Grottoes Church of 
the Brethren. Both evening services were highlighted 
by an all conference choir. Attendance for the 
Saturday evening service was 158. Approximately 
one-hundred persons attended the Ministers and 
Spouses Banquet held on Friday evening at the 
Cloverdale Church of the Brethren. Marvin D. Wade, 
pastor of the Beaver Creek Church of the Brethren, 
was the featured speaker.  

Saturday's business included the following:  
Eighteen individuals were called to various positions 
including: Frances S. Beam (Concord, Living Faith) 
as Moderator-Elect; J. Hebron Quesenberry (Red 
Oak Grove) to the Standing Committee of Annual 
Conference; Emily LaPrade (Antioch) to the 
Program and Arrangements Committee; Gary W. 
Edwards (Bassett), Michael G. Battle (Burks Fork) 
and Paul J. Stover, Jr. (Jeters Chapel) to the 
Nominating and Personnel Committee; Darnell 
Brown (Henry Fork), Shirley B. Jamison (Monte 
Vista), Jackie S. Edwards (Bassett), Evelyn H. Janney 
(Stonewall), Lindsey Jill Tanner (Green Hill), Robert 

M. Holley (Newport News - Ivy Farms), John P. 
Reed, Sr. (Selma), Noel S. Naff (Mount Hermon), 
Naomi L. Powers (Moneta - Lake Side) and Joanna 
B. Shipp (Lynchburg) to the District Board; Stacy 
W. Goff (Copper Hill) and J. Richard Rader 
(Roanoke-Summerdean) to the Outdoor Ministries 
Committee. 

Other new business included:  
Approved: a District Board Budget, not including 
designated items, of $297,195.44 for 2012. 
Delegates also heard that the Camp Bethel budget for 
2012 will be $547,540.00.  

Approved: four amendments to the district 
constitution and by-laws dealing with 1) a change in 
the method of board reorganization, 2) a renaming 
of the Commission of Stewards as the Commission 
on Stewardship, 3) revision of language concerning 
the Treasurer and Financial Secretary and 4) revision 
of the language concerning the fiscal year. 

Approved: a Mission Resourcing Campaign to 
underwrite future ministries of leadership 
development, new church plants, outdoor ministry, 
youth and young adult ministries and other 
important endeavors. No outside consultant will be 
employed. 

Approved: the recommendation of the District Board 
that the Query: Scripture as the Authoritative Guide 
for Our Lives be respectfully returned to the 
Hopewell Church. 

Approved: the proposed relocation of the District 
Resource Center. 

Other newsworthy items: 
Received: offerings of $3,649.69. These included 
$1,684.69 for Camp Bethel, $1,965.00 for the 
expenses of the District Conference and $824.00 for 
the Disaster Response ministry. 

Heard that: Roy U. Turpin (Pleasant Valley) will 
serve as the District Board Chairperson for 2011-12. 
Other members of the Executive Committee are 
Russell R. Payne, Jr. (Coulson) as Vice-Chairperson, 
Robert A. Miller (Boones Mill) as Commission on 
Ministry Chairperson, Myrna M. Ferguson (Jones 
Chapel) as Commission of Stewards Chairperson, 
Patricia A. Ronk (Roanoke - Oak Grove) as 
Commission on Nurture Chairperson, Michael W. 
Wray (Cedar Bluff) as Commission on Witness 
Chairperson, Deborah S. Humphrey (Roanoke - 
Ninth Street) as Outdoor Ministries Committee 


