
We are having our first Summer Palooza! You 
ask what is that? Well, it is an EXTRAVAGANT 
event created by Tori Yoder and Carol Goss. On 
August 16 - 19, from 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm, we 
will have 4 evenings of fun activities.  

This is geared to children, but youth and adults 
are encouraged to participate and/or assist.  

A sign up sheet will be posted in the gathering 
room. Come - bring your friends- and have fun. 

Beginning at 6:30 we 
will have group games.  

At 7:00 we'll gather for 
singing and a Bible 
skit coordinated by 
Tyler and Chelsea 

Goss.  

Around 7:30 will be 
crafts, then a snack 
and more singing. 

Summer Music 

The Choir season has wrapped 
up for the summer. What gifts 

can you share with the 
congregation this summer? Go 

to the sign-up sheet in the 
gathering room and pick your 

Sunday. Need more details? Call 
Gabriella Ryan at 754-8356. 

Three Special Sundays 

This Summer 

David Brunk will be away 
two Sundays in July ̧ for 
Annual Conference and 
vacation time. Our guest 
speakers those days are 
Tyler Goss and Jim 
McKinnell. In August, 
those who went to National 
Youth Conference will lead 
us in worship. Please 
support these folks with 
your attendance. 



I f you are like me, you appreciate trees, especially this time of year when 
they are in their glory of green and shade. Trees teach us things. More than a 
hundred kinds of trees, from pin oaks in Wisconsin to larches in Russia, have 
been discovered to form underground tree -to-tree connections. Sometimes the 
network that develops includes every tree in the grove. Root grafts seem to 

make these trees more resistant to being blown over, to drought, or to disease.  

One book that may help us explore the power of connections is Albert Nolanõs Jesus 
Today: A Spirituality of Radical Freedom . Over 30 years ago Nolan wrote the classic, 
Jesus Before Christianity , a work that came out of his struggle with South African 
apartheid and highlighted Jesusõ passion for justice. But in this 2006 work from Orbis 
Books, Nolan focuses on Jesusõ passion for spirituality. Jesusõ passion for spirituality 
can lead us to greater connection to God, self, others, and all creation. Themes of 
the book include our hunger for spirituality, the crisis of individualism, globalization, 
science after Einstein, Jesus as a revolutionary prophet, Jesus as a healing mystic, 
silence and solitude, knowing oneself, gratitude, childlikeness, letting go, finding 
oneness with God and all things, a oneness that can lead to radical freedom. Nolanõs 
writing is beautiful in its simplicity and concise depth.  
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S ome unions of trees allow 
water and nutrients to move 
from tree to tree. With the 
white pine, which has been 
well studied, experiments with 
dye and radioactive traces 
have shown movement up to 43 
feet between trunks. White 
pine seedlings begin life on 
their own but are 
gradually added to 
the grid, though 
some trees remain 
individuals 
indefinitely. As the 
stand matures, some 
of the linked trunks 
may die, but the root system of 
root -grafted trees often remain 
alive and functional many years 
after trunks have rotted and 

toppled over.  

 

T ree connections are 
a metaphor of what 
happens to us in the 
community of faith. 
Through contact, 
relationship, fellowship, 
service, worship we form 
an underground 
connection of love, a 
connection that helps us 
withstand the high winds 
and droughts of life. Even 
when death comes, 
memories continue to 

live on.  

 

 

 

 

 

T his summer as Annual 
Conference convenes to 
consider the theme of òTaking 
Jesus Seriouslyó and National 
Youth Conference gathers to 
embrace the theme of òMore 
Than Meets the Eye,ó we know 
that connections are being 
made beyond what we can ever 
see. And then we glimpse the 
truth expressed by the writer 
of Psalm 1:2-3, òThose who 
find joy in obeying the way of 
the Lord... they are like trees 
that grow beside a stream, 
that bear fruit at the right 
time, and whose leaves do not 
dry up. They succeed in 
everything they do.ó May these 
days of summer continue to be 

days of connections for us all.  

Peace, 



Do you know that 1 in 6 Americans, mostly 
children,  go to bed at night hungry?  

The Craft Group learned that and many more 
things when they toured the Central Virginia 
Food Bank and Community Kitchen. They went 
to check out the facilities to see if the food bank½s 
need for volunteers coincides with the Craft 
Group½s need and ability to be present and 
working for good in the community.  

The small state-of-the-art kitchen prepares up to 
5,000 meals each day with 4 paid chefs who do 
meal planning for every conceivable dietary need, 
supervise the cooking and the 10-15 volunteers 
needed for two shifts a day five days a week. A 
variety of opportunities exist for slicing, dicing, 
sandwich making, packaging, and labeling in the 
kitchen area as well. The meals and snack packs 
prepared there go to a variety of programs such as 
Meals on Wheels, Friendship CafĂ, Kids CafĂ, and 
Weekend Backpacks. On the job training is 
provided! All skill levels and age groups are 
welcome!  

In the Food Bank warehouse, we might be sorting 
canned goods, replenishing supplies, organizing 
items collected at area food drives or assisting 
with clerical and telephone duties. The corporate 
commitment to helping food banks nationwide is 
tremendous but that is still not enough to feed all 
who are in need.  

We were impressed enough to give it a try and 
will begin our first shift at 1:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 
July 20th. Please join us if you can at 1415 
Rhoadmiller Street in Richmond, but you must 
be 16 or older.  

Sandi Davis 

If you want more information, you can talk to 
Sandi Davis or go to www.cvfb.org. 

Ladies Nite Out doesn½t go on 
vacation in the summer! In July, the 
ladies will stay close to the church on 
Thursday, July 29th, with 6:30 p.m. 
reservations at Red Lobster (8009 West 
Broad Street). Please give Betty Ziegler 
a call by Tuesday, July 27th, so she can 
save you a seat at the table! 

Eagle Scout Project  

It½s always nice when the Boy Scouts of 
Troop #728 has an Eagle Scout Project 
as something for West Richmond. It½s 
even nicer when the scout is one of our 
own. Brandon Keithly has proposed a 
walkway from the parking lot to the side 

door at the youth room with an estimated cost of $300, 
and he plans to do the project in August.  

If you would like to donate toward the cost of Brandon½s 
project, you are invited to do so through the church up 
until Sunday, July 25th. Please indicate ºEagle Project» on 
your check or envelope.  


