
A combined SCOUT SUNDAY will 
be celebrated on Sunday, February 6. Scout 
members will not only lead worship, but be 
recognized along with their families. Girl 
Scout Troop #656 has been meeting here at 
the church since the mid-to-late 90½s. The Boy 
Scouts have met here since 1961 when Boy 
Scout Troop #728 was founded. Cub Scout 
Pack #728 was formed in 2008 and has 
grown to 40 members. Those from West 
Richmond who participate in scouting include 
Kenny, Joyce, Brandon, and Zack Keithly, 
along with David, Chris, and Jon Reynolds. 
The Scouts as well as being worship leaders 
will also be our fellowship hosts. 

All are invited to join Board on Sunday, February 13 at 
12:30 pm to share pizza and a 2 hour time of envisioning. 
We will attempt to discern where God might be leading 
us in the future. Some of the ideas from the Hospitality 
Retreat will be processed, ideas like changing sanctuary 
furniture, hosting recovery groups, offering an afterschool 
program, providing a clothes closet or a food bank, 
organizing a community garden or drop off place for local 
produce, assisting older adults with transportation or 
other needs, conducting faith perspective forums on key 
issues, coordinating music or art festivals on the lawn, 
engaging youth through cafĂs or others through book 
clubs, exercise classes, cooking demonstrations, and health 
caravans. Please sign up in the gathering room. 

DO YOU LOVE A GOOD STORY?  
Hot soup?  Warm fellowship?  

Please invite a friend or neighbor to come with you 
on Saturday February 5th at 5:30 pm for all of the 

above. Tell Tale Hearts will be 
providing the stories. The Tell Tale 
Hearts are a Storytelling group from 
Richmond, Virginia. They regularly 
perform at the Glenn Allen Cultural 
Arts Center. "Tell Tale Hearts 

Storyteller's Theater promotes the art of 
storytelling in the greater Richmond 
community and the growth and 
development of storytellers." Nurture 
Commission and others will provide 
soup, beverage and dessert.  
A donation of $10 per family is suggested.  

Please sign up by Wednesday, February 2  
with the church office ¹ call or email  
(288-6439 or wrcob@wrcob.org) . 

CONGREGATIONAL ENVISIONING    



UNLIMITED HORIZONS 

A  man, riding a New York subway, once asked a passenger, òWhatõs the 
nearest station to 181 st Street. The passenger replied, òI donõt know. Although 
I ride this train every night, I never go above 168 th Street. My daily commute is 
from 168th Street to 34 th Street. The inquirer later reflected, òYou can live in 
one of the greatest cities in the world and become awfully little by allowing 

your horizons to shrink and your visions of the world to shrivel.ó 

A stronomers speak of two basic horizons: the sensible 
horizon and the celestial horizon. The sensible horizon is the 
one viewed with the sense of sight; the celestial horizon is 
beyond sight. The great circle of the celestial sphere is 
described as a plane that passes through the center of the 
earth and is parallel to the sensible horizon of a given 

position.  

A s people of faith, we are called to have unlimited 
horizons that see beyond the 168 th streets of our world. We 
are to see the eternal dimensions of everything within and 
around us. From Abraham to Jesus to people exhibiting faith 
today, we are to be those who possess òthe conviction of 
things not seen.ó (Hebrews 11:1) We must never as individuals, 
a congregation, humanity, content ourselves to limited 
horizons, but always remember the words of poet, Stephen 

Vincent Benet:  

òLife is not lost by dying! Life is lost 
Minute by minute, day by dragging day,  
In all the thousand small, undaring ways...  
Always, and always, life can be  
Lost without vision but not lost by death.  
Lost by not daring, willing, going on  
Beyond the ragged edge of fortitude  

To something more ð something no one has seen.ó 

W e are now into the cold months of winter. Sometimes 
winter envelops our souls, our church, our nation, and 
the world. We maintain sensible horizons, but fail to look 
beyond to the unlimited ones. Let us seek to live in the 

conviction of things both seen and unseen.  

 Peace and joy, 

? 

One book that might help 
us look for unlimited 
horizons is Richard A. 
Haslerõs Surprises Around 
the Bend. A Presbyterian 

minister and ardent walker, 
Hasler wrote the book to 

profile 50 people of history 
who looked for unlimited 

horizons through the simple 
act of walking. His profiles 

include physicians, 
naturalists, poets, 

novelists, politicians, 
teachers, pilgrims, seekers, 

prophets, and social 
reformers. Published by 
Augsburg Books in 2008, 

Surprises Around the Bend 
affirms walking as prayer in 
motion, a spiritual practice 
that helps us revel in the 

seen and the unseen. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY!  

Dani & Brandon Saunders welcomed 
their son, Augustus Viertel Saunders, into 

the world on Tuesday, January 11 at 
10:30 am. Gus weighed 7 lbs. 6 oz. and 

measured 21 inches.  
Sophie is his big sister. 



Youõll find the calendar and the newsletter there! 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
9:45 am  Craft Group 

6:30 pm  Hull Street 

Ministry 

7:00 pm  Cub Scouts 

2 
9:30 am  Friendship 

Café 

6:50 pm  Handbells 

7:30 pm  Boy Scouts 

7:30 pm  Quilting 

7:45 pm Choir 

3 
Pastor David does a 
Bible Study with Café 

9:30 am  Friendship 
Café  

4 
 

5 
5:30 pm  Pre-Story 

Soup 
Supper 

6:30 pm  Tell Tale 
Hearts 
Story Night 

 

6 
LAMBõs Basket 

Scout Sunday 

12:30 pm  Music & 
Worship 

Committee meets 

7 
9:30 am  Friendship 

Café  

7:00 pm  Church 

Board 

8 
9:45 am  Craft Group 

7:00 pm  Cub Scouts 

9 
9:30 am  Friendship 

Café (away) 

6:50 pm  Handbells 

7:30 pm  Boy Scouts 

7:30 pm  Quilting 

7:45 pm Choir 

10 
9:30 am  Friendship 

Café  

 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
8:00 am  Menõs 

Breakfast 

12:45 pm  
Congregational 

Envisioning 

14 
9:30 am  Friendship 

Café  

6:30 pm  Youth 
(grades 6-12) 

Bible Study  

7:00 pm Executive 

Committee 

15 
9:45 am  Craft Group 

1:30-4:30 pm  
WRCOB 
Volunteers at 
Community 

Kitchen 

7:00 pm  Cub Scouts 

16 
9:30 am  Friendship 

Café  

6:50 pm  Handbells 

7:30 pm  Boy Scouts 

7:30 pm  Quilting 

7:45 pm Choir 

17 
9:30 am  Friendship 

Café  

 

18 
6:30 pm  Boy 

Scout Camp-
In (overnight) 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
Henrico County 
Schools Closed 

 

22 
9:45 am  Craft Group 

5:30-8:00 pm  
Hilltopõs 
Spirit Night 
at the 
Tuckernuck 

Chick-fil-A 

7:00 pm  Cub Scouts 

23 
9:30 am  Friendship 

Café  

6:50 pm  Handbells 

7:30 pm  Boy Scouts 

7:30 pm  Quilting 

7:45 pm Choir 

24 
9:30 am  Friendship 

Café  

6:30 pm  Ladies 
Nite Out at 
Jiangõs Chinese 

Restaurant  

(1212 Car Mia Way, 
Richmond, 23235) 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
8:00 am  Menõs 

Breakfast 

 

28 
9:30 am  Friendship 

Café  

6:30 pm  Youth 
(grades 6-12) 

Bible Study  

Barbara will be away from the office February 28-March 4 



 February 6 February 13  February 20  February 27  

Greeter 
(Dolly Guyer) 

Dolly Guyer Sandi Davis Larry McCann Betty Altic 

Acolyte 
(Belinda Layman) 

Zack Keithly Brandon Keithly Chris Reynolds Jon Reynolds 

Worship Leader 
(Ginny Heatwole) 

Scout Sunday Barbara Beers Alyce Newman Meredith Yoder 

Nursery Care 
(Alyce Newman) 

Nathan & Tiffany 

McCann 

Jack & Peggy  

Mace 

Carolyn & Alex  

Arthur 

Charles & Belinda 

Layman 

Fellowship Hosts 
(Alyce Newman) 

Scout Sunday 
Bob & Barbara  

Keithly 

Darryl & Sandra  

Lynch 

Jack & Peggy  

Mace 

Tellers  
(Nancy Martin) 

Sandi Davis &  

Lewis Mullins 

Jeff Goss &  

Nancy Martin 

Joel Guyer &  

Larry McCann 

Bob & Pat  

Gangwer 

Care Giving Coordinator 
(Ginny Heatwole)  

Betty Fuller 

02/01......... Jonathan McCloud  

02/04......... Katie Dowdy  

02/05......... Joe Martin  

02/08......... Lucien Hollins  

02/10......... Jon Reynolds  

02/10......... Ann Vernon (81st) 

02/11......... Zack Keithly  

02/14......... Ellie Hemenway 

02/14......... Kathryn Roller (88th) 

02/14......... Frank & Betty Fuller  

02/15......... Emily Tulli  

02/22......... Sarah (Ziegler) Hodkinson 

02/23......... Claire Lynch  

02/24......... Mark & Andrea Ludwick 

02/27......... Beth Martin (16th) 

02/27......... Peter & Amparito Brunk 

02/28......... Jack Mace  

02/29......... Gayle Wampler Adams  

If you want to be included in any of these activities, please contact its coordinator. If you cannot fulfill an assigned date , p lease swap with someone and then contact the coordinator.  



LADIES NITE OUT 
The ladies cross the James to a new 
location on Thursday, February 24th, 
with their 6:30 p.m. reservations at 
Jiang½s Chinese Restaurant (1213 Carmia 
Way, Richmond, 23235 ¹ just off 
Midlothian Turnpike, near Chesterfield 
Towne Center). Please call or email Betty 
Ziegler by Tuesday, February 22nd, to 
save your seat. Friends are always 
welcome to join in the evening. 

Are You Hungry?    
Did you already mark your calendar? 
You don½t want to miss the next Spirit 
Night for Hilltop Preschool at the 
Tuckernuck Plaza Chick-fil -A on 
Thursday, February 22! It½s an 
evening of fun, fellowship and 
fundraising! Come out between 5:30 
- 8:00 pm and help support Hilltop 
by placing your receipts in the red 
spirit boxes (located near the 
registers) and spinning the wheel for 
some great Chick-fil -A prizes! 

Lenten Study  

The ºLiving the Questions» DVD series will be offered on seven Tuesdays, 
beginning March 8 to April 19 from 12-1 pm in the gathering room and 
from 7-8 pm in the Pastor½s Study.  

The series encourages thoughtful exploration of what lies on the horizon for Christianity. In the 
previous two years we have covered two sections of the DVD curriculum. This will be the final section, 
and will include the themes of a kingdom without walls, social justice as realizing God½s vision, 
incarnation as the divinely human, prayer as intimacy with God, compassion as the heart of Jesus½ 
ministry, creative transformation, and embracing mystery. Preparatory reading, 20 minute video 
segments conveying the varied voices of 30 religious leaders, stories, discussion, prayer, and suggested 
spiritual practices will comprise the sessions. Participants will be encouraged to walk with Jesus through 
life, finding transformation amid the cross-like moments of human existence.  

Sign up in the gathering room for the time that suits you so that study guides might be printed. 

THEY WERE ASKED    
The old saying ºYou don½t know until you ask» held true 
with our youth. Our Senior Highs were asked some 
questions, including ºWhat kinds of things would you like to 
do?» One of their responses  ̧a Bible Study. Steve Martin 
was asked to lead it and quickly said yes. So, at 6:30 p.m. tomorrow evening in the 
youth room, their Bible Study begins. It will meet the 2nd & 4 th Mondays of the 
month & is for our 6-12th graders. They½d also like to do ºstuff» together  ̧bowling, a 
movie, service projects, etc. Plans are in the works for a February adventure. 



CARITAS REFLECTIONéééééé..éééé..by Carol Goss 

It was amazing the way things come together the week of CARITAS 
(December 4-11, 2010). It was estimated that we served 693 meals to the 33 
guests and donated 656 volunteer hours. In addition to providing a warm place 
to sleep and 3 meals a day, each guest was offered: a health kit, assembled by 
Sandra Lynch and the Sunday School and supported through the bake sale; a 
knitted hat and scarf handmade by Sandi Davis and friends; a welcome card 
created by a Hilltop Preschool child; a Bible donated by Bev Ziegler; and a pair 
of socks, underwear and t-shirt financed thru the bake sale, personal donations 
and the church. 

Services rendered were nightly showers - overseen by Barbara Keithly, personal laundry washed by 5 
volunteers, foot care by Floyd Herdrich and friends and a Bible Study led by Jim McKinnell. And there 
were a number of real connections and genuine exchanges between guests and volunteers this year. 
Over 60 members of our congregation participated in CARITAS and we were grateful to also have 
meals provided by the Girl Scout Troop #656, some members of Richmond Mennonite Fellowship, 
and the American Society of Women's Accountants. 

It is easy to see how CARITAS benefits our guests. We are grateful to be God's 
hands of love to those in need, for that is the reason we participate in CARITAS. For 
me there is another uplifting aspect of CARITAS ¹ it is seeing the way God can use 
all of us to further His kingdom. Look at the variety of gifts and abilities that were 
used to make CARITAS a success. Each participant had something to offer and for 
those who couldn't actively participate, monetary gifts and verbal support uplifted 
the endeavor. Each person was needed and their gifts used. That, to me, is the 
church, all of us together, offering what we can, not only with CARITAS, but in other venues as well. 

One Easter Sunday, just as we were ready to leave church, a woman called asking for food assistance. 
We offered to buy her some groceries. She was very specific about the dozen of so items she needed. 
We bought the groceries and took them by her apartment. A simple thing.  

But what should the pastor or administrative assistant do when they receive a request for emergency 
assistance from someone unknown to them and there are few resources to help? They can refer them 
to Interfaith Services of Henrico (ISH) which provides one-time emergency financial assistance to 
county residents, paid directly to vendors such as utility companies, doctors, and daycare centers. ISH 
is a tax exempt, faith based organization that exists to develop, to coordinate, and to make readily 
available financial and other resources of the community so that these resources may directly benefit 
Henrico citizens whose human needs are unmet by existing governmental services.  

Our church board voted to support ISH with $600 from our Witness budget that was previously 
given to MARCH, a food distribution organization. In this was we can help fill the gaps of persons in 
need that Social Services is unable to fill. 



 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Off to the Kitchen We Went!  
On a chilly January 18th a group of seven people 
from West Richmond volunteered at the 
Community Kitchen in Richmond. Everyone had 
been there before, so off we went for assignments. 
Here are some pictures from that day. We work, 
but we have fun while we are there! 

If you haven½t had an opportunity to 
join in on the fun, please check out 
these upcoming dates. A group goes 
for 3 hours (1:30-4:30 pm) on the 3rd 
Tuesday of the month ¹ 2/15, 3/15, 
4/19, 5/17, and 6/21. Put them on 
your calendars.  

If you want to know more about what 
goes on, ask someone who has beenµ 
Betty Altic, Barbara Beers, David Brunk, 
Sandi Davis, June Diehl, Cynthia Fyne, 
Ken Heatwole, Ellie Hemenway, Nancy 
Martin, Barbara McCann, Judy 
McCloud, Shirley Wampler, Mary 
Young, and Betty Ziegler. 


