
BAPTISM AND MEMBERSHIP 

The Brethren have always taken seriously the 

Great Commission: ñGo, then, to all peoples 
everywhere and make them my disciples: 

baptize them in the name of the Father, the 

Son, and the Holy Spiritò (Matt. 28:19 (GNT)). 

As practiced by the Brethren, baptism is for 

people mature enough in their faith to 

understand the meaning and importance of 

choosing to live as a follower of Jesus. We 

call this ñbelievers baptism.ò  

Baptism is a symbol of cleansing and new 

life, an outward sign of an inner experience 

of rebirth in response to Godôs saving act 

through the life, death, and resurrection of 

Jesus Christ. Baptism is a public witness of 

oneôs covenant relationship with God. 

Baptism is an act of obedience to the 

teachings and example of Jesus. 

Baptism is a beginning -- it is 

understood not as something completed 

but as the start of a Christianôs ongoing 

pilgrimage of faith. 

Two individuals have sensed Godôs 

calling to make a commitment as a 

Christian and be a member of this 

congregation -- Zack Keithly  and Dani 

Saunders. We will celebrate with them 

on Sunday, May 2, during worship as 

we witness this step in their Christian 

lives. If you too are hearing the call, 

please contact Pastor David to explore 

joining this body of Christ through 

baptism or by reaffirmation of faith.  

CONGREGATIONAL BUSINESS M EETING    
We will have a brief Congregational Business Meeting after 

worship on Sunday, May 16, to hear the Year-End Report from 

Hilltop Preschool, elect a new member to their Board, as well 

as elect an individual to our Nominating Committee. Please 

stay in the sanctuary after worship for the meeting. 

GRADUATE INFORMATION NEEDED    

It½s that time of year again! Please call or email 
the church office with news on ALL of your 
graduates ̧ preschool, kindergarten, elementary, 
middle, high school, and higher education. Please 
supply what school they½re graduating from, 
where they½re going in the fall, and if it higher 
education, their degree. On June 6th we will 
recognize our graduates. 



One book that may help us hoist our sails and catch the wind of genuine faith is 
Marcus Borgõs The Heart of Christianity: Rediscovering the Life of Faith . As one 
of todayõs foremost Jesus scholars, Borg invites us in the book to find an 
emerging faith that moves beyond mere belief to a life rooted in spiritual 
practice. Though he is willing to accept the post -modern benefits of science, 
historical scholarship, religious pluralism, and cultural diversity, his purpose is 
to move us to the heart of following Jesus. He explores the themes of faith, the 
Bible, God, Jesus, being born again, Godõs kingdom, the wind-catching places 
of Godõs Spirit (thin places), sin and salvation, spiritual practice, and dealing 
with different religions. Published by HarperSanFrancisco, The Heart of 

Christianity  is wise guide to becoming more passionate believers.  
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The Wind is Blowing 

I n days gone by when sea going 
vessels were dependent upon the 
winds, a ship was once lying 
becalmed, while the sea around it was 
like glass with the air seemingly 
motionless. But the sailors noticed 
that a little pennant on top of the tall 
mast was gently fluttering. Though 
there was no hint of breeze on the 
water or on the deck of the ship, the 
sailors quickly climbed aloft 
and spread the upper sails. 
Soon the ship was moving 
through quiet waters, driven 

by the currents of upper air.  

T his vesselõs sea experience 
parallels our lives. Sometimes the 
lower -down atmosphere in which we 
move seems to be unprogressive and 
even dead. As we go about our 
activities at home, at work, and even 
at church, we sometimes have a sense 
that nothing is stirring. But above and 
often within these activities there are 
breezes of something blowing beyond 
us. If we will spread our sails and take 
advantage of these breezes, we will 
find ourselves moving in ways far 

beyond expectations.  

I n the life of faith, we may think of this 
something beyond or higher up as the wind 
of the Spirit, the wind of Godõs gracious 
activity. Though at times we may fail to 
sense the Spiritõs movement, it is often a 
pennant, a wonder of nature, a song, a 
book, a vision, a feeling, a kind word, an 
act of love, a time of service that stirs us 
to begin moving in ways that we never 

thought possible.  

I t is important that as people of faith, 
we are sensitive to Godõs wind blowing 
through and above everything else. The 
Bible portrays this wind blowing powerfully 
with such words as, òWhen the day of 
Pentecost came, all the believers were 
gathered together in one place. Suddenly 
there was a noise from the sky which 
sounded like a strong wind blowing, and it 
filled the whole house.... and all were 
filled with the Holy Spirit. (Acts 2:1 -2) May 
we be a people always discerning the wind 

that is beckoning and blowing.  

  Peace, 



Our Witness Budget Supports 

Brethren Disaster Ministries  

 This Biblical quote expresses well the intent of the 
program that has been a vital part of our 
denomination½s outreach for a number of years. 
Often, folks may not be familiar with the core beliefs 
of The Church of the Brethren; frequently, however, 
they have heard about the church½s work in places 
near and far that need immediate help following a 
disaster of one kind or another.  Brethren volunteers 
from across the country readily heed the call for help 
in times of crisis, both here and abroad.  The 
church½s outreach includes rebuilding and repairing 
homes following hurricanes, tornadoes, and other 
natural disasters, thus transforming ºlives and hearts, 
as well as homes and communities.»    

 Additionally, Children½s Disaster Services sends 
volunteers into hard hit areas to provide services that 
range from basic babysitting to specialized care for 
children who have been traumatized by a disaster.  
While other organizations½ focus frequently does not 
take into account these smallest victims, Brethren 
Disaster Ministries offers the specialized care children 
need, including training and certifying volunteers for 
tasks of all kinds. 

 Over the years, a number of West Richmond 
Church of the Brethren members have been a part of 
services provided by Brethren Disaster Ministries.  
As recently as last September, a group from the 
church headed to Hammond, Indiana to help with 
repairs and reconstruction needed as a result of the 
remnants of Hurricane Ike. The volunteers were so 
gratified by their experience that a second disaster 
response trip is being 
planned for this fall. Talk 
with Betty Altic if you 
would like to travel to 
Chalmette, Louisiana (New 
Orleans) the week of 
September 18-25 to 
continue rebuilding from 
Hurricane Katrina.   

DON�·T THROW 

MONEY AWAY!  

Those cancelled stamps on your mail 

have a real value. At Cross Keys 

Retirement Community, Katie Kopp and 

Janet Heckman have an ongoing project 

that needs them. How can you help? 

Just bring us your old cancelled stamps 
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collection box on the piano in the 
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to Katie & Janet. 


