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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

LOVE  FEAST  will be celebrated 

October 11 at 6:00 p.m.  
with singing, prayer, 
meditation, scripture 
reading, footwashing, a 

common meal, and bread 
and cup communion. 
Theme for the service will 
be òCircles of Faith.ó 
Participants will be invited 
to focus on the circles of 
self, each other, humanity, 
and creation. We will do so 
in the spirit of Edward 
Markamõs words, òWe are to draw 
circles that take others in.ó 

Love Feast calls to mind Jesus circling a 
last supper table with disciples, early 

Christians gathering in circles 
around tables, and the need we all 
have to let God encircle us anew. 

Love Feast table is kind of like the 
tables we set for special family 
holidays and occasions.  If we donõt 
participate, there will be empty 
places in the family circle. It is 
always a blessing to be a part what 

has been a central practice of the 
Church of the Brethren. If there are 

any questions about participation, contact 
the pastor or Communion Committee 
members Sandi Davis, June Diehl, Jeff 
Goss, Lewis Mullins, and Fay Urban.  

At the conclusion of worship on  Sunday, October 11 th , West Richmond will hold 

a BRIEF Congregational Business Meeting for elections of new Board members, 
District Conference 2009 delegates, Annual Conference 2010 delegate, and 
Moderator. Please stay and support those who will serve in the life of this church.  

HEREõS HOW... The childrenõs Sunday School 
classes will soon begin collecting money to 
purchase items for personal kits for our CARITAS 
guests. Please send money with your child or give 
some to any child you see walking to class! Talk to 

Sandra Lynch for details.  

A CROP Hunger Walk  
Mark your calendars NOW for this yearõs Richmond CROP Walk ñ 
Sunday, November 8 ! The Old & New Testaments say much about 
caring for needy people; let's PLAN to do what we CAN. Want more 
details? Want to walk? Want to sponsor a walker? Talk to Earl Reber.  
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Brethren Disaster 

Ministries recently sent to 

congregations a DVD 

entitled 100 Homes In 

Haiti:  The Church of the 
Brethren Response to the 

2008 Hurricane. In the fall 
of 2008 Haiti was 

pummeled by 4 hurricanes, 

and the Gonaives area was 

especially hard hit. Our 

own Church of the 

Brethren has set the goal 
of building or rebuilding 

100 homes for the 

Haitians, each new 3 room 

home costing $4000. The 

first team of 7 Brethren 

Disaster workers went 
down in August to work 

with Haitians in Fond 

Cheval, a second team is 

working a week in October, 

and other teams are 

planned for the Mont 

Boulage and Gonaives 
areas. The personal cost 

for each worker is $550 

dollars plus about $600 or 

more for plane fare. The 

work is being funded by a 

$305,000 grant from the 
Emergency Disaster Fund, 

and led by Jeff Boshart 

and Klebert Exceus. 

Details of the project can 

be accessed at 

brethren.org, and a copy of 
the DVD is available in the 

church office. The DVD 

helps convey a sense of the 

Haitian peopleõs land and 

their hope.  

From 

the 

Book & 

DVD 

Shelf 

West Richmond Church of the Brethre n 

7612 Wanymala Road, Henrico, Virginia  23229-4239 

Phone: 804-288-6439         Fax: 804-282-4408 

E-mail: wrcob@wrcob.org  

Pastor ............................  David Brunk (home  515-9406) 

Administrative Assistant  ....  Barbara Beers (home  897-4521) 

Coordinator of Music ........ Gabriella Ryan (home  754-8356) 

Sunday School ..  9:45 a.m.  Sunday Worship ..  11:00 a.m.  

Church office (M-F) ..........................  9:00 a.m. - 1 p.m.  

If no one is in the office or the line is busy, voice mail 

will answer. Donõt hang up, please , leave a message.  

Items for the weekly newssheet MUST be submitted to 
the church office by 12 noon  on  Thursday . Articles 

for the November edition of The Herald are due by 

October  15 . 

In Our Congregation  

LADIES NITE OUT    

The ladies stay close to the church in October. They have 

reservations on Thursday, October 29th, at 6:30 p.m. at 

Roma Ristorante Italiano (8330 Staples Mill Road). Please call 

Betty Altic (226-8380) by Tuesday, October 27th, to save 

your seat. If you haven¬t been out with the ladies in awhile, 

why not take the opportunity now? 

With the upcoming holidays, this 

could be the last Ladies Nite Out of 

2009. You don¬t want to miss it! 

Email Updatesé 

Terrie Glass: 

 tglass@leadershipsolutions.us 

David Reynolds:  

 USAFALO @verizon.net 

On Thursday, September 24th, Erin Fyne (on her birthday) and Mark 

McLaughlin welcomed Shiloh Elle McLaughlin into the world. Shiloh 

weighed 6 pounds, 2 ounces. Cynthia Fyne is her grandmother.  
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A s a congregation you were 
most generous in allowing me to 
spend time with my wife Nadene 
in Haiti. There are always joys and 
challenges in trips to countries 
like Haiti. It is hard to convey the 
experiences, the sights, the 
sounds, the people, and the 
feelings. I offer a thumbnail 

sketch of our August, 2009 trip.  

N adene and I spent 3 days in 
Port-Au-Prince at the home of 
John & Beth McHoul. They are 
originally from Boston, came out 
of drug problems and embraced 
Christianity through the Jesus 
Movement and Teen Challenge. 
Their home was a little hot, but 
hospitable, with only fans for 
cooling and keeping the 
mosquitoes at bay. Bethõs food 
was gourmet, served in a home 
protected with a hired security 

guard and 
several gentle 
but gigantic 
Mastiff. One was 
named Larry, 
reminding me of 
a West Richmond 

member Larry.  

J 
ohn pastors an English speaking 

church of about 300, a church that 
has roots in the Assembly of God 
tradition. Beth teaches pre -natal 
& child care classes, sewing 
classes, and is becoming a 
midwife. A birth center will soon 
be opened. With other couples 
and families, John and Beth run 
Heart Line Ministries and house 
about 20 Haitian children at a 
time, children to be placed in US 
adoption. Heart Line also raises 
tilapia fish in pools by one of their 

houses, and on one house roof 
grows a garden in many five gallon 
buckets. John and Beth have been 
in Haiti 20 years, serving with a 
dedication demonstrated by 
Johnõs 17 bouts with malaria and 
the loss of two motorcycles to 
thievery. He now parks his 
motorcycle in the house living 

room. 

O n Sunday morning, my wife 
and I attended a Church of the 
Brethren in Port -Au-Prince. Over 
the last 6 years, about 5 Church of 
the Brethren congregations have 
organized in Haiti, with about 7 
preaching points. The building we 
visited was a long narrow room, 
with holes and cracks in the walls, 
ceiling, and floor. The building 
was packed with about 60 people 
who gathered for 3 hours of 
church school and worship. A 
small boy stood naked in curiosity 
at the back door. My wife and I 
were asked to sit up front with the 
pastors, and I brought greetings to 
them from the West Richmond 
Church of the Brethren. They also 
asked me to give a final 
benediction. A generator ran a 
sound system, with the only 
instruments two drums and a 
flattened tin can. I didnõt know 
Creole, so I sang òalleluiaó to the 
hymns. It worked most of the 
time. The prayers were long, and 
one period of time was given for 
the people to verbally offer their 
own prayers, all at the same time, 
which is a longstanding Haitian 

tradition.  

O n Monday, Nadene left with 
a translator to make contacts with 
people in the city, while I did an 
early morning run with Beth and 

her friend Tara down one of the 
main streets of Port -Au-Prince. 
The run was most memorable with 
its heat, water and mud from a 
night rain, filth, polluted air, 
people walking, tap -tap vehicles 
and motorcycles beeping and 
weaving. A quarter of mile out I 
rolled my ankle and scuffed my 
hand while catching myself. As 
marathoners, Beth and Tara have 
to be some of the most dedicated 

runners 
Iõve ever 
known. I 
think of 
them as I 
take easy 
morning 
runs in 
Richmond. 

Later that morning I helped the 
McHouls paint red table chairs for 
the frequent guests and groups at 

their home.  

T uesday morning Nadene and I 
flew over the mountains to Hinche 
on a little plane, and landed on a 
gravel runaway with goats and 
people scattering. Though we ate 
meals at a rectory in a hot room 
with priest and others, we were 
able to stay nights at a hotel with 
a window air conditioner and 
running water, at least most days. 
The air conditioner went off 
twice, and one day we had no 
water. We flushed the toilet with 
water from the nearby swimming 
pool carried in a plastic trash can. 
I bathed with water from a water 
bottle that night. These 
accommodations were far better 
than most of the people in Haiti 
have. We traveled over the bone -
jarring, dirt and rock roads in a 
Toyota pickup with 350,000 miles 

on it.  
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Our driver Ronel started the truck 
by touching wires together or by 
us pushing it about half the time. I 
saw much of Hinche from the back 
of that truck, with the town and 
country interpreted by translators 

Manno and Theard.  

O ur trip had seeds in a 
medical mission trip 6 years ago 
when Nadene was asked by Ken 
Heatwole to help provide health 
care at clinics for women in the 
Port-Au-Prince and City Solei area. 
She saw the great need for birth 
attendants in a country where 76% 
of the births are unattended and 1 
in 16 women die in childbirth from 
preventable causes. She began 
teaching basic birthing skills to 
women in several churches in City 
Solei and Blanchard areas, but 
when the political situation 
became too dangerous she was 
asked to train 10 midwives for a 
birth center being built near 
Hinche. Though the birth center is 
still not operational due to some 

Haitian monetary 
indiscretions, she 
created the Midwives 
for Haiti project and 
recruited midwives 
from the US to 
continue training the 
students. The first 
students now have 

jobs in various communities, with 
a second class of 10 finishing in 
early October, and a third class of 
12 being ready to start in 

November. 

W e took supplies to the 
present class of 10 and to the 
Haitian midwifery instructor 
Denise at the Hinche hospital. 
Nadene spent time with them, 
interviewed two Haitian women 
for a second instructor position, 
and helped screen 7 potential 

students wanting to get in the 
next class of 12. Twenty nine have 

applied for the 3 rd class.  

I  spent some time in the Zamni 
Lasante (Partners in Health) 
building by the hospital. One day I 
found myself reading English to a 
young man Louis, who asked me to 
help sharpen his skills for teaching 
a church class of 25 students. He 
never did get my Southern accent 
down or master the òthó sound in 
English, but he was far better in 
English than I was with just a few 

basic Creole words. 

O ne afternoon I took a hot run 
down one of the better streets of 
Hinche to the astonishment and 
Iõm sure disdain of some Haitians. 
Later I ran a path by the river 
near the hotel, only to be later 
told that might be little 

dangerous.  

O n Wednesday I went with a 
translator to the Hinche market to 
buy a fan and sheets for the 
midwifery students, and a second 
fan for the rectory. The market 
was filled with hoards of people 
buying and selling everything 
under the sun, shaded by rough 
booths set in dirt and buzzed with 
flies. We later took supplies to a 
clinic run by a motorcycle -riding 
Baptist pastor named Jean Luke. 

We met two first class midwives 
now working at the clinic, and 
later saw Pastor Lukeõs home and 
church. The church was a rough 
shelter of poles and rusty metal 
sheets for a roof. A smaller, but 
similar building was at the back. 
In the morning, more than 50 
students study in the church 
shelter and 50 study in the back 
building. In afternoon, another 
100 come for the same setup. 
Pastor Lukeõs greatest need is for 
water at the school. Two attempts 
to drill wells have come up dry, 
and because of the lack of water 
many of the students are thirsty 
and have worms due to lack of 

water for cleansing.  

W hile we were out of the 
US, the Midwives for Haiti Medical 
Director, Dr. Stephen Eads, spoke 
to the Rotary International in 
Richmond, VA and received a 
generous grant from them. 
Imagine our surprise to discover 
that a Haitian Rotary International 
was meeting at the very hotel we 
were staying at in Hinch. Nadene 
went to the meeting and told 
them of the Midwifes for Haiti 
project. They had not heard of it, 
but were grateful that Rotary 
money was finally bringing aid to 

their community.  

O n Thursday we visited the 
tiny two room home of translator 
Manno, and ate a small meal with 
his family, washed down with 
Creamasse, which we hoped would 
kill any critters going for our 
intestines. The joy of their faces 
while eating their rice, a few 
chicken pieces, and a little cake 
was worth the risk. We then 
traveled further back into the hills 
where translator Theard hopes to 
build a school, with the truck 
going through streams and 

Midwives for Haiti students and teacher.  


