
Now is the time to start your spring cleaning!  

The churchõs yard sale is coming up on Saturday, April 24 th  from 

8 am to 1 pm . Starting now, you may bring items and put them on 

the sun porch as long as there is room. The week of the sale, April 

19-23, the gathering room will be available for drop -offs Monday -

Friday from 9 am to 6 pm (8:45 pm on Wednesday).  

If you have larger items, we do have access to a small truck, but, you 

must supply the muscles! Call Betty Altic to make arrangements.  

Help is needed on these dates:  

April 18  ......... After church we set up tables and unload the sun porch  

April 19 -23 .... Come help sort & price items daily from 9 am to 6 pm  

April 24  ......... From 7 -8 am to set up outside items,  

 from 8 am to 1 pm for the sale, and  

 from 12:30 -2 pm for clean -up 

Please let us know if you are available to assist! Thank You!!  

A SERVICE OF BAPTISM 
will be celebrated as a part of morning 

worship on Sunday, May 2.  
Anyone desiring to affirm faith through 
this act is invited to contact the pastor. 

TENEBRAE SERVICE 

Ȱ0ÁÓÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ 3ÈÁÄÏ×Óȟȱ 
will be held April 2 at 7:30 
pm . Through song, scripture, 
silence, and prayer, the service 
will remind us to pass with 
Jesus through the shadows of 
joining, misunderstanding, 
selling out, fear, sleeping, 
judging, and dying. The 
darkness will invite us to die to 
all that might hinder us from 
being resurrected into the new 
life of Jesus. 

EASTER offers various ways for us to 
celebrate the new life Jesus 
continuing offers to us. On 
April 4  we will celebrate 
our faith with breakfast at 
8:00 am , a Resurrection 
Celebration at 9:00 am , a 
ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ %ÇÇ (ÕÎÔ ÁÔ 9:20 
am, followed by Sunday 
School at 9:45 am, and 
worship at 11:00 am. The 
Resurrection Celebration 
will be on the front steps 
weather permitting.  



What we call evil has been a persistent challenge to humans and faith throughout 
history, grounding many from flying as creatures made in Godõs image. Though no one 
has fully explained how so much evil can exist in a world seen to flow from a God 
considered both good and powerful, Will Willimonõs Sighing for Eden: Sin, Evil, and 
the Christian Faith  represents one of the more discerning attempts. Willimonõs book 
explores whether evil originates from an Eden -like fall from grace or from an Eden -
seeking ignorance and immaturity that causes us to sigh for future goodness and love. 
Along the way, the book deals with the stories of Adam and Eve, Cain and Abel, David 
and Bathsheba, our cultural stories of denial, our personal stories, and the story of 
Jesus. Sighing for Eden is no longer in print, but used copies of the 1985 Abingdon 
Press book can be purchased online. Willimonõs provocative book emerges out of 

experience as a pastor and his work as Minister and Professor at Duke University.  
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Still Able To Fly 
J ames Taylor, in a book Last 

Chance, tells of an old cat he 
once had named Tuppence. 

Tuppence was 17 years old 
when she caught her last 
bird. At that age, she 
moved slowly and had only 
one tooth. She was as 
surprised at catching the 

sparrow as the sparrow was. 

T aylor heard the cat by the 
back door making the 
peculiar òsee what Iõve 

brought youó yowl. Though the 
sparrow was unharmed, its feathers 
were ruffled and its will to live 
shocked. Taylor rescued the bird, 
smoothed its feathers, and set it out 
on the lawn. He watched it for 
awhile so it would not fall prey to 
younger cats. But the sparrow didnõt 
fly away. An hour later it was still 
crouched on the ground. It stood a 
little taller, with somewhat brighter 
eyes, and a moving head to watch 
what was happening. But it still 

couldnõt believe it was 
free to fly away. Finally 
Taylor lost patience, went 
out, and tossed the 

sparrow into the air.  

T his sparrow is a reflection of our 
own lives. We find ourselves facing 
what is called evil and suffering, 

things that often appear to be more than 
one-toothed cats. We are caught up in the 
brokenness of the world about and the 
world within us. We see earthquakes, 
natural disasters, war, poverty, oppression, 
divisiveness, disease, broken relationships, 
personal struggles, and loss. We forget that 
we are the people of faith who can still fly. 
Like Jesusõ early disciples in an Upper 
Room, we huddle down in ourselves and 
even in our own little groups. When Jesus 
stands among us and says, òPeace, be with 
you,ó we allow fear to ground us. But just 
like the early disciples, we need to see 
Jesus going out of the city, giving forth 
blessing, and flying into the skies of 
resurrection and new life. (Luke 24:50) We are 
to courageously follow him 
through all our struggles with the 
one-toothed cats and full -toothed 
cats of the world, believing his 
words, òYou will know the truth, 
and the truth will set you 
free.ó (John 8:32) That truth is that 
there is an eternal love from 
which nothing can separate us. 
(Romans 8:38-39)  

  Peace, 


