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September W e s t  R i c h m o n d  C h u r c h  o f  t h e  B r e t h r e n  

T h e  H e r a l d 
Huddle  Up For  

Our  K ickof f !  

On Sunday, September 6 th , 
weõll begin at 9:45 a.m. with 

refreshments in the gathering 
room, introductions to the new 
classes, then off to class. Our 
teachers this quarter areé  

§ Preschool (2 -5 year olds) - Carol Goss  
§ Elementary (grades 1 ð5) - Pat Gangwer  
§ Youth I & II (grades 6 -12) - Terrie Glass  
§ Young Adult - David Brunk  
§ Adults - Kevin Beers and Myron Miller  

The children's Gather Round curriculum 
focuses on the theme of Exile and Restoration. 
The Adult class continues their journey 
through the Bible with the book of Isaiah.  

On a personal note... I would like to share that Sunday School has always been an integral part of 
my church life. I look forward to it every Sunday. When I teach, it's the love and fun that is shared 
with the young ones, and in the Adult class, I enjoy the exchange of ideas, the thought provoking 
study, and the connections made with others in the class. If you haven't attended recently, think 

about it, we would love to have you join us, and if you would like to teach, please tell us!  

Carol Goss, Christian Education Chairperson 
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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

DAVID  BRUNK  will be 

on our Disaster Ministries 
Trip from September 28 

to October 3 . If you need 
pastoral assistance while 
heõs away, please call on...  

Terrie Glass (439 -0478), 
Kathy Guisewite (627 -
1621), Myron Miller (264 -
8487), or Bob Gangwer 
(270 -3989).  
 

Our Caregiving Coordinator 
for the month of September 
is Betty Fuller.  

 

Weõre Going on a Disaster Ministries Trip 

On September 26 th  a team from West Richmond will head out 
for a week in Hammond, Indiana, an urban area in the 
northwest corner of the state, west of Gary. Hammond was hit 

with a devastating storm caused by remnants of Hurricane Ike last 
September. Nearly 90 homes in this lower income area are still in 
need of assistance. The local recovery agency has called upon 
Brethren Disaster Ministries to assist with repairs and 
reconstruction. There are 30 homes on the current waiting list ready 
for volunteer workers, including two new rebuilds. Our team includes 
Betty Altic, Ann Andrus, David Brunk, Sandi Davis, Carol Goss, Jeff 
Goss, Ginny Heatwole, Ken Heatwole, Barbara McCann, Larry 
McCann, and Terry Mitchell.  

We ask for your prayers as we embark on 
this ministry.  
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One book that may help us share in a concert of joy is Eric Reeceõs An American 
Gospel:  On Family, History, and the Kingdom of God . Reece grew up in rural Virginia, 
exploring its mountains and rivers with a Baptist preacher grandfather. Reece grew up 
in conflict, watching the terrain suffer devastation from strip mining and his own 
father suffer devastation from a strict religion that seeded violent suicide. But through 
Thomas Jeffersonõs famed Jefferson Bible, the message of the ancient Gospel of 
Thomas, and the writings of American geniuses like Walt Whitman, he came to sing a 
gospel that prizes the pleasures and glories of this earth, a gospel that says in its own 

way òThatõs the spirit.ó  American Gospel was published in 2009 by Riverhead Books. 

From 

the 

Book 

& DVD 

Shelf 

A n outdoor 
symphony concert 
was scheduled in 
an American city with a famed 
conductor as guest. He had agreed 
to conduct the cityõs orchestra as 
a favor to a former student. The 
concert was in the cityõs 
professional baseball stadium, and 
unfortunately, because of a 
schedule foul-up, a slow pitch 

softball game was 
taking place beyond the 
outfield fences. The 
concert audience could 
see the game in 
progress, and even 

worse hear the softball gameõs 
public address system. The first 
part of the concert was a disaster. 
The soothing sounds of enchanting 
musical pieces were interspersed 
with òThe next batter for 
Schultzõs Bar is Billy Wade, the 
shortstop.ó This was followed by 
cheers and òGive it a ride, Billy.ó 
The symphony players were 
unnerved and misplayed some of 
the songs. The regular conductor 

was visibly shaken.  

T he orchestra struggled 
through to intermission, wondering 
if the crowd would return. But the 
fame of the visiting Maestro 
Lehrer from Germany was such 
that the stands were full once 
again. The Maestro Lehrer was 
introduced and mounted the 
podium. Just then someone hit a 
homerun, and cheers drifted over 
the stadium. The Maestro merely 
waited until the 
noise subsided, 
smiled, raised the 
baton, and began 
the number. A 
magical change came over the 
whole scene. His commanding 
presence pulled the orchestra 
together. Momentum increased, 
the orchestra outdid itself, and as 
the piece òFinlandiaó reached its 
climax, the conductor shouted to 
his orchestra òThatõs the spirit! 
Thatõs the spirit! When the 
number concluded, the crowd 
leaped to its feet with crashing 
applause, only to notice that even 
the softball players had stopped 
their game, had been listening, 

and were now applauding.  

A s we continue to 
live in a world where 
the church is 
sometimes given a 
backseat, perhaps we 
need to keep this 
picture in our minds. 
We are the people 
who hold in our lives, 
our relationships, our 
gatherings, a spirit of 
holy compassion that 
can bring pleasure to 
all. We may at times 
lose confidence, 
falter, and mess up; 
but if we practice that 
spirit we can share 
with others through 
the enabling power of 
a Master Conductor, 
one who leads us in a 

concert of joy.  

Blessings, 

THATõS THE SPIRIT 



2009,  Issue 7 Page 3 

West Richmond Church of the Brethre n 

7612 Wanymala Road, Henrico, Virginia  23229-4239 

Phone: 804-288-6439         Fax: 804-282-4408 

E-mail: wrcob@wrcob.org  

Pastor ............................  David Brunk (home  515-9406) 

Administrative Assistant  ....  Barbara Beers (home  897-4521) 

Coordinator of Music ........ Gabriella Ryan (home  754-8356) 

Sunday School ..  9:45 a.m.  Sunday Worship ..  11:00 a.m.  

Church office (M-F) ..........................  9:00 a.m. - 1 p.m.  

If no one is in the office or the line is busy, voice mail 

will answer. Donõt hang up, please , leave a message.  

Items for the weekly newssheet MUST be submitted to 
the church office by 12 noon  on  Thursday . Articles 

for the October edition of The Herald are due by 

September  15 . 

In Our Congregation  

Ladies Nite Out went to Mimiõs Caf® in August. 

For September, they are staying close to the 
church on Thursday, September 24 th , with 
6:30 p.m. reservations at Nanking Chinese 

Restaurant (9125 West Broad Street, 23294) .  

Please give Betty Ziegler (270 -2811) a call by 

Tuesday, September 22 nd , so she can save your 
seat at the table. Bring a friend with you!  

Are You Part 

of the Club?  

What club? Why, 

the MESSENGER 
Club. Itõs a way to 
read MESSENGER. 

In return, all club 
subscribers save 

three dollars on the 
regular subscription price. The club rate is 
$14.50 annually for gift subscriptions, and for 

individuals who have subscribed in the past. 
To encourage new people to give MESSENGER 

a try, an introductory rate of $7.25 a year is 
offered for new subscribers. Why not make 

this year the year you read the MESSENGER?  

Our MESSENGER representative is Luanne 
Holsinger. Sheõs responsible for subscriptions 
and cancellations. Present club members will 

be receiving a letter from her regarding 
subscription renewal. Keep your eyes open. If 

youõd like to give Messenger a try, contact 
Luanne at 270 -5751 or sluanne@aol.com.  
Currently about 550 of the total 999 

congregations have a MESSENGER Club.  

Messenger  magazineé  
a brief history  

MESSENGER traces its beginnings to 1851, 
when Henry Kurtz published the first issue 
of The Gospel Visitor. The next 30 years saw 
33 more periodicals begun. Numerous 
consolidations and name changes occurred 
in the years leading up to 1883, when the 
first issue of The Gospel Messenger was 
published. It was considered the official 
church paper, though it was not actually 
owned by the church until 1897, when the 
church assumed ownership of the Brethren 
Publishing House.  

Many years later, in 1965, editor Kenneth I. 
Morse brought dramatic changes. The paper 
became a biweekly magazine, took on a 
completely new look, and shortened its 
nameðto simply MESSENGER.  

As magazine publishing became increasingly 
expensive, MESSENGER became a monthly 
magazine in 1973. It currently has 11 issues 
annually, with a combined issue in July/
August. 

MESSENGER continues to be the official 
magazine of the Church of the Brethren and 
is published in Elgin, Ill. Walt Wiltschek 
serves as editor and Wendy McFadden as 
publisher.  

[adapted from The Brethren Encyclopedia]  


