
SUPPORT DISASTER RELIEF IN JAPAN    

Through the Emergency Disaster Fund (EDF), the Church of the Brethren 
responds immediately to natural and human-caused disasters worldwide, 
providing assistance such as shipments of life-saving emergency supplies. 
Your gifts enable this work to continue. Brethren Disaster Ministries has 
already begun taking action to support relief efforts in response to the 
recent devastation in Japan. Brethren may support this relief effort through 
gifts to the Emergency Disaster Fund.  

Give online at www.brethren.org/JapanDisaster or send donations to 
Emergency Disaster Fund, 1451 Dundee Ave., Elgin, IL 60120. You are 
invited to help alleviate suffering in Japan. All gifts will be used for disaster 
response in Japan, coordinated by Brethren Disaster Ministries.  

HELP NEEDED FOR EASTER    
The Nurture Commission needs your help so that the Easter Bunny 
leaves more than empty eggs. How can you help? Please donate small 
items (stickers, pennies, erasers, nickels, small wrapped candies, dimes) 
to fill our numerous plastic eggs. Candy items must be individually 
wrapped and small enough to fit in a plastic egg. Bring your donations 
no later than Palm Sunday, April 17. Please place your donations in the 
designated box near the bulletin board in the gathering room. 

April 17 -24 
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See page 6 
for details!  

http://www.brethren.org/JapanDisaster


THORNS TO ROSES 

One book that may help bring roses out of life½s thorns is 
Marcus Borg and John Dominic Crossan½s The Last 
Week: A Day-by-Day Account of Jesus½ Final Week in 
Jerusalem. As two of today½s foremost Jesus scholars, 
Borg and Crossan offer what they believe is the real 
gospel account of Jesus½ final week in Jerusalem. Through 
the lens of Mark½s gospel, they trace Jesus½ journey from a 
triumphal entry on Palm Sunday to the cross to the empty 
tomb. Jesus gave up his life to protest power without 
justice, and calls us to a similar giving up. 

FROM 

THE 

BOOK 

& DVD 

SHELF 

A  lovely story is told of a priest who once found the branch of a thorn 
bush twisted around in such a way that it resembled a crown of thorns. 
Thinking the branch was an appropriate symbol for crucifixion, the priest 

placed it on the altar of his church for Good Friday.  

E arly on Easter morning, he remembered what he had done. Feeling 
that the branch was not appropriate for a service of celebration, he 
hurried into the church to take it away before the congregation gathered. 
But when he approached the altar, he found the thorn branch blossoming 

with beautiful roses.  

S uch is the wonder of Easter. The thorn branch of lifeõs darkness and 
struggle often wraps us like a crown. We feel enveloped by things like 
stress, broken relationships, ill health, financial difficulties, fear, hurt, 
anger, guilt, depression, apathy, and even what we call evil. But Easter 
speaks to us of roses blossoming with beauty, love, and hope. Like the 
disciples of old in John 20, we often find ourselves fishing with diminished 
expectations. But unexpectedly, as the sun is rising, the Jesus we follow 
appears. This Jesus fills our nets, eats with us, and reminds us that life 
goes on. May the wonder of Easter bring us hope as it transforms our 

thorns into beautiful roses of compassion.  

 Peace and joy, 



May 7
th

 Rain or 

shine! 

Church 
Yard Sale! 

Itõs co
ming... Sunday School!!  

Each Sunday morning our time together starts 
at 9:45 with Sunday School ̧ a time that allows 
us to study the Bible in community and talk 
about what is relevant to our lives as Christians. 
We have classes for all ages and everyone is in-
vited to attend.  

Our Early Elementary and Jr. Youth classes use 
Gather Round curriculum, published jointly by 
the Church of the Brethren and Mennonites. 
The spring quarter theme is "Sharing the Mes-
sage of Jesus: Stories from Luke and Acts". The 
teachers are Faye Urban and Carol Goss with 
Sandra Lynch as their substitute. 

Terrie Glass challenges the Sr. Youth as they 
converse about what it means to be a Christian. 
Currently they are studying stories from the 
Gospel of Matthew. Ken Heatwole and Barbara 
Beers are the substitutes. 

The Questers, comprised of Young Adults and 
adults who want a topic class, have begun 
studying Karen Armstrong½s "Twelve Steps to a 
Compassionate Life." This class meets in the 
pastor½s study and is taught by David Brunk. 

The journey through the Bible continues in the 
adult class that meets in the gathering room. 
They are currently traveling through the Gospel 
of Mark. Kevin Beers and Sarah Niswonger al-
ternate Sundays as teachers. 

If you are not all ready attending Sunday 
School, please come join us. 

¹ The Christian Education Commission 

The Meaning of Amen... A Sunday 

school teacher asked a young boy what 

Amen meant. Obviously, he was a fan of 

Bugs Bunny because he answered,  

ºIt mean
s tha- tha- that's 

all folk
s.»

 

 

Actually
 it mean

s, ºSo m
ay it be

.»

 

A flowered cross from a previous year. Please 
bring flowers with you on Easter Sunday to 
flower this year½s cross.  (Photo by Larry McCann) 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
 

2 
 

 

3 
LAMBõs Basket 

4th Sunday in Lent 

12:30 pm  Witness 

Commission  

4 
9:30 am  Friendship 

Café  

7:00 pm  Church 

Board 

5 
9:45 am  Craft Group 

7:00 pm  Cub Scouts 

7:00 pm  Lenten Bible 

Study 

6 
9:30 am  Friendship 

Café  

6:50 pm  Handbells 

7:30 pm  Boy Scouts 

7:30 pm  Quilting 

7:45 pm  Choir 

7 
9:30 am  Friendship 

Café  

 

8 
Bittersweet Gospel 
Band at Christian 
Church Uniting in 

Virginia Beach 

9 
True Spirit 

Gospel Band  
at Skipwith 

United Methodist 

10 
5th Sunday in Lent 

8:00 am  Menõs 

Breakfast 

 

11 
9:30 am  Friendship 

Café  

6:30 pm  Youth 
(grades 6-12) 

Bible Study  

12 
9:45 am  Craft Group 

7:00 pm  Cub Scouts 

7:00 pm  Lenten Bible 

Study 

13 
9:30 am  Friendship 

Café (away) 

6:50 pm  Handbells 

7:30 pm  Boy Scouts 

7:30 pm  Quilting 

7:45 pm  Choir 

14 
9:30 am  Friendship 

Café  

15 
 

16 
 

 

17 
Palm Sunday 

6:00 pm  Love 

Feast 

18 
7:00 pm  Executive 

Committee Meeting 

19 
9:45 am  Craft Group 

1:30 pm  WRCOB 
Volunteers at 
Community 

Kitchen 

7:00 pm  Lenten Bible 

Study 

20 
9:30 am  Friendship 

Café  

6:50 pm  Handbells 

7:30 pm  Quilting 

7:45 pm  Choir 

21 
9:30 am  Friendship 

Café  

 

22 
7:30 pm  Tenebrae 

23 
 

24 
Easter Sunday 

8:00 am  Easter 

Breakfast 

9:00 am  
Resurrection 

Celebration 

9:20 am  Egg Hunt 

9:45 am  Sunday 

School 

11:00 am  Worship 

25 
9:30 am  Friendship 

Café  

6:30 pm  Youth 
(grades 6-12) 

Bible Study  

26 
9:45 am  Craft Group 

7:00 pm  Cub Scouts 

 

27 
9:30 am  Friendship 

Café  

6:50 pm  Handbells 

7:30 pm  Boy Scouts 

7:30 pm  Quilting 

7:45 pm  Choir 

28 
9:30 am  Friendship 

Café  

6:30 pm  Ladies 
Nite Out  

29 
6:00 pm  
Hilltopõs 
Pizza & 
Movie 

Night 

30 

Saturday, May 7
th

 

Church 
Yard  
Sale! 

Henrico Schools Closed for Spring Break 

Pastor David on vacation until May 2 

Have you started your spring 

cleaning for the yard sale yet?  

If not, 
now½s th

e time t
o do so!

 



 April 3  April 10  April 17  April 24  

Greeter 
(Dolly Guyer) 

Dolly Guyer Sandi Davis Larry McCann Betty Altic 

Acolyte 
(Belinda Layman) 

Jon Reynolds Alan Vallejo Alan Vallejo Zack Keithly 

Worship Leader 
(Sarah Niswonger) 

Carol Goss June Diehl Terrie Glass David Brunk 

Nursery Care 
(Alyce Newman) 

June Diehl &  

Jon Reynolds 

Meredith & Tori  

Yoder 

June Diehl &  

Shirley O¬Donovan 

Barbara Keithly  

& Zack Keithly 

Fellowship Hosts 
(Alyce Newman) 

Dave & Peggy  

Reynolds 

Kevin & Barbara  

Beers 

Ray Ryan &  

Stephanie Ryan 

Larry & Barbara 

McCann 

Tellers  
(Nancy Martin) 

Sandi Davis &  

Lewis Mullins 

Jeff Goss &  

Nancy Martin 

Joel Guyer &  

Larry McCann 

Bob & Pat  

Gangwer 

Care Giving Coordinator 
(Ginny Heatwole)  

Barbara Keithly 

04/02 ... Dorenda Martin (80th) 

04/02 ... Don Ziegler (70th) 

04/04 ... Finley Breen  

04/04 ... Steve Driver  

04/05 ... Taylor Holsinger (15th) 

04/05 ... Wister & Ann Vernon  

04/06 ... Janet Heckman (70th) 

04/07 ... Gabriel Whitten  

04/08 ... Jennifer Harris  

04/09 ... Liza Kate Heilman  

04/11 ... Anna Reber  

04/11 ... Ryan Sabel  

04/12 ... Jack Martin  

04/13 ... Donna Sabel  

04/14 ... Alexandra Arthur (20th) 

04/15 ... John & Jennifer Fleming  

04/16 ... Renae Aigner  

04/18 ... Dolly Guyer (60th) 

04/18 ... Chance Houff  

04/19 ... Larry McCann  

04/19 ... Jack & Peggy Mace  

04/20 ... Konrad Wampler  

04/21 ... Shirley Wampler (75th) 

04/22 ... Josslyne Kate Harding  

04/22 ... Camille Hollins (15th) 

04/23 ... Cameron McCloud(5th) 

04/26 ... Mike & AnnAndrus  

04/27 ... Sandra Lynch  

04/27 ... Carly Ziegler-Crawford (13th) 

04/28 ... Sarah Beers (21st) 

04/29 ... Brett & Christy Mitchell  

04/30 ... Glenn Wilson  

If you want to be included in any of these activities, please contact its coordinator. If you cannot fulfill an assigned date , p lease swap with someone and then contact the coordinator.  



Palm Sunday 

Love Feast will be celebrated on Palm Sunday, April 17 at 
6:00pm. The service will encourage us to remember how 
Jesus shared a supper with his disciples before death. We will 
seek to experience God½s love in fellowship as we gather 
around candlelit tables in moments of preparation, 
footwashing or handwashing, eating, and bread and cup 
communion. Through song, scriptures, interpretation, 
silence, and prayer we will center on the theme ºThe Cup We 
Bring.» The service will highlight our lives as cups, cups that 
need to be emptied, cups that are at times only half full, cups 
that are to be filled with God½s love in order to be shared 
with all. Love Feast among the Brethren was traditionally the 
most cherished of all gatherings, for it was seen to be like 
joining at table with family during special holidays. The 
congregational circle will be enriched by the presence of each 
member and friend. 

Easter Sunday 

EASTER offers various ways for us to 
celebrate the new life Jesus continually 
offers. We will celebrate our faith with 
breakfast at 8:00 am, followed by a 
Resurrection Celebration at 9:00 am, 
an Egg Hunt at 9:20 am for the 
children, Sunday School at 9:45 am, 
and worship at 11:00 am.  

Our resurrection celebration will 
include a meditation for several 
readers entitled "Easter... the Mystery 
and the Promise." The narrative 
reflects on Jesus' earthly ministry, his 
suffering at the crucifixion, his joyful 
resurrection, and his gift of the Spirit 
to his disciples ̧ and to all of us. The 
reading is based on scriptural 

references and makes the connection 
between the 2,000-year-old Easter 
story and its impact on our lives, 
today and eternally. If weather 
permits, the Resurrection Celebration 
will be outdoors on the front steps. A 
flowering of the cross will conclude 
the service, you are invited to bring 
flowers as able.  

Good Friday  

Our Tenebrae Service, entitked ºStumbling through the 
Darkness,» will be held April 22 at 7:30 pm. ºTenebrae» has 
its origins in a Latin word referring to ºshadows,» suggesting 
a service that begins in dimmed light with six Lenten candles 
and a Christ candle extinguished progressively to a point of 
total darkness. Through song, scripture, silence, and prayer, 
the service will remind us to walk with Jesus as we stumble 
through the shadows of religion, knowledge, anxiety, 
righteousness, intentions, trial, and death. Darkness 
symbolizes the necessity of dying to all that hinders us from 
embracing the new life of the resurrected Jesus. 

Throughout the season of Lent, the anthems by 
the Choir are from the Tom S. Long & Allen 
Pote cantata, ºAt the Ninth Hour,» A Lent & 
Easter Musical Journey ¹ a story that plummets 
from exuberant celebration to the darkest depths 
of pain and betrayal, and then soars once again to the 
transcendent joy of Easter morning. On Easter, the complete 
work will be presented, with narrators, piano, and handbells. 

Palm Sunday, April 17 

 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship 
 6:00 p.m. Love Feast 

ºThe Cup We Bring» 
 
 
 

 
Good Friday, April 22 
 7:30 p.m. Tenebrae Service 

ºStumbling through 
the Darkness» 

 
 
 

 
Easter Sunday, April 24 
 8:00 a.m. Breakfast 
 9:00 a.m. Resurrection Celebration 

    ºEasterµ the Mystery 
and the Promise 

 9:20 a.m. Egg Hunt for 
children 

 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship  



This Christmas card was sent from Thaina Pierre Monestine, a 
6th grader at Cite Soleil Christian School in Haiti. Our annual 
donation makes it possible for Thaina to attend school. We 
started supporting her in 2003. Each year we receive a report 
card, photo, and note from her. On one of their medical mission 
trips to Haiti, Ken Heatwole and Nadene Brunk were able to 
visit Thaina and share our greeting. 


