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Gloria! Gloria! 
 Please join us for worship on Sunday, December 20 th , 
as the Choir, with string quartet and piano 
accompaniment, gives the congregation a musical 

Christmas present in the 
form of Antonio Vivaldiõs 
òGloria.ó The Choir has 
worked very hard on this 
piece, from the opening 
Gloria to the closing amen, 
and they hope that you will 
enjoy this masterwork.  

Amen. 

Antonio Vivaldi (1669? -1741) 

wrote two Glorias, the one the 
Choir is doing is the better 
known setting, simply known 
as "the Vivaldi Gloria" due to 
its outstanding popularity. 
The Gloria remained in a 

relatively unknown status, 
until its revival during "Vivaldi 
Week" in 1939.  

ADVENT DEVOTIONALS   
The Nurture Commission has 
provided us copies of Yvonne 
R. Riegeõs òDiscovering the 

Holy in the Ordinary,ó this 
yearõs devotional 
from Brethren 
Press. Join in 
reading the 
Christmas story 
again with fresh 
insight, and 
search grace -filled 

moments in the midst of the 
ordinary. Look for your copy 
in the communication center.  

Christmas Eve will be celebrated with 

special music, including our handbells, at 
7:00 p.m., followed at 7:30 by a candlelight 
service entitled the òShepherds of Bethlehem.ó 
The service will take us to the hills and homes 
of Bethlehem on the night Jesus was born. 
Voices of local shepherds and their families 
will reflect on the hopes and expectations of 
common people who populated the ancient 
town. Carols and prayers will combine with 
Christmas readings and candlelight to 
celebrate the joy of Jesusõ birth.   

Hbob Wb Gl ^-C^olifkd! 
On Sunday, December 20 we will share a 

carry -in meal with our church family after 

worship and then travel to visit some special 

individuals while we share carols with them. Music 

sheets will be provided for you. Just bring your 

voice and join us while we make a joyful noise!  
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FROM THE BOOK AND DVD SHELF 

The holiday season often brings home to us how easily we forget lifeõs simple 
pleasures in our frantic effort to keep up so -called needed tasks. One book that 
may help us remember the simple pleasures as holy moments or events is Robin R. 
Meyersõ Morning Light on a White Piano. In the book, Meyers directs us to meditate 
on things like conversation, reading, writing letters, parenting, and pets. He 
concludes that òsimple pleasures are those moments when life is experienced 
rather than consumed, when life become sacramental as the transcendent infuses 
the ordinary. But the transcendent doesnõt arrive like a catered meal driven to the 
door. The best things in life are given to those who have chosen well.ó   Morning 

Sun on a White Piano was published by Galilee Trade in 2000. 

From 

the 

Book 

& DVD 

Shelf 

Waiting 

A s we enter the days of Advent 
extending from the end of November 
to Christmas, we feel the call to 

wait. Weõve all waited for waitresses, buses, 
planes, traffic lights, and guests. Weõve waited 
for graduations, paychecks, test results, 

ordered items, and news from a loved one.  

T here are at least two kinds of waiting 
-- passive and active. In passive 
waiting we do little but sit and watch 

as we gaze anxiously beyond the stopped cars 
ahead to see if the traffic line will start 
moving. In active waiting, we keep busy while 
we watch so that all is ready for any 
anticipated guest coming to the house. Active 
waiting is a much needed art as we make the 
faith journey through Advent, a season that 
celebrates God coming to us again and again, 
especially in the birth of a small child. Such 
waiting is found throughout the pages of the 
Bible, a book that is filled with visions of good 
things to come. Probably no other book speaks 
so eloquently of finding a transformed world 
within the present world, a transformed world 
that cannot be easily seen, but awaits entry. 
This world has little to do with pearly gates 

and streets of gold.  

I n the waiting heart of the prophet whose 
words are recorded in Isaiah 35, this 
world is envisioned as green grass that 

covers a war-scarred land, as streams that run 
clear amid the debris of human living, as 
desert flowers blooming in meaningless, empty 

dryness, as cool water streaming forth in the 
burning heat of flurried busyness. Tired hands, 
trembling knees, and discouraged hearts will 
revive in Godõs power. The blind will see, the 
deaf will hear, the lame will dance, and the 

lost will find a road to holy joy.  

I n this season, which extends from 
November 29 until Christmas and beyond 
into the New Year, we will be invited to 

share Isaiahõs vision of good things. We will 
seek to do this as we light Advent candles on 
bulletin themes that call us to watch, prepare, 
proclaim, save, and rejoice. Sermons will focus 
on the faith practices of storytelling, listening, 
and getting lost in order to be found. We will 
celebrate our faith by serving homeless people 
through Caritas December 5 to 12, sharing the 
joy of Vivaldiõs Gloria  sung by the choir, 
caroling in the community on December 20, 
worshiping in a Christmas Eve Candlelight 
Service entitled The Shepherds of Bethlehem, 
and offering our congregational gifts in a 

service of music on December 27.  

T hrough all these opportunities, let us 
not allow Advent and Christmas to go 
roaring by. Let us wait actively and 

feel the Word becoming flesh once again, 
filling our hearts in the renewed spirit of 

divine love incarnated in Jesus.  

P eace and love in the season, 
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West Richmond Church of the Brethre n 

7612 Wanymala Road, Henrico, Virginia  23229-4239 

Phone: 804-288-6439         Fax: 804-282-4408 

www.wrcob.org                         E-mail: wrcob@wrcob.org  

Pastor ...........................  David Brunk (home  515-9406) 

Administrative Assistant  ....  Barbara Beers (home  897-4521) 

Coordinator of Music .......  Gabriella Ryan (home  754-8356) 

Sunday School ..  9:45 a.m.  Sunday Worship ..  11:00 a.m.  

Church office (M-F) ..........................  9:00 a.m. - 1 p.m.  

If no one is in the office or the line is busy, voice mail 

will answer. Donõt hang up, please , leave a message.  

Items for the weekly newssheet MUST be submitted to 
the church office by 12 noon  on  Thursday . Articles 

for the February edition of The Herald are due by 

January  15,  2010 . 

In Our Congregation  

we have our own set of handbells!  
In order to get the set we did, at almost 
half the price of a new set, a family in the 
congregation extended the funds to us. We 
hoped to replay the family before the end of 
the year. The price was $5,413.75 and so far 
we have received $2,275 from donors. If you 
would like to contribute, 
\QbWX^KbMSYKn3MZ_]OXX\mKRZK
the memo line of your check. 
Contact Bob Gangwer, Lib 
Kinzie, or Barbara Beers if 
you have questions. 

3ÏÌɯ-ÌÞɯ8ÌÈÙɀÚɯ%ÐÙÚÛɯ2ÜÕËÈàȮ  

January 3rd, will celebrate another year of 

seeking to practice our faith with new vision. 

The worship service will include a 

commissioning of board members and 

communion with the bread and cup.  

The theme of mentoring each other in the 

use of gifts will be highlighted, along with 

the renewal of our basic promises to be 

ÍÈÐÛÏÍÜÓɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚɯÖÍɯ)ÌÚÜÚɀɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàȭɯ

Those promises include offering ourselves 

anew to God; following in Jesus way of saving love; and 

participating faithfully in the congregation through 

presence, study, prayer, giving, and 

service. The service will encourage us 

to be more fully mentored into new 

×ÈÛÏÚɯÈÓÖÕÎɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÈàȭ 

Donõt forget to update the 

church office with any 

address changes that you 

have had this year. 

Thereõs a preliminary copy 

of the 2010 directory in 

the gathering room for you 

to make your changes in. 

We appreciate your help.  

FESTIVAL OF SOUNDS   On Sunday, December 27th, David Brunk will be away 
and the Music & Worship Committee is looking for our many talented musicians to share 
their gifts with the congregation. The sign-up sheet is in the gathering room or call the 
church office (288-6439). Contact Gabriella Ryan with your questions. 


