
Worship on Sunday, February 7, includes our 
recognition of the members and families of Boy Scout 
Troop #728 and Cub Scout Pack # 728. The Boy Scouts 
have met at our church since 1961 when their troop was 
founded, and the Cub Scouts have met here since 2008. 
Members of our congregation who actively participate in 
the scouting program are: Kenny, Joyce, Brandon, and 
Zack Keithly, and Chris and Jon Reynolds. 

Boy Scout Sunday! 

The Nurture Commission usually is 
and they are doing something about it 
the last Sunday in February. On 
February 28, the Nurture Commission is 
sponsoring a carry-in meal after 
worship and then introducing some 
new friends to the congregation.  

There are always a variety of 
foods to chose from ñ meats, 
veggies, casseroles, salads, breads, 

and desserts. The inevitable questions 
always arise, òWhat are you bringing?ó 
and òWhat should I make?ó and òWhoõs 
getting introduced this time?ó 

Come oné get to know 
more about our new 
friends. Join in helping 
them feel like they are truly 
a part of our West 
Richmond family. 

òWhat should I make?ó 

Always Hungry After Church?  

òLiving the 
Questionsó  
DVD series will be offered on seven 
Tuesdays, beginning February 16, 
from 12-1 pm in the gathering 
room, and also from 7-8 pm in the 
Youth Room. The series 
encourages thoughtful exploration 
of what lies on the horizon for 
Christianity, as expressed through 
the voices of 30 different religious 

leaders. Themes for the study will 
include restoring relationships; the 
prophetic Jesus; evil, suffering and 
a God of love; the myth of 
redemptive violence; practicing 

resurrection; debunking the 
rapture; and reclaiming the world. 
Preparatory reading, 20 minute 
video segments, stories, discussion, 
prayer, and suggested spiritual 
practices will comprise the 
sessions and encourage 
participants to follow in Jesus 
footsteps along the Christian way.  

Please sign up in the gathering room 
for which time suits you so there are 

enough study guides for everyone. 

The Spaghetti Lunch sponsored by the Youth as a fundraiser for their 

trip to National Youth Conference this summer is postponed until 

Sunday, February 7 . Itõs still free and donations are still welcomed! 



Having great expectations is often a struggle for us. We have a tendency to write 
off persons and expect nothing or the worst from them. One book that addresses 
this tendency is Philip Gulley and James Mulhollandõs If Grace Is True:  Why God 
Will Save Every Person. In the book the authors, who are pastors, try to honestly 
face traditional beliefs of salvation and eternal justice by affirming that Godõs 
gracious arms are wide enough to hold every person despite any shortcomings 
and sin. Through personal stories, scriptures, and ministry experiences, they 
portray a God with persistent great expectations for all people, a God whose 
love never turns away. Such love invites us to be the same kind of people. 
Published by HarperOne, If Grace Is True will both challenge and comfort.  
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Great Expectations  

U nloading groceries one day, a 
woman headed back to the open trunk 
of her street -parked car to carry in a 
final bag of apples. From her doorstep 
she saw a passing teenage boy 
swipe an apple from the bag as 
he walked by. She was not 
overly surprised, for the boy was 

a reputed community hoodlum.  

B ut the next day she did a strange 
thing. She saw the boy on the street, 
stopped him, and asked him if he would 
deliver a bag of apples to a sick lady 
down the street. She offered him the 
biggest apple in the bag along with $10 

compensation. The boy 
agreed, and as time 
went on the woman and 

her husband entrusted the boy with 
other errands and tasks around their 
house. He proved quite trust worthy, 

and grew into a person of integrity.  

G erman poet and writer, Goethe, 
said, òIf you treat people as they are, 
they will stay as they are. But if you 

treat them as if they were what they 
ought to be and could be, they will 
become bigger and better persons.ó  
During the month of February, as we 
think of valentines and love, let us 
remember that people do tend to live 
up to our expectations ñ whether they 
are our marriage partners, our children, 
our work colleagues, our friends, our 
fellow church members, or even our 
enemies. If we expect little, if we 
expect the bad, or if we expect things 
that upset us; we will almost always be 
rewarded. But if we expect much, if we 
expect the good, if we expect things 
that encourage us; we will almost 

always be rewarded.  

J 
esus exemplified this when he healed 

people by commending their faith the 
words like òCourage, your faith has 

made you well.ó (Matthew 9:22)   

L 
et us all be a people with great 

expectations.  



CHURCH BOARD ENVISIONING    
The Church Board will share a bag lunch after worship on February 21 , and 

then from 1 -3 pm, they will evaluate and discern vision for our congregation.  

LADIES NITE OUT   The ladies head to the far west-end 
this month to �*�U�D�Q�G�S�D���(�G�G�L�H�n�V���$�O�D�E�D�P�D���5�L�E�V���	���%�%�4 
(11129 Three Chopt Road, 23233). Join them on Thursday, 
February 25th at 6:30 p.m. Please call Betty Ziegler by 
Tuesday, February 23rd 
to let her know if you 
plan to attend and if you 
will be bringing a friend 
along with you. 

Join Hilltop Preschool for 
their next Spirit Night at 
Chick-fil-A on Thursday,  

February 11th,  
from 5:30-7:30 p.m. at 

Tuckernuck Plaza. 

Hilltop receives 10% of the in-store sales during 
that time, so bring a friend or two with you! 

Lenten Devotionals have 

arrived from Brethren 

Press. Get yours from the 

communications center or 

call the church office to 

have one set aside for you.  

Betty Altic, Sandi Davis & Wayne Garst 

After the response to last yearõs trip, West Richmond is 
planning another one. You are invited to be part of a 
Disaster Response Team going to Chalmette, Louisiana this 
fall, September 18-25, to continue the rebuilding from the 
destruction by Hurricane Katrina. This is the second year a 
group will go from West Richmond to support efforts of 
the Virlina District. Weõll be there with a group from the 
Shenandoah District. For more information see Betty Altic. 


