
Itõs Picnic Time!! 

Mark your calendar -- Sunday, June 6th 
is our picnic! It½s right after church, so 
you don½t have to worry about getting 
here late. There½s a sign-up sheet so 
we'll be sure to have enough of 
everything. We will need sliced 
tomatoes, lettuce and onions as well as 
other picnic sides. What do you like 
with your grilled burgers and hot dogs? 
Baked beans and potato salad sound real 
good! Chips and some cool desserts 
would be great too. You won't want to 
miss this event at a new time this year. 

Ring-a-ling!  

Our Handbell Choir has come along nicely since they 
started ringing together last summer and now they are in for 
a treat. Dottie Tweedie, director of the James River Ringers, 
Richmond½s premier auditioned handbell group, is coming 
to West Richmond on Wednesday, June 23, to conduct a 
workshop with them. The time hasn½t been confirmed as yet 
but she will spend about an hour and a half with the Choir.  

Have you thought that maybe you½d like to try your hand at 
ringing but would like to hear more of the technique? Why 
not come to workshop? You might just find yourself as a 
new member of the Choir! Watch the bulletin for the time. 

To read more about the James River Ringers, 
go to www.jamesriverringers.org  

Letõs All Go to the Moo-vies!  

Come to the movies at West Richmond at 7 p.m. on 
Friday, June 25th, with Heifer International! The Witness 
Commission is sponsoring a Movie and Fellowship Night 
by showing the award-winning movie, "12 Stones," a 
beautiful and evocative film that documents Heifer's work 
with illiterate women in Nepal. Through animal donations, 
training, and organizing by Heifer, the women have moved 
out of poverty to self-reliance. We'll be projecting it in the 
gathering room so you can appreciate the beautiful 
cinematography to its fullest. Narrated by Diane Lane, the 
movie captures this remarkable project to end hunger and 
poverty. The movie is 22 minutes long. We'll make an 
evening out of it with snacks and games before and a 
discussion afterwards. 

Read about Heifer Internationalõs start on page 7. 



Hide-and-seek is something Annie Dillard tried to do in her 
soulful book Holy the Firm.  In 1975 she began a two year 
residence on an island in the Puget Sound, sheltered in a 
wooded room furnished with òone enormous window, one cat, 
one spider, and one person.ó While there, she sought the hidden 
God by asking questions about time, reality, sacrifice, death, 
and the will of God. She writes about a moth consumed by 
candle flame, a 7 year old girl burned in a plane wreck, and a 
baptism on a cold beach. She tries to move beyond the òhard 
things like a rock mountain and salt seaó to see the holy fire of 
the divine one sometimes hidden far off and sometimes hidden 
as close as the air. Holy the Firm  is a book to be read with a 
seeking heart.  
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HIDE-AND-SEEK 

A  Jewish story tells of the boy playing hide -and-seek with friends. 
Things were fine until his friends stopped playing while he was hiding. 
He began to cry, and soon an old grandfather came out of the 

house to see what was troubling the boy.  

T he grandfather learned what had happened and said, òDo 
not weep, my child, because your friends did not come to find 
you. This is a lesson for life. Everything is like a hide -and-seek 
game, with us and God as the players. Only it is God who is often 
one left with no one seeking. God is waiting to be found, but we 

have gone in search of other things.ó 

T his summer as we go about our varied activities, let us not stop 
looking for God hiding in everything and in every place. Let us remember 
the words of Paul as paraphrased in The Message, òGod made the entire 
human race and made the earth hospitable, with plenty of time and 
space for living so we could seek after God, and not grope around in the 
dark but actually find the divine One. God doesnõt play hide-and-seek 
with us. Godõs not remote; Godõs near. We live and move in God, and 

canõt get away. (Acts 17:26) 



Notes  f rom Nur tu re . . .  

Nursery Needs 

Parents: If your children are in first grade or 
older, they should no longer be leaving worship 
for the nursery. Our nursery is provided for 
children up through Kindergarten age. After 
that age we feel children are ready to learn to 
participate in worship. 

Nursery workers: Children should remain on the 
nursery level of the church. If you want to 
spend some time outside, please use the lower 
exit(s) and keep a watch with you so you can 
return to the nursery room for children to be 
picked up. 

Flower Power 

We love fresh flowers in worship. A sign-up 
sheet is posted on the double closet doors on the 
left as you enter the gathering room. Be sure to 
sign up. You don't need to wait for a special 
occasion to provide flowers. If you bring flowers 
and someone else has already signed up, please 
allow them to place their flowers first. There 
may be room for both arrangements on the 
worship center or perhaps the 2nd arrangement 
could be placed on the table to the right of the 
entry doors into the sanctuary or on the 
refreshment table in the gathering room. 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Fred Bernhard, a well-known speaker on the topic of 
church hospitality will be providing leadership at West 
Richmond on October 23 and 24. On Saturday he will 
lead a workshop "Biblical Hospitality and Outreach". On 
Sunday he will share in both the Sunday School and 
worship hours. Please make a commitment to attend. 


